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within  thirty-three  pages  constitute  th« 


History  of  the  first  and  second  generations  of 
the  Shortass  family  in  America,  as  per  the  avail¬ 
able  data  which  I  have  been  able  to  gather  during 
the  past  thirty  years  of  occasional  research. 

While  these  pages  represent  the  second  revision 
of  uy  first  writing,  yet  I  do  not  claim  absolute 
perfection  for  them.  Errors  may  exist,  hence  all 
members  of  the  family  into  whose  hands  these  pages 
may  come  should  consider  themselves  at  perfect 
liberty  to  make  any  constructive  criticism  and 
thus  exemplify  the  Scriptural  truth,  that: -"Where 
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no  counsel  is,  the  people  fall;  but  in  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  counsellors  there  is  safety." 
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John  David  Saortess,  (I860 - )  the  son  of, 

_  *  Samuel  Irvin  Shortess,  (1834-1910)  the  sen 
Thomas  Shortess,  (1792-1850)  the  son  of, 
Andrew  Shortess,  (1766-1839)  the  son  of, 
^Thomas  Shortess,  (1725—1794)  who  emigrated 
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The  writing  of  an  authentic  history  or  biography  is,  at  best, 
an  exceedingly  difficult,  though  usually  a  very  fascinating  task. 

Both  the  difficulty  and  the  fascination  lie  in  the  patient  and 
persistent  research  necessary  to  obtain  the  reliable  data  amidst 
the  usually  very  meager  and  obscure  sources  of  information. 

With  many  families  the  genealogical  line  is  unappreciated  and 
aften  almost,  if  not  entirely,  lost  until  possibly  some  individual 
member  of  the  family,  after  many  years  of  genealogical  silence, 
becomes  intensely  interested  and  undertakes  to  cultivate  the  long-  - 
neglected  "family  tree",  in  rather  barren  soil  and  in  a  blighting 
atmosphere  of  indifference,  while  with  the  passing  of  unrecorded 
generations  vanishes  also  the  essential  data  necessary  to  write  a  com¬ 
plete  family  history. 

V.  .  H,,. ;  ’  *  '  . 

The  most  complete  as  well  as  the  most  remarkable  genealogical  • 

*  *  *  i  t.  • 

line  known  in  all  history  is  that  of  the  "Kan  of  Galilee",  which  is 
definitely  traced  in  a  direct  and  unbroken  line  back  to  Adam,  the 
original  ancestor  of  the  entire  human  family.  This  line  is  divided 

into,  or  marked  ty ,  certain  distinct  characters  and  periods.  From 

-  ✓  -  •*"  ‘  •  V  « 

Mam  the  unbroken  line  may  be  traced  ten  generations  to  Noah  and  the 
\  •  * 
flood.  From  Noah  the  unbroken  line  again  leads  through  ten  generations 

to  Abraham  and  the  Promised  Land,  covering  a  period  of  2000  years  of 

the  primitive  history -of  the  world. 
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Than  from  Abraham  through  fourteen  distinct  generations  to  David, 
the  shepherd  king  of  -Israel,  -and  from  David  again  through  fourteen 
generations  tc  Jehoakim,  and  the  Babylonian  captivity.  And  again, 
from  Jehoakin  through  fourteen  generations  to  the  "llan  of  Galilee " 
Jassos  Chri3t  the  world  5 3  Redeemer.  All  of  which  covered  another 
period  of  about  2200  years  of  an  unbroken  and  complete  record  of  His 
genealogical  line,  which  goes  to  prove  the  divinity  of  Christ  and 
also  the  divine  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

This  reference  to  biblical  genealogy,  while  it  ha3  no  direct 
connection  with  the  Shortess  family  genealogy,  has  only  been  referred 
to  by  way  of  illustrating  the  work,  difficulties,  and  possibilities 
of  the  faithful  genealogist. 

In  these  strenuous  modem  times  very  little  attention  is  given 
to  the  care  and  cultivation  of  the  "family  genealogical  tree",  there¬ 
fore  comparatively  few  families  can  trace  their  genealogical  line 
beyond  the  third  or  fourth  generation.  This  is  due  to  one  or  more  of 
~  numerous  causes  and  circumstances.  Homes  are  broken  up  by  the  death 
of  a  father  or  mother,  'and  the  children  are  separated.  Marriages  and 
vbusiness  interests  call  to  distant  localities,  and  new  environments, 

■  •  *  1  -  f 

resulting  in  the  unintentional  severing  of  family  ties,  due  possibly  to 
“  the  strenuous  application  of  time  and  effort  necessary,  for  personal 

'  success 'and  well-being.  All  of  these  negative  circumstances  and  con- 

.  * 

ditions  appear  to  have  existed  and  contributed  in  an  unavoidable  way 
to  the- failure  in  keeping  the  "Shortes3  Family  Genealogical  Tree"  in 
a  thrifty  and  de sir eable  condition.  ' 

Thomas  Shortess,  our  ancestral  emigrant,  when  he  first  came  to 


] 


this  country ,  settled  near  Middlesex,  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania 
but  later  mo 'red  over  the  mountain  into  the  Fishing  Creek  end  Shermans 
Creek  valleys,  new  in  Perry  Comity,  where  he  and  his  two  sons,  Andrew 
and  Alexander,  acquired  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  built  their 
homes*  Thomas  Shortess,  their  father,  died  in  1794  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years* 

During  the  early  part  of  the  19th  century  the  "go  west"  move¬ 
ment  became  quite  popular,  and  the  Shortess  families,  all  excepting 
Thomas,  the  oldest  son  of  Andrew,  moved  to  Ohio,  which  was  then  consider¬ 
ed  "far  west"*  The  older  sons  of  Thomas  Shortess  also  followed  the  west¬ 
ward  movement,  thus  leaving  their  father,  my  grandfather,  Thomas  Shortess 
and  his  younger  sons  as  the  only  male  representatives  of  the  Shortess 
family  in  Pennsylvania  *  This  in  part  may  explain  the  scattering  of  the 
‘  Shortess  families,  and  the  possible  cause  for  the  neglect  of  the  genea- 
*  logical  line  and  family  tree* 


Grandfather  Thomas  Shortess,  was  married  three  times*  With  his 


first  wife,  Maiy  Bucanon,  (1788—1820)  four  sons  and  four  daughters  were 


t:  barn.  With  h±3  second  wife Elanor  Irvin  Greer*  (1800-1856)  a  grand- 


fifteen  years  of  age,  hence  it  could  hardly  be  possible  for  him,  or  his 


?: 


‘  'genealogical  line.  The  only  inf  carnation  "which  By  father  appears  to  have 
had  of  his  ancestors  was  in  the  "form  of  a  ""tradition"  which  he  once  re- 
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lated  to  me  as  follows:-  "Two  brothers  settled  on  Sherman’s  Creek,  near 
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Gobson’s  -Aill,  do  not  know  what  became  of  zho  one  brother,  but  the 
other,  (great-grandfather)  with  his  family  all  but  the  oldest  sen 
Thomas  moved  to  Ohio,  about  the  year  1350,  Some  years  later,  two  pf 
the  sons  visited  their  brother  Thomas,  about  1338  or  *40,  and  as  I  re¬ 
member  one  of  them  was  named  “Johathan”.  A  sister,  an  aunt  to  me,  died 
in  Ohio  about  the  year  1883  or  1884,  from  whose  estate  I  received  $8,53, 
brother  James  was  the  any  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  died  August,  1350. 
after  father  had  died  in  January,  David  was  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was 
in  the  Andersonville  prison  for  some  time.  He  had  two  sons,  John 
Franklin  and  Charles  Thomas,  and  one  daughter  Sarah,” 

I  have  found  that  this  “tradition”  i§  in  the  main  correct  as  I 
shall  hereafter  further  explain.  While  the  Shortess  family,  though  not 
a  very  numerous  one,  is  known  to  have  been  represented  in  America  for 
more  than  a  century  and  a  half,  yet  during  moat  of  that  time  it  has 
been  very  widely  scattered,  north,  south,  east  and  west,  with  no  line 
of  comzsini cation  between  "the  three  distinct  branches  of  the  family. 

To  the  best  of  ay  knowledge,  the  fertile  field  of  genealogical 
research  has  remained  uncultivated  down  to  the  present  time.  It  was 


in  the  year  1912  that  I  became  interested  in,  and  entered  this  unculti- 

»  •  Tvtf*  *>■“*•  '  ’  '  .  »"  - ,  :  "V  ' .  . 

vated  field  of,  "The  Shortess  Family  Genealogy”  and  found  it  quite 

-  -  .  •*.  •  *  • 

barren  of  any  available  and  reliable  data,  and  hence  had  to  exercise 


the  utmost  patience  in  following  up  some  faint  and  indefinite  clue. 


which  often  yielded  very  interesting  and  valuable  returns.  However, 

.  * 

I  very  soon  realised,  a3  doubtless  other  genealogists  also  have,  that 
I  was  at  least  twenty-five  years  late  in  entering  the  field,  and  hence 
could  not  have  the  benefit  of  interviewing  my  father,  or  any  of  his. 


I 


the  fourth,  generation,  as  they  had  all  passed  on  to  join  the  ranks  cf 
v-ha  great  family  reunion  in  the  eternal  world. 

While  only  very  meager  reliable  and  authentic  data  of  the  live 3 
and  activities  of  the  early  founders  of  the  Shortess  Family  in  this 
country  are  available,  yet  we  have  a  few  well  established  facts  of 
history  which  shed  a  very  brilliant  halo  of  light  over  the  lives  and 
achievements  of  our  noble  ancestry. 

j^From  the  most  reliable  sources  we  learn  that  as  humble  faithful 
Christiana,  and  self-sacrificing  patriots,  they  made  a  very  construe- 

t 

tive  and  valuable  contribution  to  both  Church  and  State.  In  thi3, 
they  have  bequeathed  to  U3,  their  descendants,  a  priceless  heritage. 

y 

While  as  a  great  family  we  may  today  be  very  widely  separated,,  yet  all 
are  apparently  enj eying  the  prosperity,  advantages  and  conveniences  of 
this  enlightened  day  and  age,  and  hardly  appreciate  the  privations  and 
inconveniences  which  our  fore-fathers  endured*) 

Let  us,  if  possible,  in  our  imagination  go  back  for  three  or  four 
generations,  or  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  visit  the  humble 
home  of  our  great- great-grandfather/  Thomas  Shortess,  the  emigrant. 
Coming  home  to  his  humble  cabin  on  a  cold  winter  evening,  there  was 
no  steam  heat,  no  pipeless  furnace,  or  coal  stove,  but  only  the  open 
fire-place  with  its  log-fire.  No  matches,  but  only  the  flint  and  steel, 
or  possibly  the  necessity  of  going  to  the  neighbors  for  a  few  coals  of 
fire  with  which  to  kindle  his  fire.  There  were  no  electric  lights,  or 
even  a  coal-oil  lamp,  but  only  the  crude  fat-lamp  and  tallow-candle. 
There  were  no  Frigiaaires,  or  Electric-washers,  Stoves,  Irons,  Sweepers, 
Sewing  Machines,  Radios,  Telephones  or  Telegraph.  In  those  pioneer 
days  there  were  no  concrete,  or  macadam  highways,  but  only  the  Indian 
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trail *  bridle  path  and  mud  reads. 

There  were  no  Automobiles,  Kail  Hoads,  Trolly  Cars,  Greyhound 
ruses.  Steamboats  or  Aeroplanes.  The  Churches  and  Schools,  if  any, 
were  exceedingly  primitive  and  crude.  Yet  it  was  amid  these  and  other 
disadvantages  and  privations  that  our  noble  pioneer  ancestors  lived  the 
contented  simple  life,  developing  the  sturdy  Christian  character  and 
patriotic  integrity  which  they  have  so  generously  bequeathed  to  U3  a 3 
a  priceless  heritage  and  blessing. 

As  a  result  of  much  patient  research  the  genealogical  line  has 
been  traced  quite  definitely  back  through  five  generations  to  Thomas 
Shartess,  (1725-1794)  who  it  appears  was  of  Scotch— Irish  extraction, 
and  emigrated  from  England  to  America  in  1765,  with  the  following  fam¬ 
ily:-  Mary  Hunter  Shortest,  his  second  wife,  and  their  children,  Su¬ 
sannah,  (Mrs.  White) ;Folly,  (Mrs.  Lackey);  Andrew,  Alexander,  Nancy  Ann-, 

-  <  2. 

(Mrs.  Owen): Elisabeth,  (Mrs.  Huston)? Catherine,  (Mrs.  Sherwood) /and  his 

oldest  son  Robert  by  a  former  marriage.  His  sons  Thomas,  Jr.  and  ?A- 

2 

ward  it  appears  were  left  in  Ireland. 

This  in  brief  describes  the  origin  of  one  of  the  three  distinct 
branches  of  the  Shortes3  family  above  ref  err  sd  to,  and  may  be  properly 
called  the  "Pennsylvania  Branch"  of  the  family,  the  history  of  which 

A-. 

will  be  continued  later. 

i  ■  •  . 
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TEE  DELAWARE  BRANCH 

The  second  branch  of  the  family  to  be  considered  is  the  “Delaware 
Branch"  which  it  appears  originated  and  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Snyrna- 
Delaware.  I  first  learned  of  this  branch  of  the  family  in  1908,  when 
serving  as  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Carlisle  District.  After 


officiating 


/ 


at  a  Quarterly  Conference  and  Communion  service  In  Grace  Evangelical 
Church,  Mechanics burg.  Fa,  I  was  told  that  there  was  a  Lady  present  at 
the  service  whose  maiden-name  was  Shortess. 


I  called  cn  the  lady,  Mro.  L.  Z.  Rupert,  at  the  very  first  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  had  quite  an  interesting  interview  with  her.  However  3he? 
like  the  other  branches  of  the  family,  had  only  a  vague  and  very  in¬ 
definite  knowledge  of  her  earlier  ancestors. 

In  a  letter  received  under  date  of  harch  7,  1210,  Iydia  Shortess 
Rupert,  (Mrs,  L,  Z.  Rupert)  writes:-  great-grandfather,  whose  first 

s 

name  I  do  not  mind  of  hearing  mentioned,  except  as  2£r.  Shortess  ty  my 
maternal  grandmother,  while  the  general  public  called  him  Capt.  Shortess, 


came  from  London  England,  but  he  seemed  to  be  more  of  German  ancestry 

than  English. 

« 

"He  had  two  sons,  George  and  Robert  Shortess.  George  dying  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years  and  unmarried.  Robert  Shortess  ny  grandfather 

i 

died  in  1829,  leaving  my  father,  George  Shortess  a  babe  nine  month  old. 
-|$y  grandfather  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  George  Shortess, 
the  son  of  Robert  Shortess,  was  boro  January  10,  1829,  and  died  December 
31,  1575.  He  was- united  in  marriage  January  14,  1850,  with  Sarah  Wind  ell, 
born  August  7,  1830,  and  died  January  22,  1896.  To  these  parents  the 

-  -  .  •  ■  v 


following  children  were  born:- 


V  y 
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Name 


Boro 


Died 


1.  Robert  Shortess  Oct.  4,  1850  Jan.  22,  1908 

2.  Ann  W.  Shortess  Feb.  15,  1852  July  26,  1854 

3.  Iydia  F.  Feb.  18,  1855 

4.  Sarah  Feb.  9,  1858 

5.  Mary  F.  July  19,  1860 

6.  Anna  R.  Shortess  May  9,  1863 

7.  George 

8.  Linda  F. 

9.  Rm.  G.  Shortess  Aug.  4,  1871 


Dec.  11,  1883 
Feb.  1,  1866  Dec.  2,  1873 
Aug.  29,  1868 


Harried  Name 


Mrs.  L.  Z.  Rupert 
Mrs.  Smith 
Mrs.  Watson 


Mrs.  Goldsboro 


Mt3.  Iydia  Shortess  Rupert,  in  a  letter  later  writes:-  "There  is  no 
way  of  finding  out  my  great-grandfather’s  full  name.  I  never  heard  him 
called  anything  but  "Captain  Shortess".  X  do  not  knew  anyone  I  could 
write  to  for  the  desired  information.  The  only  way  nould  be  a  personal 
inspection  of  Records  and  Deeds  at  Dover,  Delaware, 

Emmaline  Milligan  Carothers ,  the  daughter  of  Mary  Ann  Shortess 
Milligan,  the  daughter  of  Alexander  Shortess,  the  son  of  Thomas  Shortess 
the  emigrant,  after  giving  a  complete  outline  of  her  great-grandfather 6 s 
family,  also  adds:-  °l$y  great-grandfather,  Thomas  Shortess  had  a  son 
Robert,  by  a  former  marriage.  He  lived  in  Philadelphia  and  was  a 
"waterman",  and  had  a  sloop  of  his  own." 

From  this  rather  reliable  "circumstantial  evidence !t  I  am  of  the 


opinion  that  this  Robert,  son  of  Thomas  Shortess  by  a  former  marriage 
was  the  original,  ancestor  in  this  country  of  the  Delaware  branch  of  the 
Shortess  family  in  America,  You  will  notice  that  the  time  and  genera¬ 
tions  correspond  very  closely,  and  that  this  Robert  Shortess  was  known 
to  hve  been  a  "waterman"  and  have  a  Sloop  of  his  own,  and  was  known  as 
"Captain  Shortess," 


tv*-*  ««> 
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Since  writing  the  above  ny  niece.  Miss  Esther  Mae  Shortess,  of  Bal- 

■ 

.  -  '  *  •,  ■  •  • 

timers,  Ifid,,  handed  me  a  clipping  from  "The  Baltimore  Sunl  of  February 


■  me 


6th,  containing  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  William  G,  Shortess:- 

‘  * 

"NEW  YORK,  February  5,  1942,  —  William  G,  Shortess,  70,  paperboard 


manufacturer,  whose  plants  extended  through  mary  Eastern  States, 
lied  tocty  in  the  LeRoy  Sanatorium  after~a  brief  illness.  A  heart 


ailment,  climaxing  a  light  case  of  pneumonia  caused  his  heath,  - 

i 

*  * 

Mr.  Shortess,  who  lived  in  Ridgewood,  N.J.,  was  the  president  of 
the  Inland  Paperboard  Company,  Versalles,  Conn,  and  other  places." 


William  G.  Shortess  was  bon  near  Smyrna,  Delaware,  August  4,  1871,  and 
•wiled  in  ^ork,  February  5,  1942,  aged  70  years,  5  no nth3  and  one  day. 
He  was  the  son  -f  George  Shortess,  the  son  of  Robert  Shortess,  Jr.,  the 
son  of  Robert  o.*ortess,  Sr,,  who  with  his  father  ^hom&s  Shortess,  ami— 
grated  from  London,  England  to  America  in  1768,  William  G.  Shortess  was 


the  last  surviving  male  member  of  the  Delaware  branch  of  the  Shortess 
1  amily ,  and  wiuh  his  passing  away,  the  Shortess  name  becomes  extinct  as 
relating  to  the  Delaware  branch  of  the  family.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  MT3,  Joanna  Davidson  Shortess  of  Ridgewood*  N.  J,,  his  late 
residence,  and  possibly  one  or  two  sisters. 


TEE  CANADA  -  MASSACHUSETTS  BRANCH 


The  third  branch  of  the  Shortess  Family  may  be  designated  as  "the 
Canada  -  Massachusetts  branch0*  Just  hew  I  learned  to  know  of  this 
branch  and  got  into  communication  with  the  same,  I  do  not  now  recall. 
However,  in  1913  I  learned  of  one  "Edwin  Horace  Shortess"  a  Druggist  in 


South  Framingham,  Mass,  and  had  some  correspondence  with  him.  I  thus 


obtained  the  following  data :  - 

"Edwin  Horace  Shortess,  a  on  of  James  Shortess,  and  wife  Erne  line 


McClure  Shortess,  was  born  April  30,  1867.  He  was  united  in  marriage 


in  November  1893,  with  Erne  line  M.  Smith,  who  was  Bora  December  1,  1873* 
To  these  parents  the  following  children  were  born:- 


Name 

Helen  M.  Shortess 
Celia  E.  Shortess 
Biwin  H.  Shortess,  Jr. 
Howard  E.  Shortess 
William  C.  Shortess 
Dorothy  M.  Shortess 


Bora 

Oct.  9,  1895 
Oct.  29,  1895 
Nov.  3,  1899 
Dec.  4,  1900 
Sept.  28,  1902 
June  1,  1907 


Died 

May  29,  1907 
Sept.  4,  1901 


"Edwin  Horace  Shortess,  bom  in  Three  Rivers,  Lower  Canada,  had  four 

sisters  and  three  brothers,  all  died  young,  with  the  exception  of 

E.  H.  Shortess,  and  James  Shortess,  address  not  known* n 

E*  H*  Shortess,  Druggist* * 

I  also  received  from  Hr.  Edwin  Horace  Shortess  the  following  letter, 
which  includes  about  all  of  the  data  X  have  from  thi3  branch  of  the  faai— 
ly.  Since  the  lotter  is  quite  interesting  and  informing,  I  shall  here¬ 
with  copy  it  in  full:- 


South  Framingham,  Mass.  Dec. 26, 1213 

Rev.  John  D.  Shortess 

Lewis burg,  Penna. 

yty  dear  Mr.  Shortess:- 

* 

/ 

Pardon  my  delay  in  writing  you  and  answering  your  let¬ 
ter  of  October  10th,  1913.  I  was  more  then,  pleased  to  hear  from  you  ary4 
receive  your  geneology  and  addresses  of  the  Shortesses  you  have  found 
and  booked  up.  I  am  the  son  of  James  Shortess,  and  wa3  bom  in  Quebeck, 
Lower  Canada.  He  never  spoke  of  his  folks,  or  said  much  of  his  early 
life,  only  that  some  family  had  cared  for  him,  and  kept  h-t  ™  until  he  was 
16  or  so,  when  his  own  folks  did  not  look  after  him,  or  they  may  have 

died  when  he  was  a  baby. 

y- . 

If  he  had  any  brothers  or  sisters  he  never  knew  or  said  anything 
about  them.  He  made  quite  a  small  fortune  in  the  wholesale  grocery 
business  in  Three  Rivers,  and  at  one  time  was  Mayor  of  the  town,  and  had 
a  fine  home,  horses,  servants  and  lived  in  the  best  of  style. 

lfy  mother  was  a  Hi3s  Hardy  of  Three  Rivers,  who  had  seven  children, 
but  they  all  died  young  with  the  exception  of  my  brother  Janes  Shcrtas3 
and  myself .  J^y  mother  died  when  I  was  eight  years  old,  and  it  soses  as 

r 

though  every  thing  went  down  with  a  crash  soon  after,  as  father  lest 


all  his  money ,  in  f*  ct  we  found  ourselves  without  a  hone. 


A  family  of  Hewers  took  me  in  and  I  jerked  In  hia  drug  3torc  for 

five  years,  and  then  cane  to  Boston  and  lived  with  a  sister  of  xr  mother 

who  was  married  tc  a  Prof,  of  Harvard  College  by  the  name  of  Lander, 

There  was  net  one  cent  left  of  the  $150,0C0  he  wa3  worth  at  cue  tine. 

«hers  it  vent  to  I  do  not  know.  By  brother  who  was  se^en  years  old.  went 

6 

west,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  him  for  21  years, 

I  have  four  children  living,  two  beya  12  and  15  years  cf  age,  and 
two  girls  fivs  and  eighteen  years  of  age*  !iy  wife  is  English,  she  woo 
from  England ,  I  am  still  in  the  drug  business,  and  do  a  little  shew— card 
business  as  a  side  line,  in  order  to  make  both  ends  meet.  The  cost  of  liv¬ 
ing  is  very  high  and  it  takes  all  a  man  can  earn  to  bring  up  a  family  of 
four. 

There  is  a  Richard  Shortens  in  Charleston,  Mass,  and  a  Thomas  Short- 
ess  of  Toronto  Canada,  and  a  family  of  Shortosses  who  are  in  the  candy 
business  in  Toronto  Canada.  I  only  wish  I  could  find  out  more  about 

t 

father*s  folks,  but  it  seems  out  of  the  question.  You  see  X  did  not  get 
any  schooling  and  have  picked  up  my  own  education  from  day  to  day.  If 
you  have  any  more  data  about  the  Shortess  family,  I  wculd  like  to  read  it 
over.  Kindly  write  me  when  you  have  time.  Wishing  you  a  very  happy  New 
Year  and  best  wishes  for  all  the  Shortes3  family,  I  am 

Yours  very  truly, 

»/  -v  * 

Edwin  Horace  Skortes3 
2S  Hoghlana  St. 

South  Framingham,  Mass, 

Much  as  I  should  like  to  do  so,  yet  it  seem s  impossible  to  aven 
venture  an  opinion  as  to  the  early  genealogy  of  this  branch  of  the 
Shortess  family*  It  would  appear  however  from  the  rather  meeger  data 


*  ■ 


T  O 

givex  by  2-dwin  Horace  Shortens,  that  hi3  father  Jarre 3  Shortest,  was  left 
stranded,  when  a  baby ,  for  some  unknown  reason  possibly  by  the  death  or 
poverty  of  his  parents,  and  *&3  cared  for  and  reared  by  benevolent  stran¬ 
gers  until  he  was  16  years  of  age,  when  it  appears  he  struck  out  for  him¬ 
self*  and  evidently  mad©  good  until  misfortune  overtook  him.  There  is 
evidently  an  interesting  and  possibly  a  s&d  story  connected  with  the 
early  history  of  this  branch  of  the  Shortens  family  vrhich  will  nevar  be 
known  or  written. 


»r<; 


-  “  ;N  ' 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  BRANCH 

Having  now  compiled  and  briefly  core  rise  nt-ed  in  the  available  gene&lo— 

\ 

gical  data  of  the  Delaware  and  Suassachusetts  branches  of  the  Shortess  fam¬ 
ily,  I  will  now  turn  to  ay  own,  or  the  Pennsylvania  branch  of  the  family. 
As  already  noted,  this  branch  of  the  family,  due  to  the  "go  west" 
movement  of  1850,  is  rather  widely  separated  both  geographically  and 
socially .  Representatives  of  the  family  are  known  to  reside  as  far  west 
as  the  Dakotas,  and  as  far  south  as  Louisiana,  with  visiting  and  corres¬ 
ponding  between  the  respective  families  and  individuals  very  seldom 
indulged  in. 

While  this  branch  of  the  family  originated  in  Perry  county  Penns yl, 
vania,  with  Thomas  Shortess,  the  emigrant,  yet  due  to  the  westward  move¬ 
ment  of  183C,  but  a  very  small  remnant  of  the  family  was  left  in  this  State 
which  may  account  for  the  neglect  of  the  family  genealogical  tree. 

lihen  I  began  my  research  of  the  Shortess  family  genealogy  in  1912, 
the  first  faint  clue  or  information  concerning  the  earlier  generations 
was  from  the  copy  of  a  letter  by  Edwin  S.  Shortest,  then  in  Vanilla,  Phil¬ 
ippine  Islands,  written  to  cousin  Richard  E.  Shortess  of  Chicago,  HI. 


-o  Shis  :r  is  quits  interesting  -md  certain  such  valuable  data.  I 

l.e:r*with  quote  the  entire  letter,  though  it  ssy  seem  rather  lengthy ,, 

Manilla,  Philippine  Islands,  July  IS,  19C9. 

M? .  I'll  chard  2.  Shcrtess 

2153  Test  Lawrence  Are.  Chicago  Ill. 


Dear  Sir:-  Your  *?e  leone  letter  of  May  3rd  reached  me  3021a  few 
days  age  end  it  13  useless  to  inform  you  that  I  we.  3  more  than  pleased  to 
get  it,  I  was  al^o  pleased  to  knew  that  you  had  met  some  of  my  pecpla 
from  Traer,  Iowa,  as  the  gentleman  wheme  70U  mat  from  thero  is  a  "brother 
of  357  father,  and  not,  as  you  supposed,  a  brother  of  mine.  father •■a 

name  was  Alsen  T.  Shcrtess,  and  he  died  since  ay  coming  oyer  ners.  As 
stated  to  you  in  the  letter  you  received  from  my  uncle,  ny  mother  and  a 
brother  and  sister  are  lining  in  Vinton^  Icwa*  A  manned  sister  lives 
near  them  on  a  farm,  and  two  brothers  are  living  in  Chicago,  from  my 
mother  s  side.  One  of  my  brothers  is  at  5341  Monroe  Ave.  Eyde  Park,  with 
an  uncle  in  the  dairy  business.  The  other  is  at  Swift. 

YSamuel  I.  Shortess,  of  Pennsylvania,  ia  the  gentleman  who  called  on 
me  in  Chicago  at  the  time  I  mentioned  in  my  former  letter  to  you  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  thi3  must  have  been  at  a  time  when  you  could  not  b  e 
found,  as  I  remember  quite  well  his  telling  me  that  he  was  locking  for  a 
nephew  and  that  he  could  not  find  him.  The  old  gentleman  had  by  aome  mis¬ 
fortune  run  out  of  funds  and  asked  me  to  make  him  a  small  loan  of  aim  dol¬ 
lars  to  help  him  get  his  tickets  to  h±3  home;  this  I  did  under  the  protest 
from  some  friends,  who  insisted  that  I  was  being  ’•worked"  and  whom  I  in¬ 
formed  that  it  made  no  difference  to  me,  I  should  loan  the  gentlemen  the 
amount  and  see,  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  money  was  returned  to  me,  with 
many  thanks,  since  which  time  I  have  never  heard  from  him.  If  he  is  still 
living  I  would  be  much  pleased  to  have  his  address.^ 

I  an  at  present  much  interested  in  the  writing  of  a  history  of  the 
Shortess  family  since  their  coming  to  America,  and  I  have  little  doubt 
that  we  all  came  from  the  Emerald  Isle.  In  this  connection  I  am  enclosing 
acme  blankes  partially  filled  out  and  request  that  in  case  you  have  the 
tine  you  filout  the  blanks,  in  so  far  as  you  can,  and  return  them  to  me. 

Or  in  case  your  brother,  whoa  you  regard  as  the  historian  of  the  family, 
has  some  data  that  he  would  be  free  to  give  mo,  I  should  be  much  pleased 
to  have  it  and  would  exchange  notes  with  bin.  I  might  say  that  this  i3  a 
_  part  of  our  history  and  this  may  help  us  to  find  out  just  how  we  are 
related: 

Andrew  Shortess  came  to  America,  with  his  parents  from  Ireland  in 
1771,  at  the  age  of  six  months.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children  and 
died  in  1841  in  Pennsylvania  where  he  had  settled  on  arrival  here  with  his 
parents.  One  of  the  3 on 3  of  Andrew,  named  Jonathan,  who  was  bom  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  1800,  married  Deborah  Thacker  andjthey  had  two  children; 

Stephan  T.,  who  was  my  grandfather  as  explained  by  F.  E,  Shcrtess*  letter, 
'and  Adaliaa^  who  married  a  man  named  Jamas,  in  Ohio. 

,  It  strikes  me  that  in  all  probability,  your  grandfather  was  a  son  of 
Andrew  Shcrtess,  and  a  brother  of  Jehathan  Shortess,  who  was  ay  great¬ 
grandfather.  However  thi3  may  be,  I  sun  mighty  glad  to  knew  you  and  to 


have  your  letter 
you  5 a;*  you  Trill 


and  shall  await  with  men  interest 
send  ate. 


the  pictures 


»  •  1 

•  >■ 
<  **  -W  V* 


I  an  just  past  32  pears  of  age  and  have  been  in 


+v> 


e  Philippine 


Islanu 3  nearly  ten  years,  having  ccr.a  here  with  the  Volunteers  in  1899 0 
I  was  for  five  years  in  the  government  service  here  as  a  teacher  and 
lei  w  uhem  two  years  ago  tc  take  a  position  with  a  book  and  stationery 
concern,  where  I  have  been  3ince .  I  an  carried,  my  wife  being  a  Spanish 
gi~l,  ana  we  have  a  daughter,  just  past  two  years  of  age,  of  whom  we  are 
ver7  fend.  If  nothing  happens  tc  us  we  will  visit  1 ay  people  in  Iowa 
ana  Chicago  next  year,  as  I  have  got  to  the  point  where  a  change  of 
climate  is  necessary,  and  then  our  business  here  demands  that  either  the 
proprietor  or  myself  go  to  the  states  next  year.  Ail  things  considered, 
I  seem  to  be  the  logical  party  to  go  and  at  that  time  I  shall  avail  cry- 
self  of  your  more  than  kind  invitation  to  visit  you,  I  wish  to  extend 
ny  most  cordial  greetings  to  your  family  and  wish  for  your  son,  who 
was  just  married,  and  his  wife,  a  long  and  happy  married  life. 


Thank  you  for  the  information  concerning  Clarence  Shortess  of  Jop¬ 
lin,  Missouri,  and  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to 
write  to  him.  TTith  all  best  wishes  and  hoping  to  hear  from  you  again, 

I  am. 


Host  sincerely  your3, 

E.  S.  Shortess 

The  incident  referred  to  in  this  lettar,  in  which  Samuel  I.  Short¬ 
ess  my  fatner ,  was  involved  occured  in  1895  when  father  was  returning 
hone  from  Elgin,  Illinois  where  he  had  attended  the  quadrennial  session 
of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  It  was  a  very 
commendable  and  generous  act  on  the  part  of  Mr.  E.  S.  Shortess  to  thU3 
help  his  stranger  kinsman  In  a  time  of  need,  end  proved  to  be  5. 
practical  demonstration  of  the  scriptural  admonition;—  BBe  not  forget¬ 
ful  to  entertain  stranger?,  for  thereby  some  have  entertained  angels 
unawares •"  „ 

There  appears  to  be  however  some  discrepancy  in  the  statement 

/ 

concerning  Andrew  Shortess,  who  is  said  to  have  come  tc  America  with 
his  parents  in  1771  when  he  was  but  six  months  old.  The  data  obtained 
from  tombstones  is  usually  the  most  reliable.  From  the  tombstone  at 
the  grave  of  this  Andrew  Shortess,  my  great-grandfather,  I  find  that 


icontha  cld  Then,  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  his  father,  Theirs 3 
Shcrtesg,  mist  have  emigrated  to  America  in  176c  instaad  of  17'7" 

An'2  ont,ire  contents  of  the  letter,  howsva r,  is  very  interesting  and 
was  groat I7  appreciated  when  I  received  the  printed  cony  from  Cousin 
Richard  2.  Shortens . 


Ton  will  note  that  this  Edwin  Sc  Shortest  is  of  the  sixth  gener¬ 
ation  and  she  sen  of  Almon  T.  Short ess ,  the  son  of  Stephen,  the  sen 
of  Jonauhan,  the  sen  01  Andrew,  the  3on  of  Thomas  Shortess,  the  emigrant, 
Ricnard  E.  Shorte33,  to  whoa  the  letter  was  1 rritten,  is  the  fifth  gener¬ 
ation,  and  the  son  of  Andrew  Shortes3,  the  son  of  Thomas,  the  brother  of 
Jonathan,  the  son  of  Andrew,  the  son  of  Thomas  Shortes3,  the  emigrant. 

To  me  tne  story  of  the  incidents  and  experiences  connected  with 


the  finding  of  the  grave  of  Thomas  Shortess,  our  emigrant  ancestor, 
in  an  old  abandoned  graveyard  near  Dellville,  Perry  County  Pennsylvania, 
whiich  I  believe  had  been  lost  to  the  Shortess  family  for  almost  one 
hundred  years,  was  very  interesting  and  thrilling. 

A  few  years  ago,  ?£Lss  Carrie  Gantt,  of  Newport,  Pa.,  who  is  actively 
identified  with  the  Perry  County  Historical  Society,  in  her  search  “ 
for  certain  historical  data,  visited  the  old  "Swisshelm  Church  grave¬ 
yard*1  near  Dellville,  Pa.,  where  she  incidently  found  the  name  "Shortess" 
on  several*  tombstones  and,  knowing  of  my  interest  in  the  Shortess  fam- 

*  v  • 

ily  genealogy,  copied  several  of  these  inscriptions  and  sent  them  to 
me,  which  I  very  greatly  appreciated.  In  these  inscriptions,  I  recog¬ 
nised  a  p^raSi ole  Cj.ue  to  seme  dslin&te  data  concerning  our  original 

emigrant  ancestor,  and  decided  on  further  research  at  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity. 


1. 


the 


Fishing  Creek  Valiev  of  Perry  County,  I  crossed  what  is  known  as  Fine 
Ridge  by  a  rather  steep,  narrow  and  rough  mountain  read  into  the  Sher¬ 
mans  Creek  Valley,  At  the  village  of  Dellville,  I  searched  very  care¬ 
fully  through  the  two  graveyards  there,  but  found  nothing  of  interest,  A 
farmer  working  an  adjoining  field,  whom  I  engaged  in  conversation  pointed 
out  to  me  a  clump  of  trees  on  a  hillside  acout  a  half  mile  distant, 
and  told  me  that  was  an  old  abandoned  graveyard,  and  that  perhaps  I 
might  find  the  graves  there  that  I  was  looking  for. 

As  there  was  no  read  leading  to  this  spot,  I  drove  to  the  nearest 
point,  parked  ay  car  by  the  roadside  and  after  walking  through  an  oren 
ard  and  up  quite  a  steep  hill  through  a  cornfield,  I  finally  came  to 
the  old  graveyard.  It  was  indeed  a  quaint  locking  place,  covered 
with  quite  a  growth  of  trees  and  underbrush. 


After  searching  for  some  time,  examining  one  old  tombstone  after 


another,  I  finally  cane  to  the  name  "Shortess" .  There  were  five  Shcrt- 


esa  graves,  with  the  following  inscriptions  which  I  copied  in  the  order 
as  I  came  to  them:- 


I. 


In  Memory  of 
Henrietta 
Daughter  of 


III,  In  Memory  of 


Margaret  Ann 
Daughter  of 


Wesley  Shortess 
Who  Died  June  15th  1854 
A£ed  1  year,  11  mo,  2  days 


Who  Died  July  7,  A,  D,  1825 


Thomas  &  Susanna 


Shortess 


Aged  2  yr,  8  m. 


II 


.  In  Memory  of 
Nancy,  Wife  of 
Wesley  Shortess 
Bora,  Nov.  15,  1813 
Died  June  22,  1834 
Also  of  Mary,  her  Infant  Child 


IV.  In  Memory  of 

Levi,  Son  of  Thomas  &  Susanna 


Who  Died  Oct.  14,  1831,  Aged  8  m 


Shortess 


Aged  2  days 


V.  In  Memory  of 

Margaret,  Wife  of 
Alexander  Shortess 
Who  departed  this  Life 
Jan.  15,  1515,  Aged  44  years 


, 


WhU®  1  aPF*eoia'8d  the  finding  of  these  graves,  yet  they  did  not 


nean  ao  much  in  solving  the  problem  of  cur  ancestor, 
s one what  disappointed.  But,  as  I  stood  looking  about 
of  two  brown  stones,  which  had  evidently  been  broken. 


and  hence  I  was 
,  I  saw  the  part 
and  lay  partly 


covered  with  dirt  and  leaves,  I  lifted  then  up  and  got  a  real  thrill  as 
I  saw  the  inscriptions s— 


VI.  In  Memory  of 
Thomas  Shortess 
Who  Departed  this  Life 
May  15,  1724 
Aged  69  Years 


VII,  In  Memory  of 
Mary,  Wife  of  Thomas 
Shortess 

Who  departed  this  Life  • 
July  28,  1793 
Aged  58  Years, 


I  had  now  found  the  grave  of  our  original  emigrant  ancestor  which, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  was  lost  to  the  family  for  possibly  a  hundred 
years.  I  base  this  opinion  upon  the  fact  that  my  father,  Rev.  Samuel  I, 
Shortess  in  1875  and  76  served  as  pastor  of  the  Marysville  Evangelical 
Church,  and  also  the  Salem  and  Bethel  Churches  in  the  Fishing  Creek  Valley 
and  quite  frequently  went  via  Dellville  to  visit  his  half-brother  Alex¬ 
ander  Shortess,  in  the  old  Shortess  home  near  Bloomfield.  In  so  doing,  he 
passed  within  a  very  short  distance  of  these  graves,  yet  I  never  heard 

him  refer  to  them,  which  leads  me  to  the  belief  that  he  did  not  knew  cf 
them, 

# 

The  available  authentic  data  concerning  Thomas  Shortess,  cur 

.  *  V 

emigrant  ancestor,  is  unfortunately  rather  meager  and  fragmentary, 
much  of  it  coming  to  us  in  the  form  of  a  mere  tradition.  Of  our 
maternal  emigrant  ancestor;  Mrs.  Emma  V.  Shortess  Staats,  a  great-great- 
granddaughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Hunter  Shortes;  writes;-  "Sy  father, 

Jesse  Shortess,  told  me  that  in  the  "Deems  Day  Book",  in  London,  England, 
there  is  a  record  of  our  ancestry.  Our  ancestor,  Norman  DeEunter,  came  wiih 

William  the  Conqueror,  and  was  one  of  his  officers.  In  the  distribution 

\ 

of  awards,  he  received  the  County  of  Dora,  Ireland,  as  his  estate,  and 


the  title  of  Baron,  S£r  father  was  the  oldest  son  cf  the  oldest  sen 
ate.,  so  was  in  line  for  the  'inheritance. 

Another  very  interesting  tradition  is  given  by  Emaline  Villi- 
gan  Carothers,  the  daughter  cf  Mary  Ann  Shcrtess  Milligan,  the  daughter 
of  Alexander  Shcrtess,  the  son  of  Thomas  Shcrtess,  cur  emigrant  ancestor. 
Mrs.  Emeline  Milligan  Carothers  writes r—  "My  great-grandfather  on  my 
mother*s  3ide,  was  Thomas  Shcrtess.  Hs  lived  in  England,  and  was  a  con¬ 
tractor  to  the  King,  and  built  barracks  for  him.  By  some  fout  play  his 
bocks  were  stolen,  and  a  settlement  could  net  be  made.  It  ruined  him 
financially  and  he  finally  came  to  America.  Hi?  sons  were  Thomas  and 
Edwin  who  were  left  in  Ireland,  in  Connaught,  I  think,  Andrew  and  Alex¬ 
ander.  Polly  Lackey  was  Thomas1  twin  sister,  and  Nancy  Ann  Owen  was 
Alexanders  twin  sister.  Susan  White  was  the  oldest  daughter,  and  next 
to  Edward  who  was  the  oldest  son.  Betsy  Huston  was  another  daughter  and 
next  to  Catherine  Sherwood  who  was  the  youngest  child.  Catherine  Sher¬ 
wood  went  to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  to  Ohio.  Their  Mother 


was  Mary  Hunter.  )fy  great-grandfather  had  a  son  Robert,  by  a  former 
marriage.  He  lived  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  a  waterman  and  had  a  schallop 
(sloop)  of  his  own,-  he  left  a  son  and  daughter. 

—  y- 

great-grandfather  settled  in  Middlesex,  Cumberland  County,  Penna. 
Alexander  Shortes3  was  my  grandfather,  born  February  25,  1769.  He  mar- 

•  *  X 

ried  Margaret  Owen,  only  daughter  of  Levi  Owen.  She  was  bom  August  13, 
1770.  Her  mother  was  Ann  Smith  Shortess,  they  were  married  September 

“V 

10th,  1794  by  Reverend  Michael  Schlatler.  Their  children  were:- 


Levi,  -  -  - 
Thomas  •  -  -  - 
Mary  Ann,  -My  Morhte, 
Emily  -  -  - 
Wesley  -  - 
John  -  -  - 


Bom 

29, 

1795 

Di 

Oct.  24, 

7, 

1798 

Feb.  24, 

15, 

1S01 

Kay  14, 

9, 

iec4 

Nov.  30 

4, 

1805 

Jan.  10 

25, 

1810 

? 

. 


19 

-t  Ow e.n  _ .1  cm  e  s  s  ;i2c  January  15 ,  1315,  sgad  44  '^-n r  hi  •• - 
ander  Shortens  died  November  5th,  1854,  aged  35  years,  at  the  here  of  a 
niece  in  Ohio.  He  had  a  sen  living  in  I'ansfield,  Ohio,  (no,  the  son  die 
in  1351)  end  one  in  Akron,  Ohio,  but  was  not  able  to  get  to  his  heme, 


tnough  he  was  on  his  wa y  to  visit  him.  He  made  his  home  with  his  daugk- 

9 

ter,  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Robert  Milligan,  at  Swissvala,  near  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  and  a 3  there  was  no  railroad  at  that  tine,  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  walking  to  Ohio  to  visit  his  sons  and  other  relatives.  I  think 
that  the  cane  he  used  is  still  at  the  old  homestead  in  Swissvale,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  . " 


We  would  conclude  from  this  rather  reliable  traditional  data  that 
Thomas  Short ess  (1725-1794),  after  suffering  some  financial  loss  through 
certain  "foul  play",  emigrated  to  America  with  a  part  of  his  family, 
consisting  of  his  wife,  Mary  Hunter  Shortess,  and  sen  Robert,  by  a  former 
marriage;  two  daughters,  Susanna  and  Polly  and  an  infant  son,  Andrew. 

The  other  two  sons,  Edwin  and  Thomas  Jr.,  were  left  in  Ireland.  Thomas 
Jr.  and  his  sister  Polly  were  twins. 

Just  why  these  two  sons  did  not  accompany  the  rest  of  the  family 
to  the  new  world,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  However,  they  evidently 
perpetuated  the  Shortess  name  in  the  old  country,  as  the  following  in¬ 
cident  would  indicate :- 

Mr .  Edwin  S.  Shortess,  Cedar  Falls ,  Iowa,  (cf  the  6th  generation) 
under  date  of  April  15,  1931,  writes:— 

"I  also  met,  while  in  Denver,  Colorado,  a  Mrs.  Greenwalt,  wife  of 
Jack  Greenwalt,  assistant  to  the  President  of  the  Mountain  States  Tele¬ 
phone  Company ,  who  remarked  to  me  that  her  meeting  with  me  wa3  the 
second  time  that  she  had  ever  heard  the  name.  She  went  on  and  explained 
that  several  years  ago,  upon  visiting  the  County  Hospital  Tubercular  Ward 


. 


she  -ad  T)az  i  y^urg  iri shman  by  nhe  nans  of  Shcrtess ,  and 
s-ii®  «,  i :0  nfd  i--eb  jO  her  ,  previous  to  his  csuth  -which  occured  .fi^hin 

a  verr  short  time  after  seating  him.  that  he  was  recent  17  from  Ireland, 
■ir-d  that  he  had  a  brother  -who  was  a  rather  prominent  doctor  in  Ireland,. 

f 

rr.*o  ao  that  tire  was  a  political  prisoner  of  the  British  Government, 
due  to  his  being  too  active  in  the  cause  of  Irish  Independenc9.,, 

As  I  understand,  idwin  S.  Short ess  had  some  correspondence  with 
tiiis  Dr*  Shcr^33s  01  Ireland,  sometime  Inter,  30  it  appears  evident 
that  the  Short 353  family  continues  to  function  on  the  "Quid -sod". 

The  following  is  a  certified  copy  of  the  Appraisement  of  the 
property  of  Thomas  Shorte3  3,  which  I  found  on  file  in  the  Register 
and  Recorder *s  office,  in  “the  Cumberland  County  Court  House  in  Car¬ 
lisle,  Pennsylvania 1- 


Letters  of  Administration  granted  ?4ay  5th,  1795,  to  Alexander 
Shcrtess,  Inventory  filed  May  29th,  1795. 


An  Appraisement  Bill  of  the  Goods  and  Chattel,  Belonging  tc 
Thomas  Shortass,  Deceased,  May  9th,  1795. 


,  .  LSD 

3  Saws  7/S,  4  planes  6/0,  Chisels  3/0,  Turning  D  3/  0  19  5 

> 

Squares  2/,  af row  &  Drawing  Knife  3/9-2,  Vises  7/6, 

Kill  -Saw  3/0  16  3 

00 

An  old  Broad  Ax  2/6,  Heckle  Teeth  5/  Seely  12/-7,' 

Augers  5/  146 

\  ■*  .  ,  •  •  •  .  .  *  . 

2  Flooring  Planes  2/6/,  Moulding  Plane  2/6/, 

small  chain  l/3,  8  9 

Cant  Hook,  crow-bar.  Dog,  Saw-set  3/0,  Hammers  2/, 

Foot  Adz  2/6,  7/  6 

Work  Bench  2/6,  Spa.de,  Shovel,  Rake,  2  Forks“::£/6, 

cld  Harness  2/6,  6  6 

Led  Glue  Pot  5/6,  2  Locks  l/S,  Grind  Stone  2/5/, 

Barrel  5/2,  Bells,  f  5  19  5 


I  .  , 


c 


An  old  st Ivs,  not  wcrnh  praising,  Pot,  Griddle, 


Bake oven.  Can.,  fire  Shovel,  Irens,  Hsranel  C-la33, 

Ha  2  ore  I  Stone  Cunk  She  is  14/ 0  14 

Steve  2/10,  old  chair  wheel 3  2/0,  Pewter,  Bag  Brush, 

6/0  4  16 

Cheat  3t  Old  Reel  2/6,  Gun  7/6,  Wheel  &  Pan,  3  old 

Easel3  3 /  10 

Old  Pot  1/0  1 

Old  Iron  Weight  2/6/3.  2  6 


L  14  0 


0 

S 

0 

3 

3 


We  the  subscribers  hereunto  do  hereby  certify  that  this  is  a 
true  copy  of  the  Appraisement  of  the  Goods  St  Chattels  of  Thomas  Short 
ess.  Deceased  which  were  shown  to  us  as  witnesses  our  hands  this  9th 
day  of  May,  1795. 

Hugh  Wallace 
David  Milligan 

Cumberland  County  / 

The  above  Inventory  was  duly  appraised  to  the  true  value  of  the 
articles  therein  specified. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed 

the  7th  day  of  September,  1795  before  me, 

W.  Wm.  Lyon,  Reg. 

Certified  to  be  correct  as  near  as  possible  to  sake 

\  .  . 

”W.  S.  Arbegast,  Registor,  Cumberland 

County. 

This  unique  and  interesting  document  is  now  on  file  in  the 
Register  and  Recorder’s  office  in  the  Court  House,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

To  me,  it  reveals  two  very  important  and  interesting  facts:-  First, 
if  a  man’s  occupation  and  business  can  be  determined  by  the  tools  or 


‘ 


90 


implements  which  he  has,  then  I  would  conclude  that  Thomas  Shortess, 
our  emigrant  ancestor,  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  This  also  confirms 
the  statement  that  in  -England  he  was,  "a  contractor  to  the  king,  and 
built  barracks  for  him.*  Second,  —  This  document  reveals  the  fact 
that  our  ancestor  was  not  a  man  of  wealth,  which  is,  30  far  as  I  knew, 
a  characteristic  of  the  entire  Shortess  family.  They  are  just  plain, 
ordinary,  industrious,  law-abiding  Christian  citizens,  making  good  in 
whatever  occupation,  trade,  profession  or  business  in  which  they  may 
engage . 

By  this  inventory,  or  appraisement,  it  appears  that  in  these  ear¬ 
ly  days,  values  were  represented  by  the  monetary  standards  of  England. 
Therefore,  our  pioneer  emigrant  ancestor  is  credited  with  an  estate 
valued  at  14  L,  0  S,  3  D,  or  about  $35.50.  However,  in  the  3rd  series 
Pennsylvania  ibrehives,  Vol.  20,  Page  483,  Thomas  Shortess  in  the  Cen¬ 
sus  of  1791  is  listed  as  the  owner  of  80  acres  of  land,  2  horses,  2. 
cows  and  a  saw  mill.  By  this  it  would  appear,  that  our  honored  pion¬ 
eer  emigrant  ancestor,  Thomas  Shortess,  wiiile  not  a  man  of  great  wealth, 

yet  he  enjoyed,  the  usual  necessities  and  comforts  of  life  commensurate 

« 

with  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  in  h±3  home  life  reared  a  splen¬ 
did  family  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  in  their  after 


lives  reflected  the  sturdy  Christian  character  of  their  early 


life  and  parental  training  and  influence,  which  will  be  exemplified  in 
the  future  development  of  the  Shortess  family  genealogical  tree* 
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THE  2nd  GENERATION  OF  THE  SKORTESS  FAiOLI  El  AMERICA. 


In  attempting  to  compile  a  biographical  history  of  the  decendents 
of  Thomas  Shortens,  I  very  much  regret  the  lack  of  the  necessary  auth¬ 
entic  data  by  which  it  would  be  possible  to  give  at  least  a  brief  write 
up  of  all  of  the  respective  families  and  the  individual  renders  there- 
of.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  families  and  heads  of  families  con¬ 
cerning  whom  I  have  very  little,  if  any,  reliable  data,  and  hence,  must 

be  content  frith  very  limited  statements* 

%  *  , 

ROBERT  SHORTESS,  the  oldest  son,  and  by  a  former  marriage,  cams 
with  the  family  to  America  in  1766  and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  He  is  said  to  have  been  "a  waterman "  and  the  owner  of  a 

* 

small  ship,  and  was  known  as  "Captain  Shortess".  He  is  believed  to  be 

„  .  * 

the  original  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Delaware  branch  of  the  Shortess 

•• 

^family  tree  in  America., 

V  • 

<jl  EDWIN  AND  THOI/AS  SHORTESS,  Jr,,  the  older  sons  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
t  :  * 

Hunter  Shortess,  were  for  some  unknown  reason  left  in  Ireland  and  did 

•  •  '  •  •  •  - 

_  **1J  -N*K  •»  t  ■£  *  '»•  '  - 

not  come  to  America  with  the  rest  of  the  family.  The  young  can.  by  the 

name  of  Shortess  who  died  a  few  years  ago  in  the  Denver,  Col.  hospital, 

*  •  « 

and.  his  brother.  Dr,  Shortess,  whom  he  referred  to  as  being  in  Ireland. 

■  .  0  9 

may  have  been  the  decendents  of  Edwin  or  Thqpas  Shortess,  Jr.,  who  were 


. 

left  in  Ireland, 


_  -  -  \  v. 

psy- •> 

SUSANNA  SHORTESS  WHITE,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 


; 


Hunter  Shortess,  came  to  America  with  her  parents  and  some  time  later  * 
married  a.  man  by  the  name  of  White.  I  do  not  know  his  first  name,  nor 
anything  further  concerning  her  family,  except  that  there  is  a  grave  in 
the  old  Swisshelm  Church  graveyard  with  the  following  inscription  on 
the  tombstone:-"  Elan  or.  Wife  of  Shortess  White,  who  departed  this  life 


JlLlj  30,  1330,  Aged  30  /ears".  It  is  evident  that  this  vas  the  wife  of 
a  son  of  Susanna  Short ess  White. 


POLLY  SHORTESS  LACKEY,  and  her  twin  brother  Thoms  were  born  in 
Ireland.  It  seems  rather  strange  that  these  twins  should  thus'  be  oer- 
manently  separated  by  the  brother  Thomas  remaining  in  Ireland,  while 
his  twin  sister,  with  her  parents  and  other  members  of  the  family,  emi¬ 
grated  to  America. 

I  have  no  means  of  knowing  definitely  the  first  name  of  Polly* a 
husband,  Mr.  Lackey,  however,  I  believe  that  it  was  Robert.  I  base  this 
opinion  on  the  fact  that  Robert  Lackey  and  Alexander  Shortess,  a  younger 
brother  of  Polly  Shortess  Lackey,  were  partners  and  joint  ~ *'•**«*  of 
quite  large  holdings  of  real  estate.  On  different  tracts  they  neld 
title  to  7C5  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania, 
as  per  the  record  of  deeds  in  the  Recorders  Office  in  Carlisle,  Cum¬ 
berland  County,  Pennsylvania. 

ELIZABETH  SHORTESS  HUS  TIN  was-  the  ninth  of  the  family  of  ten  child¬ 
ren  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Hunter  Shortess.  About  all  of  the  data  which  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain  of  the  Elizabeth  Shortess  Hustin  family  is 

from  a  letter  by  Mr.  George  W.  Hustin,  which  1  will  herewith  quote  in 
full.  ' 

Bassett,  Iowa,  May  21,  1923 

Rev.  Shortess, 

Dear  Sirj- 

I  suppose  you  are  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  I.  Shortess.  If  so,  he 
married  me  and  ny  wife,  March  6,  1878,  and  I  am  a  son  of  Philip  Huston, 
a  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hus ten. 

Now  if  I’m  not  mistaken,  his  mother  was  a  Shortess,  and  she  wa3  a 
sister  of  your  grandfather  Shortess.  (Not  a  sister,  but  an  aunt  of 
grandfather's.-J.  P,  S.)  If  so  please  let  me  know.  I  have  the  geneal¬ 
ogy  of  the  Husten,  and  many  of  the  kin  relation.  But  my  grandfather  has 
been  missed.  The  Miss  Husten,  of  Carlisle,  who  got  up  that  book  has  missed 
seme  of  the  kin. 


nr? 

i 


Grandfather  Houston,  or  Houstom,  was  a  U.  3.  Minuter  and 
that  calling  for  52  years.  I  received  your  address  through  to.  •;*  -• 

Ha  in.  He  has  gotten  up  "The  History  of  Perry  County"  and  I  nay  in 

iho  future  get  that  History.  .  .  . 

May  God  bless  you  and  your  work  for  your  flock  is  my  sincere  *1.,  . 


Yours  truly. 

Geo.  W.  Houston*  or  Huston 
Bassett,  Iowa,  R.  D.  1. 

CATHERINE  SHORTESS  SHERWOOD  was  the  tenth  and  youngest  child  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  Hunter  Shortess.  I  do  not  know  the  first  name  of  ner 
husband,  to.  Sherwood,  nor  do  I  have  any  d*-i»  concerning  her  family,  ex¬ 
cept  that  they  moved  to  Genesee  County,  New  York,  and  then  later  to 

Ohio.  Beyond  this  I  have  no  information. 

i-G  should  be  noted  that  I  have  not  listed  the  children  of  Thomas 

and  Mary  Hunter  Shortess  in  the  order  of  their  birth  or  age,  but  rather 
according  to  the  amount  of  information  and  data  available  concerning  the 


respective  individuals. 

NANCY  ASM  SHORTESS  OWEH,.  (1769-184?)  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
Hunter  Shortess,  was  born  in  America  and  was  the  twin  sister  of  Alex¬ 
ander  Shortess.  She  was  united  in  marriage,  April  8,  1791,  wiih  Grif¬ 
fith  Owen,  (1767-1847).  To  this  union  three  sons  and  six  daughters  were 
tom,  namely:  Levi,  Jesse,  John,  Ann,  Mary,  Susan,  who  married  ner 
cousin  Thomas  Shortess,  son  of  Alexander,  Nancy,  Peggy  and  Phoebe.  We 
also  here  note  the  rather  unusual  coincidence  of  a  double  family  marri¬ 
age,  when  Alexander  Shortess  married  Margaret  Owen,  sister  of  Griffith 
'  Owen,  the  husband  of  Nancy  Ann  Shortess,  his  twin  sister. 

(See  the  Genealogical  Diagrams  of  the  Shortess  -  Owen  families, 

Pnc.es  23  and  24.) 

The  stoiy  of  the  finding  of  the  grave 3  of  Andre,  and  Alexander 
Shortess,  and  also  others  of  the  Shortess  family  with  the  informing  in- 
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In  November  1913,  when  returning  fror  Columbus,  Ohio,  wh ere  I  had 
attended  the  National  Anti— Salccn  League  Convention,  T  stopped  cff  at 
Massillon,  Ohio,  for  a  brief  visit  with  Cousin  Sarah  .Short ess  Palmer, 
the  only  daughter  of  Uncle  David  Short ess,  (1527-167? ) . 

While  conversing  about  our  ancestoral  families,  I  found  tnat  her 
knowledge  of  t:ds  subject  was  like  Tine,  quite  limited*  However,  she  • 
did  have  a.  tradition  that  when  the  Shortess  families  from  Perry  Count;', 
Pennsylvania,  went  to  nthe  far  West*  inlS3G,  they  settled  in  the  vic¬ 
inity  of  Barberton,  Ohio,  and,  so  far  as  she  knew,  all  had  died  or 

*■  •  /  .  'V 

moved  west.  While  I  made  a  note  of  this,  yet  it  did  not  mean  very 

much  by  way  of  clearing  up  any  genealogical  problems  just  at  that  tin  j , 

% 

On  August  9th,  1934,  I  with  ny  daughters,  Florence  and  Erma,  and 

my  niece.  Miss  Esther  M.  Shortess,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  started  from 

.  •  » 

our  cottage  at  Central  Oak  Heights,  West  Milton,  Pennsylvania,  on  .an 
r;  ■,  ; 
automobile  trip  for  a  week. 

■  -  * 

We  spent  a  day  and  a  night  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  then  via  Buffalo, 

Naw  York  tc  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  we  visited  ny  cousin,  Mra.  Rose 
‘ 

Kline  Wood  in,  the  wife  of  Howard  Woodin,  a  P.  R.  R.  official.  Then  on 


to  Akron,  Ohio,  to  visit  Mr.  Ed.  T.  Long,  and  wife  Mary  Harris  Long, 


KS*  - 


. 

who  were  two  of  the  splendid  young  people  members,  of  the  Evangelical 


.w4rv^ 


Church  at  Milton,  Pennsylvania,  when  I  served  that  splendid  ccngreg- 

.  ,  ,  .V  .....  '  ■» 

aticn  as  pastor  in  1903-1907. 

Pwomenbering  while  in  Akron  the  data  obtained  as  a  rather  indefin¬ 
ite  clue,  whon  ■visiting  cousin  Sarah  Shortess  Palmer,  at  Massillon,  Ohio 
In  xr!3,  I  went  to  the  office  cf  the  Register  and  Recorder  in  the  Court 


‘ 


House , 


*  *  ''VI  ^  .’’*/■*  *•*»  •  ■*• 

•*•'  U.  •.  .  w  v'-'i--.*  ‘ 


^  1  i  -nvr.  r  V  ~v  „  I  ,  •  ,  ,,„  , 

-e  —  ■ii-awjjj  -her  ..ess,  wno  died  Feoruary  14,  1384* 

Also  or  file  the  "Last  *ill-  nrd  Testament"  cf  Jcsiah  7.  Shorten, 
b/  which  he  bequeathed  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  for  the  fencing 

of  the  graveyard  at  Norton  Center,  Ohio.  7hi3  was  to  me  indeed  inter¬ 
esting  and  hopeful. 

The  next  day,  therefore,  I  ha 
out  vO  Ncrtcn  Center,  a  “distance  c 

in  the  old  village  graveyard,  I  found  eight  Shortess  graves  with  the 
interesting  inscriptions  on  the  tombstones,  which  I  copied  in  the  drde 
&3  I  came  to  them,  as  follows *- 
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Akron 

Elicabeth  Shorte3s 
Died  February  25,  1S84 
Aged  77  y,  3m,  21d. 


(Born  Nov.  4,  1806) 


2.  Josiah  F.  Shortss3 
Died  April  28,  1876 
Aged  56  y,  1  m. 


(Bom  y&r.  29,  1310) 


V* 
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3.  Sarah,  Wife  of  Andrew  Shortess 
Died  March  9,  1858 
Aged  95  y,  la,  9d. 


(*Xskxr* 


4. 
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Aler^JK^fier  Shortess 
Fath&r  of  John  and  brother  of  Andrew- 
Died  Nov.  5,  1854 
Aged  85  y,  8m,  11  d.  i 


(Bom  Jan,  30,  1755) 
(Bom  Febr.  24,  1759) 


:;.T  s  - - - - - -  ••* 

Died  October  25,  1938  (Born  JEar.  1,  1602) 

Age  27  y,  ?  Bj  is  d. 
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7 «  {On  reverse  side  of  3ame  stone) 
Alexander  Shortess  • 

Died  February  26,  1857 
Age  18  y,  3  m,  12  d. 


'Jh>- 


(Eorn  Nov.  11,  1338) 


Alexander  Shortess 

(A  very  small  stone  with  no  other  inscription  than  the 
name,  which  doubtless  marked  the  grave  of  the  18  ■><•<5:;—  ~i-? 
Alexander  Shortess,  whose  inscription  appeared  on  <- r=>  -o 


verse  side  cf  another  stone  as  above  recorded.) 


tre 
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.*16  date  or  birth ,  a  3  indicated  in  parenthesis  was  net  in  the  in- - 
scription  cn  the  respective  tombstones,  but  was  supplied  to  complete  the 
record..  The  21izac©th  Shortess  who  died  in  1384.  was  evident l*r  the  last 
of  the  Shortess  family  in  that  vicinity. 


ANDREW  SHORTESS,  1786-1839,  the  sixth  of  the  children  of  Thomas  and 

->ary  Hunter  Shortess,  1765—1853;.  came  with  his  parents  to  America  when  bu 

six  months  of  age,  and  was  reared  in  what  is  now  Perry  County*,  Pennsylvan 

* 

ia.  In  his  early  manhood  he  was  united  in  rarriage  with  Sarah  Foster, 
1765—1858,  To  this  union  five  sons  and  four  daughters  were  bom,  namely: 
Thomas,  Robert  Jonathan,  Alexander,  Elizabeth,  Josiah  Foster,  Ann,  Folly 
and  Sarah, 


Andrew  Shortess  was  my  great-grandfather,  and  I  very  much  regret 
that  I  have  been  unable  to  learn  more  about  his  long  and  eventful  life. 
The  only  data  I  have  of  his  military  record  is  from  the  Pennsylvania 
Jrchives,  where  this  entry  appears:-  - 


"Andrew  Shortess,  1783,  2nd  Battalion,  Cumberland  County, 
Lieutenant  John  Alexander," 


This  was  evidently  when  he  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age  and  dur¬ 


ing  the  period  of  the  American  Revolution, 


Andrew  Shortess,  during  his  residence  in  Pennsylvania,  was  evident!;/ 

a  farmer  by  occupation,  as  in  the  history  of  Perry  County,  he  is  listed 

in  1828  as  a  landowner  in  Wheatf  ield  Township, 

In  the  State  Capitol  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  there  is  on  file 

the  Draft  of  a  tract  of  161  acres  of  land  with  the  following  inscrip— 

-ilon:-  ~  ‘ 

"A  draft  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  Rye  Twp,  Cumberland 
County,  containing  One  Hundred  and  Sixtyone  Acres,  84  perches,  * 
and  allowance. 

Surveyed  the  30th  of  July,  1814,  in  pursuance  of  a  Warrant 
granted  Andrew  Shortess,  Dated  Kay  31st,  1814,  ,.r 

I  do  certify  that  a  family  is  actually  residing  on  this  land. 


Richard  T,  Leach,  Esq, 

General  Surveyor  of  Pennsylvania 


Robt.  Clark,  D.  3. 


* 
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Andrew  Shortess  also  bought  land  from  the  State, 
the  land,  or  161  acres. 


He  paid  -'5.55  for 


Cumberland  County 
Alexander  Shortess 

Pat.  to  Andrew  Shortess  Say  161,  84  Ps.  &  allowance 

and  Heirs  Retf .  &  Qa.  29th  June  1820 

June  29th  1820 

509 

H  -  17-  456  Accepted  February  20th  1819 

Act  of  Assembly  of  this  date. 


About  the  year  1830,  Andrew  Shortess,  when  sixty-three  years  cf  . 
age,  and  all  of  his  fardly  except  Thomas,  his  oldest  son,  and  hi3 
brother  Alexander  Shortess,  and  his  family,  sold  their  homes  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  "went  West",  settling  in  the  vicinity  of  Barberton  and 
Akron,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  (See  Will  of  his  sen  Alexander  Shortess, 
Page  53  ) 

Andrew  Shortess  died  there  just  nine  years  later,  in  1839,  at  the 
age  of  72  years,  9  months  and  23  days.  Sarah  Foster  Shortess,  his 
wife,  survived  him  for  about  twenty  years,  and  died  March  9th,  1858, 
at  the  age  of  93  years,  1  month  and  9  days. 

ALEXANDER  SHORTESS,  1769-1854,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Hunter 
Shortess,  and  twin  brother  of  Nancy  Ann  Shortess  Owen,  was  born,  Febru¬ 
ary  24,  1769,  or  about  two  years  after  his  parents  emigrated  to  Am¬ 
erica.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  September  10,  1794,  with  Margaret 
Owen,  1771-1815,  the  sister  of  Griffith  Owen,,  who  was  the  husband  of 

%  -  r 

his  twin  sister  Nancy  Ann  Shortess.  (See  Shortess-Owen  family  dia- 

% 

gram,  page  24) 

To  this  union  four  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born,  namely: 

Levi,  Thomas,  Mary  Ann,  Emily,  Wesley  and  John. 


u  n 
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Margaret  Owen  Shortess,  wife  and  mother  died  January  15,  1815,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Shortoss  plot  in  the  old  Swisshelm  Church  Graveyard, 
in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  leaving  a  husband  and  six  children  at  an 
age  when  a  wife  and  mother  was  very  greatly  needed  in  the  home.  The 
husband  and  father,  Alexander  Shortess,  did  not  remarry,  yet,  neverthe-  ' 
less,  succeeded  in  rearing  his  six  children  to  noble  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood,  and  all  made  good  in  life. 

Judging  from  the  data  in  hand,  I  conclude  that  Alexander  Shortess 
was  a  splendid  personality,  aggressive,  industrious,  juditicus,  and 

religious,  a  man  who  exercised  a  wholesome  and  constructive  influence  in 

■  •  • 

the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

In  ny  research  for  data  on  the  Shortess  family  genealogy  in  America, 
I  have  been  like  BThe  little  busy  bee,  that  gathers  honey  all  the  day 
from  every  open  flower".  I  have  tried  to  follow  up  every  possible  clue, 
and  consulted  all  available  records  hopeful-  sources  of  information. 

t  _  '■  .  .  * 

On  page  1077  of  "The  History  of  Perry  County",  referring  to  the 
Young’s  M.  E,  Church,  I  find  this  notation:-  "This  was  one  of  the  four 
appointments  in  the  Juniata  -Circuit  at  that  time;  the  other  three  were 

v.  :  • 

Loverpool,  Alexander  Shortess,  near  Shermans dale,  and  Pfoutz  Valley, 


•'**  ■  •  -■»  -r,  •  .-*  *  .  ***•>  •  r  * 

and  from  1809  to  1826  were  regularly  supplied  by  Methodist  preachers." 

' 

From  this  we  would  conclude  that  Alexander  Shortess  was  actively  iden- 

V'-' 
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.... 
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.  fy  •  -  '  c  tv:'  • 

tifled  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  that  his  home  was  one  cf 


*v r? 


the  regular  "preaching  places"  for  the  old-fashioned  Methodist  "circuit 


rider", 


•  ?  i  V  -  - ;  \  V, 


That  he  was  constructively  interested  in  the  cause  of  education  may 


be  inferred  from  the  following  statement  on  page  1056,  of  "The  History 


of  Perry  County",  "The  Shortess  schoolhouse  stood  close  to  the  line  of 
Alexander  Shortess  and  Anthony  Kimmel,  on  the  bank  of  Fishing  Creek,  in 


fif 


the  fork  of  a  hollow,  and  on  the  property  new  owned  by  Will  jar,  "see. 

The  3Choolhcuse  was  accepted  by  the  school  directors  after  the  adoption 
of  the  ecjncon-school  law. 

The  same  History,  on  page  1050,  refers  to  property  which  he  owned:- 
nCarrcll  Township,  Alexander  Shortess  acquired  a  large  property  on  Fish¬ 
ing  Creek,  he  had  a  Saw  Mill,  which  was  run  by  Alexander  Lackey,  but 
has  since  gone  into  ruin,  Alexander  Lackey  bought  the  property  from 
Shortess,  and  it  descended  to  hi3  sen  Benjamin.  Over  sixty  years  ago, 
Alexander  Shortess  sold  a  part  of  his  land  to  Henry  Sentsel,  which  was 
afterward  bought  by  Daniel  Comp®* 

"f^e  Township  assessment  roll  of  1820,  Alexander  Shortess  237  acres  and 
saw  mill®* 

There  is  on  file  in  the  State  Capito  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 
the  surveyor’s  draft  of  a  tract  of  186  acres  and  145  perches  of  land* 
the  property  of  Alexander  Shortess,  with  the  following  inscription:- 

"The  Draft  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  Rye  Twp.,  Cumberland 
County,  containing  One’  Hundred  and  Eighty -six  Acres  and  145  perches  and 
allowance*  Surveyed  July  30th  1814,  in  pursuance  of  a  Warrent  granted 
Alexander  Shortess,  dated  November  20th  1812, 


J 


Robt.  Clark,  D,  S.  . 


Cumberland  County 


Alexander  Shortess 
186  ac.  145  psT  and  allowance 


Retd.  &  Ca.  May  6th  1819. 


Patented  to  Alexander  Shortess 
and  Heirs,  Kay  5th  1819. 
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Accepted  December  3th  1817 


* 
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Data  frca  the  Of  flee  of  the  Recorder  of  Deeds,  Carlisle,  Pennsylvani  a 

Vol.  I,  Page  642, George  Lcgue,  S3q.  to  Alexander  Shortess  and  Robert 
Lackey,  August  10,  1738,  Rye  Txp.  210  Acres,  $370*00 

Vol*  I,  Q  237,  James  Sharon,  Tyrone  Twp.  Attorney  for  William  Shsrcn, 
To  Alex.  Shorte3S  and  Robert  Lackey  of  Rye  Twp,  $20.00  Nov.  10,  1705, 
140  Acres  in  Rye  TVp.  Adjoining  land  of  James  Thompson. 

Vol.  I,  Q.  239,  Samuel  Lyon  to  Alex.  Shcrtess  and  Robert  Lackey  cf 
Itye  Twp.  "15  pounds  lawful  money n  1793,  Rye  Twp.  beginning  at  white 
oak,  thence  by  land  claimed  by  Thomas  Shortess,  now  possessed  by 
Bruce  Smith  and  James  Thompson,  John  James  containing  55  acres. 


Vol.  I  T,  504.  Robert  Lackey  to  Alex.  Shortess,  Nov.  26,  1808,  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  Pounds  to  him  paid  in  hand  by  Alex.  Shcrt- 
ess-  Bounded  on  the  east  by  land  of  Anthony  Kinmel,  south  by  land 
of  Geo.  Logue,  on  west  by  John  McClintock,  containing  300  acres. 


Vol.  I.  V  720  March  26,  1812,  John  K&nage  to  Alex.  Shortess,  Sept.  21, 
1809,  unseated  land  for  taxes,  322  acres,  $13,00. 


It  appears  that  in  his  later  years,  Alexander  Short es 3  made  hi3 


home  with  his  daughter  Mary  Ann,  the  wife  of  Robert  Milligan  at 
Swissvale,  Pennsylvania,  but  quite  frequently  visited  with  his  chil- 
dren  and  other  relatives  in  Ohio.  As  there  was  not  the  convenient  means 
of  transportation  that  we  now  have,  he  very  frequently  walked  to 
Ohio.  He  was  on  one  of  these  visiting  trips  when  he  was  taken  sick 

and  died  at  the  home  of  his  niece,  Elisabeth  Shortess,  in  Ohioi  Nov- 

‘  '  -  • 

ember  5th,  1954,  at  the  age  of  85  years,  9  months  and  11  days,  and 

' 

was  buried  hy  the  side  of  his  brother  Andrew,  in  the  graveyard  at 
Hcrton'Centar,  Ohio^JjA  -'• '' 


'-tVu 
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With  the  death  of  Alexander  Shortess,  we  note  the  passing  of  the 


last  survivor  of  the  second  generation  of  the  Shortess  family  in 

9 

America. 
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THE  THIRD  GENERATION  0?  THE  SHORTESS  FAMILY. 


In  writing  the  story  of  the  third  generation  of  the  Shortess 
family  In  America,  I  am  unconf ortably^  handicaped  by  a  lack  of  the 
necessary  data  for  a  comprehensive  biography  of  quite  a  number  of 
the  members  of  this  early  generation.  Some  of  the  causes  for  thi3 
unfortunate  lack  of  genealogical  data  have  already  been  partly  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  introduction  to  this  family  history. 

This,  the  third  generation  of  the  Shortess  family  in  America, 
includes  only  the  immediate  descendents  of  the  two  sons  and  five 
daughters  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Hunter  Shortess,  who  constituted  the 
second  generation  of  the  family.  Unfortunately,  however,  we  know 
very  little,  if  anything,  about  four  of  the  -daughters  of  Thomas  Short¬ 
ess,  the  emigrant,  via:-  Suz&nna,  Polly,  Elizabeth  and  Catherine.  It 
nay  be  possible  that  some  of  their  descendents  may  still  be  living, 
but  the  genealogical  line  appears  to  have  been  permanently  broken 
and  lost. 

THOMAS  SHORTESS  (1792-1850),  the  oldest  3on  of  Andrew  and  Sarah 

a/-  '  v  ,  .  »'*.  .  >. 

l  ,  « 

Foster  Shortess,  was  bom  in  Cumberland,  now  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania 


■ 


November  29,  1792,  and  lived  the  greater  part  of  his  life  and  died  in 

his  hone  near  New  Bloomfield,  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania .  He  was  a 

■  » 

miller  by  trade,  and  operated  the  mill  located  between  his  horns  and 

« 

New  Bloomfield.  He  also  cultivated  the  snail  farm  of  30  acres,  where 

.  '  .  ■  .  -  .  :  ~  . 
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he  lived.  He  was  united  in  marriage  three  times.  His  first  wife  was 
Mary  Bucanan  (1788-1830).  To  this  union  the  following  children  were 


bom:-  Lucinda,  Janes  Bucanan,  Sarah,  Mary  Jane,  Andrew,  Rebecca, 
David,  and  Ephraim*  Mary  Bucanan  Shortess  departed  this  life.  May  22, 
1330,  aged  42  years,  2  months  and  15  days. 


■ 
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The  second  marriage,  March  4,  1633,  ▼as  with  Eleanor  Greer,  bom 
January  8,  1SOO,  a  granddaughter  of  Colonel  Samuel  Irvin,  who  served 
in  the  army  of  tne  American  Revolution,  To  thi.3  union  was  bom  one 
son,  Samuel  Irvin  * Shortess .  Eleanor  Greer  Shortess  died  September  16, 
1336,  aged  36  years,  3  months  and  8  days. 

His  third  marriage,  March  21,  1839,  was  with  Mary  Hill,  bom  May 
19,  1793.  To  this  union  was  bom  one  son,  Alexander  Shortess.  With 
the  coining  of  Mary  Hill  into  the  Shortes3  home,  there  came  with  her  al¬ 
so,  quite  a  young  bey  iy  the  name  of  Isaiah  Skivington.  Whether  he 
was  the  son  of  Mary  Hill,  or  that  of  a  near  relative,  I  do  not  know. 
However,  these  three  boys,  Samuel  Irvin,  Isaiah  and  Alexander  were 
thus  brought  together  and  raised  like  brothers,  Mary  Hill  Shortess  be- 
.v  lag  a  very  good  mother  to  them.  Isaiah  Skivington  married  Marla  Wit- 
mer,  and  was  the  father  of  several  scons  and  daughters.  Emnq  married 
Rev.  C.  J.  Dick,  and  their  son.  Rev.  Roy  H.  Dick,  Hanover,  Pennsylvania, 
is  a  grandson  of  Isaiah  Skivington.”  Mary  Hill  Shortess  died  August  20, 

»  •>  «. 7- i*r  *  -  ‘Vv  -v  V-  ^  J  ' ''  >  '  b.  -V  ,  *  .  *■  ..*. 

1371,  aged  73  years,  3  months  and  one  day. 

-  -  \  •'  - 

%  The  following  table  will  show  the  respective  ages  of  the  Shortess 

.V  -i  . 


children  when  Eleanor  Greer  and  Mary  Hill  came-  into  the  home.  * 

ifty 
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Eleanor  Greer 

Maiy  Hill 

"  *  -  «  J- ..  SAri.-l 

Bom 

Y. 

M.  D. 

■  .. ■. 

I.  H.  D. 

. 
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1.  Lucinda 

1813 

19, 

10,  12, 

25,  10,  29. 

/ 

. 
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2.  James  Bucanan 

1814 

18, 

5,  19, 

24,  4,  29. 

•  i  ,  ' 

r|i  .mi r.t>5  • 

3.  Sarah 

■ 

1816 

* 

16, 

6,  1, 

..  ■ 

22,  6,  18. 

}•{“&%*, 

4.  Mary  Jane 

1818 

14, 

6®  17, 

20,  6,  4. 

.v  .  ^ 

5.  Andrew 

1820 

12, 

7,  o,  52 

r  • 

18,  7,  17. 

6.  Rebecca 

1822 

$ 

2,  26, 

16,  3,  3. 

7.  Ephraim 

1825 

7, 

7,  22, 

13,  6,  9. 

8.  David 

1827 

5, 

3,  17, 

11,  4,  4. 

— 

9.  Samuel  Irvin 

1834, 

Son  of  Eleanor  Greer 

4,  9,  14. 

1340,  Son  of  Mary  Hill 


D.  Alexander 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  these  ten  children  cf  Thomas 
Shortens  all  grew  to  the  mature  age  of  manhood  and  womanhood,  and 
that  Samuel  Irvin,  who  died  January  19,  1910,  aged  75  years,  7  months 
and  12  days,  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  family. 

The  following  rather  strange  coincidence  wa3  related  to  me  by  ray 
father,  Samuel  Irvin  Shortess,  when  telling  me  of  some  of  the  exper¬ 
iences  of  his  early  life 


"Less  than  a  year  before  father  (Thoms  Shortess)  died,  he  made 
a  ’flail  supple*  using  the  very  best  white  hickory  wood,  and  as  he 
finished  it  he  3aid,  ’There  now,  that  will  last  as  long  as  I  last*. 

In  the  fall  while  we  were  threshing  oats  and  father  was  finishing 
with  light  strokes  of  the  flail,  the  ’flail  supple3,  which  he  had  made 

i 

and  was  using  suddenly  and  icysteriously  broke,  tearing  the  solid  wood 
without  any  apparent  cause, 

•  ‘d  -  •  1.  <  v  •  ■*  •  .1'.  V. 

Father  was  Court  Crier  and  came  home  Friday  evening  after  Court 

- 

had  adjourned,  and  helped  me  clean  up  the  oats  we  had  threshed.  He 

-  •  ■  „  -V  •  V.  V  ,  I.  ^ 


took  sick  that  evening  and  was  not  able  to  go  to  church  on  Sunday,  He 
was  the  Class  Leader  in  the  Methodist  Church,  arid  on  Monday,  he  took  his 
bed,  arid  the  next  Tuesday  a  week  he  died",  ** 

(Tuesday,  January  22,  1850,  aged  57  years,  1  month  and  23  days) 

i  ' 

■ 

ROBERT  SHORTESS,  a  son  of  Andrew  aid.  Sarah  Foster  Shortess,  is  said 


I* 
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,*7  .tj  —$■■■- 


to  have  gone  to  Oregon  in  the  early  years  of  the  19th  century,  and  - 

.  ■  %  v  ■-  •  ■  ' ■  •  . . ■  .  * 

tarried  an  Indian  girl*  They  had  one  daughter,  who,  after  the  death 

''5r.  .  •..V  -4.  3-  •'  *•  •'.?  >  >  ■  .'•*  -  -  i -  V ! 


of  her  mother,  was  sent  to  school  in  New  York. 


Kiss  Wilhelaina  2.  Carothers,  a  great-granddaughter  of  Alexander 

■  .  •  _ 

Shortess,  writes:—  "From  1909  to  1920  I  lived  in  Portland,  Oregon, 
and  tried  at  that  time  to  trace  the  history  of  Robert  Shortess,  who  wa3 
a  member  of  that  early  Champaeg  Conference,  where  the  first  Provis¬ 
ional  Government  of  Oregon  was  formed. 


. 
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He  was  one  of  the  prominent  members,  but  seemed  shortly  after  to 
have  withdrawn  from  active  participation  in  the  affairs  of  state.  He 
married  an  Indian  girl”, 

s 

In  the  Administrator  Report  on  the  estate  of  Elizabeth  Shorte32, 
(1884)  niece,  Susan  Shortess,  of  Astoria,  Oregon  is  mentioned.  She  i3 
believed  to  have  been  the  daughter  of  Robert  Short ess  of  Oregon,  the 
brother  of  Elizabeth.  Thrs,  in  brief,  is  all  of  the  data  I  have  been 
able  to  find  concerning  Robert  Shortess. 

JONATHAN  SHORTESS,  son  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  Foster  Shortess,  wa3 
bom  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1300,  and  died  in  1877 c 
He  "went  West"  about  the  year  1830,  and  settled  in  central  Ohio.  He 
waa  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Debora  Thacker,  to  which  union  were  bom 
one  son,  Stephen  Thacker  Shortess,  and  one  daughter,  Anna  Adaliza  Short¬ 
ess,  Jonathan  Shortess  and  hi3  wife.  Debora,  are  buried  in  the  village 
cemetery  at  Sparta,  Ohio.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Anna  Adaliza  James,  is 
also  buried  there* 

ALEXANDER  SHORTESS,  son  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  Foster  Shortess,  was 

•  » * 

•> 

bom  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1302,  and  very  likely  moved  with 

«  , 

the  Shortess  group  "to  the  West"  in  1830,  and  settled  in  Medina  County,  , 


Znf- ; 


Ohio*  During  ay  visit  to  Akron,  Ohio,  in  1934,  to  which  I  have  already 

•  •  ■  ■  '  -  "T* 
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referred,  I  went  with  ay  friend  and  host,  Mr.  Ed.  T.  Long,  to  Medina, 
the  county  seat  of  Medina  County,  and  while  Mr.  Long  was  attending  to 


^  <■  -  ••  «>  ' 


-- 


some  business  matters,  I  went  to  the  County  Court  House  to  examine  re- 

*  I  ■  .  -  V  '  ,  1  ■ 
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cords  for  possible  data  on  the  Shortess  family  history,  I  was  very 
much  interested  to  find  on  record  the  following  "Last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment"  of  Alexander  Shortess,  dated  October  22,  1838,  a  certified  copy 

/ 

of*  which  I  had  made  for  the  Shortess  Family  Genealogical  Record  as 
follows ; 


-  -  ALEXANDER  3K0P.TE3S '  WILL 


I,  Alexander  Shortess  of  the  County  of  Medina  in  the  State  cf 
Ohio,  do  sake  and  publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  manner 
and  form  following  that  is  to  say: 

First,  it  is  my  will  that  my  funeral  expenses  and  all  my  ju3t 
debts  be  fully  paid. 

Second,  I  give  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife,  Sarah 
Shortess,  in  Lieu  of  her  dower  the  one  third  of  the  plantation  on 
which  we  now  reside,  situate  in  the  Township  of  Norton,  in  the  County 
of  Medina,  and  State  of  Ohio,  containing  about  thirty-one  and  one 
fourth  acres  off  the  north  side  cf  said  farm  during  her  natural  life, 
and  so  much  of  the  live-stock  hereafter  described  viz:  one  hor3e 
or  mar*».  as  she  may  choose,  one  half  of  the  sheep  by  me  now  ovned 
and  pork  sufficient  for  the  use  of  her  family  till  she  raises  for 
herself,  and  also  grain  sufficient  to  bread  her  family  till  she 
raises  for  herself  and  equal  part  of  fruit  off  of  said  farm,  two 
cows  during  her  natural  life  as  aforesaid.  And  at  the  death  cf  my 
wife  all  the  said  property  hereby  devised  or  bequeathed  to  her  as 
aforesaid  to  my  heir  yet  unborn  and  to  his  or  her  heir3  and  assigns 
forever. 

Third,  I  give  and  devise  to  ay  heir  yet  unborn  all  the  remainder 
of  the  farm  situate  as  aforesaid  containing  sixty-three  and  three  fourth 
acres  to  his  or  her  heirs  ar*i  assigns  forever. 

Fourth,  I  give  and  devise  all  the  remainder  of  the  properly  not 
hereby  described  to  my  brother  Josiah  F*  Shortess  and  that  my  father 
and  mother  be  supported  by  him  off  of  said  farm  where  they  now  reside 
during  their  natural  life  and  also  my  niece  Sarah  Shortess  during  her 

afflietion  and  inability.  „ 

✓  /  • 

Fifth,  if  in  case  ay  heir  as  above  should  not  survive  or  live  to 
possess  the  property  as  aforesaid  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  then 
and  in  that  case  I  give  and  devise  the  aforesaid  farm  to  ay  brother 
Josiah  ?•  Shortess,  and  that  he  pay  five  hundred  Dollars  to  ay  sister 
Elizabeth  Shortess  as  he  can  raise  it  off  of  said  farm,  she  remaining 

with  her  father  and  mother  and  continue  to  take  care  of  them. 

' 

And  Iastley,  I  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  ay  said  brother 
-  Josiah  F.  Shortess  to  be  the  Executor  far  this  my  last  Will  and  Test¬ 
ament  revoking  and  anulling  all  former  wills  by  me  made  and  satisfy¬ 
ing  and  confirming  this  and  no  other  to  be  uy  Last  Will  and  Testament. 

Sixthly,  I  do  appoint  Josiah  F.  Shortess  to  take  charge  of « all 
the  property  as  aforesaid  and  act  as  a  guardian  for  my  heir  yet  un¬ 
born  and  that  he  see  that  the  child  be  taken  care  of  and  that  hs  re¬ 
ceive  a  liberal  education  in  common. 

his 

Alexander  (X)  Shortess 
Mark 


. 


f 

■  - 


In  testimony  thereto  I  have  hereunto  30*  jny  hand  and  3eal  this 
twenty-second  day  of  October,  One  Thousand,  Sight  Hundred  and  Thirty 

eight. 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered  by  the  above  named  Alexander  Shortess 
as  and  for  his  last  will  and  testament  in  presence  of  us. 

Jarres  Armstrong 
Alexander  Fi3her 
Elijah  Canfield 

The  above  is  a  certified  copy  issued  from  th8  Recorders  office  of 
Medina  County,  Ohio.  • 


As  we  note  and  study  the  time  and  provisions  of  this  rather  re-  • 
markable  will*  we  are  led  to  wonder  just  why  it  should  have  been  writ¬ 
ten  just  three  days  before  the  death  of  the  testator.  Had  seme  fatal 

accident  or  disease  suddenly  befallen  him?  And  then  what  sorrow  the 

* '  \ 

*  young  wife  and  prospective  mother  must  have  endured  S  And  then  the  "un 
bom  heir"  mentioned  in  the  will  to  be  bora  just  sixteen  days  after  the 
death  of  the  husband  and  father,  all  of  which  speaks  of  a  depth  of 
sorrow  that  must  have  overshadowed  that  home.  ;  • 

On  his  tombstone  in  the  village  graveyard  at  Norton  Center,  Ohio, 
may  be  found  this  inscription:-  "Alexander  Shortess,  Born  March  1,  1802, 

ft  •  '  W  •'  -  -  /"  :•  ~ 
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Died  October  25,  1838,  Aged  37  years,  7  month  and  15  days". 


:  >***'- 


Sarah  Shortess,  the  niece  mentioned  in  the  will,  was  the  invalid 

‘  :  -■  -  •*->  V  ”  -  -  : 

daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Bucanan  Shortess  of  Perry  County,  Permsyl- 


w.'t  -v 


vania,  the  oldest  brother  of  Alexander  Shortess  the  testator.  She  late: 


rrrr,~--~ir-  v . 

regained  her  health  and  was  married  to  Rev.  John  B  la  ugh,  and  became  the 

. 

mother  of  two  sons.  She  died  October  31,  1909,  aged  93  years,  one 


month  and  eighteen  days. 

ELIZABETH  SHORTESS,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  Foster 
Shortess,  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  November  4,  1806,  and 


* 


t 
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died  February  25,  1884,  aged  77  years,  3  months  and  21  days,  a3  per 
the  inscription  on  her  tombstone  in  the  village  graveyard  at  Norton 
Center,  Ohio. 


She  never  married  and  evidently  always  remained  at  heme  caring  for 
her  aged  father  and  mother,  and  younger  brother,  Josiah,  until  they  had 
all  passed  away. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit  in  Akron  Ohio,  in  1834,  X  found  on  record 
in  the  Sunni t  County  Court  House,  the  following  Administrator's  account 
of  the  estate  of  Elizabeth  Shortess,  which  because  of  the  interesting  * 
data  which  it  contains,  I  will  herewith  copy  in  fall:- 

Data  gleaned  from  the  account  filed  by,  Wellington  Miller,  Admin¬ 
istrator  of  the  estate  of  Elizabeth  Shortess,  as  on  file  in  the  Court 
House  at  Akron,  Ohio. 


Application  for  Letters  of  Administration  in  the  estate  of  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Shortess,  resident  of  Horten  Township,  who  died  February  24th. 

1884. 

Application  made  by  Wellington  Miller,,  after  Sarah  Hoskinson,  sister 
of  the  deceased  declined  to  administer. 

Said  descendant  died  leaving  some  other  heirs  at  law,  a  part  of 
whom  are  believed  to  reside  within  the  state  "of  Ohio,  but  their  place 
of  residence  is  unknown  to  this  applicant,. except  that  they  are  all  non¬ 
residents  of  Summit  County.  Said  Sarah  Hoskinson  declines  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  said  estate. 


■:  ■  r 
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The  undersigned  asks  to  be  appointed  Administrator  of  the  estate  of 
said  descendent,  and  on  his  oath  aforesaid,  says  the  amount  of  personal 
property  will  be  about  $750.00  and  offers  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $1500.00 
with  Reuben  Hart z ell  and  Cyrus  Miller  as  sureties  thereto  and  appoints 
M.  L.  Shook,  William  Lahr,  and  E.  G.  Smith  as  appraisers  of  said  estate. 


Wellington  Miller 


The  following  names  have  been  copied  from  the  report  and  receipts 
indicating  the  amount  received  by  certain  heirs  of  the  said  Elizabeth 


Shortess,  as  per  the  account  of  the  Administrator-  Wellington  Killer. 


' 


Sarah  Hoskinacn,  (sister)  Akrcn. 
Johathan  Johnson,  (nephew)  Massillon. 
Susan  Shcrtess,  (niece)  Astoria,.  Oregon, 
Ann  Raridan  (sister)  Minnesota. 

Ada lisa  Jame3  (niece)  Sparta,  Ohio. 
Stephen  Shortess  (nephew)  Iowa. 

Sarah  Plow  (niece)  Havana,  Ohio, 


Copied  from  Receipts  with  signatures  of  respective  heirs. 


12.  Sarah  Hosklnson  50.00 

14.  D.B.BeraO)  Anna  Berdcn  50.00 
29.  Andrew  Shortess  8.33 
21.  Mrs,  Anna  Bard on  53.32 

14.  Sarah  Hoskinson  33.32 

15.  Sarah  S.  Wakley  33.32 
20.  Stephen  Shortess  41.66 

16.  Adalisa  A.  James  41.66 
28.  Charley  ?.  Shortess  2.78 
35.  Robert  Johnson  16.66 
31.  Alexander  Shortess  8.33 
25.  Ephraim  Shortess  8.33 
56.  James  D.  Stewart  2.04 


CO.  Samuel  A.  Stewart 

2.04 

22.  Johathan  W. Johns on 

16.66 

23.  Kt3.  A.Mfumberger 

16.66 

24.  Amanda  M.J. Walker 

16.66 

26.  J.F. Shortess 

2.73 

27 •  Mrs •  Sarah  Palmer 

.  2.78 

30.  Samuel  I.  Shortess 

8,33 

52.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Clegg 

8.33 

33.  Sarah  A.  B laugh 

8.33 

35.  Alexander  Johnson 

Sadalina  Mo. 

16.66 

37.  Annie  E.  Britcher 

2.C4 

J0SIAH  POSTER  SHORTESS,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  Foster 

Shortess j  was  born  March  28,  1810,  in  Perry  County  Pennsylvania,  and  died 

• .  .  '  / 

April  28,  1876,  in  Summit  County,  Ohio,  aged  66  years,  and  one  month.  He 
never  married  hence  had  no  family,  but  always  lived  at  home  caring  for  his 
aged  parents,  and  after  their  death  continued  in  the  hpmft  with  his  un¬ 
married  sister,  Elisabeth. 

. 

* 

He  served  as  Executor  of  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  his 

brother,  Alexander  Shortess,  by  Will  he  also  became  the  Guardian  of  his 

' 

son  Alexander  Shortess,  Jr.0  who  died  at  the  age  of  18  years. 


It  was  the  finding  of  the  following  last  Will  and  Testament,  of 
Josiah  F.  Shortess,  on  record  in  the  Court  House  at  Akron,  Ohio,  that  gave 
me  the  clue  ty  which  I  succeeded  in  finding  the  six  Shortess  graves  in  the 
village  graveyard  at  Norton  Center,  Ohio,  which  had  evidently  been  unknown 


to  any  of  the  Shortess  family  for  many  years. 


- 


THE  LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT  OF  JCSIAH  F.  SHCETESS 


I>  Josiah  F.  Shortess  of  Norton,  Sumrdt  County  Ohio,  do  maine  and 
publish  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

First.  It  Is  my  will  that  wy  just  debts,  funeral  expenses  and  all 
charges  be  fully  paid. 

Secondly.  I  wil  and  demise  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  to  pay  for 
fencing  the  Township  Burying  ground  at  the  Center  of  Norton,  in  case  the 
fencing  thereof  should  not  be  otherwise  provided  for. 

Thirdly.  I  give  and  devise  all  the  residue  of  my  estate  to  my  sister 
Elisabeth  Shortess,  to  be  hers  and  her  heirs  forever. 

Fourthly,  and  last.  I  dc  hefeby  appoint  A.  C.  Voria,  Esq.  Executor  of 
this  my  last  will  and  testament. 


Signed  and  acknowledged 
ty  3iad  Josiah  F.  Shortess 
as  h±3  last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment  in  our  presence 
and  signed  by  us  in  his 
presence  this  1st  day  of  July 
A.  D.  1859. 

H.  G.  Marshall 
.  Louisa  Marshall 
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Jc Gish  F»  Shorte23s  (Seal) 
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$1250.00  , 

Received  of  A.  C.  Voris,  as  Executor  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
Josiah  F.  Shortess ?  deceased,  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  part  share  cf 
the  estate  of  said  Shortess,  devised  and  bequeathed  to  Elisabeth  Shortess, 
devisee  of  said  testator. 


‘  r  V’  « 


v;, -i . 

John  M.  Hill,  Guardian 
of  Elizabeth  Shortess. 


ik* 
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By  his  last  Will  Josiah  F.  Shortess  bequeathed  the  greater  part  of  his 
estate  to  his  sister  Elisabeth  Shortess.  We  do  not  know  Just  what  her 
physical  or  mental  condition  was,  but  it  appears  that  when  the  estate  was 
finally  settled,  it  was  found  advisable  that  she  should  have  a  guardian, 
as  per  the  above  recorded  receipt. 


' 


AITIT  SHORTESS  PAPJ'EE,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  Fester  Shorts 3* 
was  doubtless  hern  in  Parry  County,  Pennsylvania,  the  date  of  her  birth  how¬ 
ever  I  do  not  have.  After  the  death  cf  her  first  husband  she  carried  a  Mr . 
D.  3.  R&irden,  and  was  ono  of  the  beneficiaries  in  the  last  and  testar.ent  of 

1 

her  sister  Elisabeth,  and  lived  in  i'inneseta* 

POLLY  SHORTESS  JOHNSON,  daughter  cf  Andrew  and  Sarah  Foster 
Shortess,  was  bem  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  but  the  date  of  her  birth 
is  unknown.  She  va3  united  in  marriage  with  Robert  Johnson.  To  this  union 
a  number  of  children  were  bom.  Jonathan,  Robert,  and  Alexander  Johnson,  of 
Sadalina,  Mo.,  beneficiaries  in  the  estate  of  her  sister  Elizabeth,  were 
doubtless  the  sons  of  Polly  Shortess  Johnson,  who  is  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  Massillan,  Ohio. 

SARAH  SHORTESS  HGSKINSON,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  Foster 
Shortass,  was  bora  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  very  likely  came  with 
her  parents  to  Ohio  in  1830.  She  declined  to  serve  as  the  Administratrix 
of  he  estate  of  her  sister  Elizabeth,  but  was  one  of  the  beneficiaries  cf 
the  same.  She  is  buried  in  LTedina  County,  Ohio. 

V.-  .  •  * 

RICHARD  and  WILLIAM  SHORTESS  are  believed  to  have  been  the  sons 


mm 


of  Andrew  and  Sarah  Foster  Shortess,  who  were  said  to  hva  had  twelve 

~~v  .  •  - 
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‘Children.  But  I  have  no  further  data  concerning  Richard  and  William 

.  _  .  1  - 
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Shortess  except  that  I  find  their  names’  mentioned  in  -the  Pennsylvania 

■ 

Archives. 

. 

. 

There  being  no  railroads,  or  modern  busses  in  that  day  it  would 

*  - vT:.j..v "  v_  yWT'’ ‘  ‘  >V •**  r  t  x  ' r 
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be  interesting  to  knew  the  experiences  of  Andrew  Shortess  and  his  family 
during  their  emigration  from  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  tc  Ohio  in  those 
pioneer  days. 


«j tz. 


LETT  GHCFwTFSS,  son  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Owen  Shortess,  va? 
bom  in  Cumberland,  new  Ferry  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  17CJ5,  and  died  in 
1822  at  the  age  of  27  years.  There  is  evidently  other  interesting  data 
concerning  his  birth,  life  and  death  which  I  very  much  regret  that  we  dc 
not  have . 


THOMAS  3KGRTE3S,  son  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Owen  Shortessj. 
we.3  bom  in  Cumberland,  now  Perry  County,  Penns:1' lvania,  in  the  year  179a, 

9  , 

died  in  1851,  aged  fifty— three  years*  Hq  was  united  in  marriage  with  his 

first  cousin,  .Susan  Owen,  daughter  of  Griffith  and  Nancy  Ann  Shortess  Owes 

To  this  union  nine  children  were  fcern*  viz:  Jesse,  Stephen,  Mary,  As  bury- 

and  Sarah.  Two  children  died  before  the  family  moved  to  Ohio,  and  are 

buried  in  the  old  "Swisshelm  Church  graveyard ""  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvaj 

/ 

with  the  following  inscriptions  on  their  tombstones: 

"Margaret  Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Susan  Shortess, 
died,  July  7,  1825,  Aged  2  years  and  8  months. 

-"Levi,  son  of  Thomas  and  Susan  Shortess,  died  October  » 

14,  1351,  Aged  8  months,- 

...  ,  -*r" 

Two  other  children  died  and  are  buried  in  Lexington,  Ohio  by  the  side 


of  their  mother. 


■ 


. 
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Mrs.  Emma  Shortess  Staats,  a  granddaughter  of  Thomas  and  Susan 

■  '  ■■  r  5  •  ■ 

Shortess,  writes:  "Alexander  Shortess  was  a  United  Brethem  minister: 

-  V  ■  ■ 

Thomas  Shortess,  bis  sen  was  a  Methodist  minister,  married  Susan  Owen, 

■  iiitSsik , .....  . ■■  ■  .  ii-.v  x.  -  '  l  k  > 
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and  lived  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania  until  his  eldest  son  Jesse,  was 

■  ■■ 

eleven  years  old,  when  they  moved  to  Ohio,  Lexington  and  Kansfield  were 

-»  -  " 


the  places  where  his  pastorates  were  located. '‘'-There  were  other  children  ir 

•  •  -  .  ■  *  '  - 

the  family,  nine  in  all,  I  think,  several  died  in  infancy." 

.  ....  .  ‘  .  -  /. 
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Mrs.  V.  If,  Wagner,  daughter  cf  Sarah  Shortess  Knox  and  a  grand- 


w 
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daughter  cf  Thomas  and  Susan  Owen  Shortess,  writes;- 


rI  do  not  know  where  my  grandfather,  Thornes  Shortes3  is  buried* 
ncr  did  my  mother.  They  were  living  in  Lexington,  Ohio,  at  the  tire  he 
rede  away  one  morning,  going  down  toward  Columbu3,  to  help  in  a  revival 
meeting  at  seme  country  church.  He  was  stricken  with  a  fever  and  died  in 
unconscious  delirium  after  a  very  brief  illness.  Eis  family  never  saw  him 
ag^in.  “G  was  buried  wcerc  he  died,  for  they  were  very  poor,  and  cold  stormy 
weather  had  set  in. 

"My  grandmother  Short  ess  is  buried  at  Lexington,  Ohio,  She  died 
in  cur  horns  when  I  was  a  young  girl.  I  will  be  in  Lexington  next  week  and 
will  get  the  date  of  Thomas  Shortess1  death  from  the  tombstone  at  grand  - 

mother’ s  grave.  My  mother  had  his  name  and  date  cut  cn  grandmother’s 
tombstone . " 

SUSAN  OTJEN  SHORTESS  was  born  January  4*,  1800,  and  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Thomas  Shcrtess,  April  25,  1820.  She  died  torch  3,  1839 
aged  89  years,  1  month  and  29  days. 

—  a 

ANN  SHCHTSSS  MILLIGAN*  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Mergers t 

S3  was  bom  in  Cumberland,  new  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  Feb- 

*  • 

ruary  16,  18.01,  and  was  united  in  marriage  May  14,  1329,  with  Robert 
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Milligan  who  was  bem  October  27,  1800. 

v . 

/ 

To  this  union  the  following  children  were  born:  Alexander  Shor- 

tess,  April  3,  1830;  Thomas  Avery,  September  22,  1832;  Emeline  Ellen, 

■  ■ 

Octcber  31,  1835;  John  Wesley,  May  15,  1838;  Mary  Margaretta,  September 
9,  1541;  Joseph  Robert,  May  25,  1844. 

-  The  Robert  Milligan  family  always  lived  at  Swissvale,  Pa.  now 
included  in  greater  Pittsburgh.  A  son  of  John  Wesley  Milligan,  Joseph  F. 
Milligan,  now  lives  in  the  old  homestead.  His  address  i3  Swissvale  Station, 
2236  Brad dock  Ave.,  Pennsylvania. 


fib 
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EMILY  SHORTESS  OWEN ,  daughter  of.  Alexander  and  Margaret  Owen 
Shortens  was  born  in  Cumberland,  new  Parry  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1SC4-. 
and  died  in  1S3S,  at  the  age  of  85  years.  She  was  united  in  marriage  with 
her  first  cousin,  Lemuel  C wen,  born  in  1802,  a  sen  of  Benjamin  and  Mary 
McBride  Owen,  We  note  this  to  be  the  second  couple  of  Shortess-Owen  cousins 
to  be  united  in  marriage,  ana  in  both  cases  the  wife  lived  to  the  age  of 
69  and  85  years  respectively. 

WESLEY  SHORTESS,  son  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Owen  Short ess  was 
born  in  Cumberland,  now  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  18C7,  and  died  in 
1838,  aged  31  years.  He  was  united  in  carriage  with  Nancy  Ann  Divan,  as 
per  the  following  record: 


"Wesley  Short  ess  to  Nancy  Ann  Divan 
Both  of  Perry  County,  Married 
March  3,  1831,  ty  Rev*  A.  Griffith," 

*  .  -  v 
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It  would  appear  that  great  bereavement  overshadowed  his  home  as  indicated 
by  the  inscriptions  on  the  tombstones  of  his  loved  one3  who  are  buried  in 
the  old  Swisshelm  Church  graveyard,  in  Perry  county* 


"In  Memory  of  Henrietta,  Daughter  of  Wesley  Shortess 
Who  Died  June  15,  1834,  Aged  1  year,  11  months,*  2  days" 

: 

"In  Memory  of  Nancy,  Wife  of  Wesley  Shortess, 

Born  November  15,  1813,  Died  June  22,  1834. 

Also  of  Mary,  her  infant  child.  Aged  2  days" 

•-  "...v  ... 
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JOHN  SHORTESS,  the  youngest  sen  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Owen 

■  •  •  ■  •  -  -  .  '•••  .  •  • .  -  .  •  »: 
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Shortess,  was  born  1810,  in  Cumberland,  now  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  his 
mother  dying  when  he  was  but  five  years  of  age,  I  find  the  data  concf3rning 


y 


John  Shortess  to  be  very  limited.  Mrs.  V.  W.  rWagner,  a  granddaughter  of 
Thomas  Shortess,  writes:  nl£y  grandfather’s  brother,  John,  lived  near 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  for  many  years  before  he  died.  Ho  had  a  large  family 


of  Andrew,  Died  November  8,  1864,  Aged  35  -ears,  5  no. 11  days. 
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Coming  new  to  the  Griffith  Cwen  and  Ann  Shortsss  Owen  _f yusilr 
of  the  third  generation  of  the  Shortsss  family  in  America,  I  very  much 
regret  the  very  limited  data  which  I  have  thus  far  been  able ‘to  gather 
concerning  this  branch  of  the  family  tree. 

ANN  GY7EN,  the  firstborn  daughter  of  Griffith  and  Ann  Shortens 
Owen,  was  bom  October  21,  1782,  and  died  November  5,  1798,  aged  5  years 
2  months  and  14  days. 

MAHi  C?JEN,  the  second  daughter  of  Griffith  and  Ann  Short  ess  Owe! 
•was  bom  March  24,  1795,  and  died  July  7,  1370,  aged  75  years,  3  month 3 
and  13  days.  She  was  united  in  marriage  December  22,  1835,  with  John 
McCaskey,  who  was  bora  March  3,  18C7. 

LEVI  OWEN,  son  or  Griffith  and  Ann  Short 05 3  Owen,-  was  bom 
September  12,  1797,  and  died  March  3,  1380,  aged  02  years,  3  months  and  21 
days.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  November  11,  1319,  with  Catherine 
Elizabeth  Snyder,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  St^der.  She  was  born  January  3 i, 
1801,  and  died  September  3.9,  1845,  aged  44  years,  6  months  and  13  dav3. 


'  •  Sc. 
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To  this  union  the  following  children  were  born:'  Benjamin;  John;  Catherine; 
Samuel;  Susan;  Sarah  (Heyn);  and  Isaac. 
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SUSAN  0T7EN,  daughter  of  Griffith  and  Ann  Short  as  3  Owen,  'was 
born  January  4,  1800,  and  died  March  3,  1389,  aged  39  years,  1  month  and  29 
days.  She  was  united  in  marriage  May  25,  1320,  with  her  cousin  Thomas 
Shortes3,  who  died  in  1851,  aged  53  years.  To  this  union  the  following 
children  were  bcm:  Jesse;  Stephen:  Mary:  a 5 bury :  Sarah:  Margaret;  Ann; 
Levi;  and  two  bnat  died  and  are  buried  in  Lexington,  Ohio. 


' 


43 


NANCY  CWSN,  daughter  of  Griffith  and  Ann  Shcrtess  Owen,  was 
bcm  October  ,  1202,  and  died  in  1375,  aged  75  years.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Joseph  McBride,  bom  November  13,  IS 00. 

PEGGY  OWEN,  daughter  ox  Griffith  and  Ann  Shortess  Owen,  was 
torn  August  23,  18o5,  and  died  November  13,  1SC3,  aged  3  yeai*3. 

JOHN  O^TEN,  son  of  Griffith  and  Ann  Shcrtess  Owen,  was  bem 
May  11,  1310,  and  died  October  3,  133-0,  egad  80  yearn,  4  me.  and  20  day3„ 

"  JESSE  OWEN,  son  of  Griffith  and  Ann  Shortes3  Owen,  was  bor  n 
1310,  and  died  October  3,  1S90,  aged  30  years,  4  mo.  and  20  days. 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  December  24,  1333,  with  Mary  Rathfo  n,  who 

•  .  -  [  — 

died  March  30,  133o,  aged  30  years,  6  months  and  12  days.  His  second 

marriage  was  with  Susan  Snyder,  who  died  December  4,  1370,  aged  54  years  f 
1  month  and  12  days. 

.  PHOEBE  OWEN,  daughter  of  Griffith  and  Ann  Shortess-  Owen,  was 
born,  April  10,  1313,  and  died  Jund  23,  1855,  aged  42  years,  2  months 
and  19  days. 

•V  y  J  .  .  •  *  *  %'*p  y.  '  ’  *  ■ 

This,  in  brief,  includes,  and  concludes  all  the  available  data 

•  I  i 

concerning  the  third  generation  of  the  Shorte33  family  in  America,  which 

1  ~ — . — — - - - -  -  -  —  -  —  —  ~ . _  *  _ 
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X  havo  been  able  to  gather.  It  will  doubtless  be  recognized  a3  being  very 
incomplete,  since  there  are  quite  a  number  belonging  to  this  generation 
of  which  I  could  obtain  veiy  little,  if  any,  reliable  information. 
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THE  FOURTH  GENERATION 


The  Fourth  Ceneraticn  of  the  Short  ess  Family  in  America,  is  repr 
seated  by  the  great-grandchildren  of  Thecas  and  '"ary  Hunter  Shcrte33  their 
emigrant  ancestor  who  cans  to  America  in  1766  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 

LUC  DTD A  SHORTER S,  the  first -be m  daughter  of  Thomas  and  ?&ry 
Bucanan  Short  ess,  was  bom  in  Perry  County  Pennsylvania,  April  22,  1313. 

She  is  said  to  have  married  a  Mr.  Stewart  about  the  year  1837,  and  after  hi 
death  married  Mr.  Cooper,  and  when  last  heard  of  was  living  in  the  vicinity 
of  Lewistown  F®,  There  is  no  know  n  issue . 

JAISS  BUCANAN  SHORTESS,  oldest  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Bucanan 

Shorte3s,  wa3  bom  in  Perry  County  Pennsylvania,  November  15,  1814.  It 

appears  that  he  was  a  namesake  of  President  James  Bucanan,  and  while  there 

is  some  circumstantial  evidence  of  a  kinship  between  his  mother,  Mary 

Bucanan,  and  the  President,  yet  I  have  found  no  authoritative  evidence  of 

such  a  kinship.  James  Bucanan  Shortess  "had  no  family,  and  served  in  the 

U.S,  Army  in  the  Mexican  77ar,  1846-8.  He  died  in  August  1850,  aged  35  years 

and  7  months,  after  his  father  had  died  in  January  of  the  same  year, 

•  «  - 

SARAH  SHORTENS,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Bucanan  Shortess, 


was  bom  September  3,  1816,  in  Perry  County  Pennsylvania.  She  was  among 

~  '  .  ••  -  .>•  •  *  '  *  ^  • 

the  Shortess  group  that  moved  to  Ohio  in  1830,  and  it  appears  was  in  very 

poor  health  when  about  24  years  of  age,  as  indicated  by  the  Will  of  her 

\  . 

uncle  Alexander  Shortess  (1838),  which  made  provision  for  the  support  of 


his  father  and  mother  during  their  natural  life,  "and  also  my  niece  Sarah 
Shortess  during  her  affliction  and  Inability. %£he  appears  however  to 
have  fully  recovered  from  this  "affliction  and  inability"  and  was  united 
in  marriage,  March  9,  1852,  with  Rev.  John  Blough.  To  this  union  two 
sons,  Mathias  S.  and  John  7.  Blough  were  born.  Her  husband.  Rev.  John 


Slough  died  in  1362,  aged  30  years,  and  in  1303  she  went  to  an  Infir  nary 
in  Canton  Ohio,  There  3he  died  October  31,  1309,  at  the  age  of  93  years s 
1  month  and  28  days. 

MAE!  JANE  SH0F.TZSS,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Bucanan  Shorteas 

* 

was  bora  September  17,  1313,  in  Perry  County  Pennsylvania,  and  died  April 
15,  1879,  aged  SO  years,  S  months  and  28  day3.  She  was  united  in  marriage 9 
December  1,  1836,  with  William  Stewart,  who  died  August  13,  1902,  aged  86 
years,  9  months  and  10  days.  To  this  union  the  following  children  were  born, 
viz.  Jame3  Divan;  Sarah  Ann;  Thomas;  Isiah;  Elizabeth  Ann;  Marta  Elsie 
and  Samuel  E.  Stewart. 

ANDREW  5HGRT533,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Bucanan  Shcrtess,  was 
born  August  4,  1820,  in  Perry  County  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Sullivan 
Illinois,  March  1,  1S01,  aged  80  years,  8  months  and  27  days. 

f  . 

He  went  west  in  the  years  of  his  early  manhood  and  settled  in 

Illinois.  He  wa 3  united  in  marriage  October  28,  1849  with  Misa  Alliat 

Mullholland,  to  which  union  nine  children  were  born,  viz.  Hfery  Elizabeth; 

* 

Minnie;  John  Arthur;  Richard  Edg*#)^  Nellie  Florence;  Carrie  Etta,  and  . 

•  * 

three  others  who  died  in  their  early  infancy.  He  served  in  the  Union  Airy 


during  the  Civil  War  of  1861-65,  as  a  private  in  Company  H.  18th  Regiment*, 

, 

Illinois  Infantry,  enlisting  March  1,  1364,  and  was  honorably  discharged, ' 
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December  16,  1365. 
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REBECCA  SHCRTESS,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Bucanan  Shortess, 

■  -  '  ■  -  .. 
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was  born  December  8,  1822,  in  Perry  County  Pennsylvania,  and  died  at  the 


home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  James  E.  Decker,  Altoona  Pa.  June  4,  1904,  aged 
81  years,  5  months  and  26  day3.  She  was  united  in  marriage  January  17,  1850 
with  Benjamin  F.  Clegg,  who  died  December  4,  1877,  Three  sons  and  one 
daughter  were  born  in  the  Clegg  heme,  viz.  Thomas  Pierce;  Mazy  A.;  James  R. 
and  Elmar  L. 


The  following  ner.r3  Item  from  "THE  BLOOMFIELD  ADVOCATE"  of  Jan- 
24 ,  1350,  would  indicate  that  a  wedding  and  a  funeral  occurred  in 
the  Shcrtesa  hone  within  a  week. 


"Married:-  On  Thursday,  January  17,  1850,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Martin, 

St.  Benjamin  F.  Clegg,  of  Bloomfield,  and  Miss  Rebecca  Short  ess 
of  Center  Township," 

"Died,-  On  Tuesday,  January  22,  1350,  Thomas  Shorten b  of  Center 
Township,  Aged  57  years,  1  month  and  23  days." 

EPHRAIM  SKORTESS,  son  of  Thornes  and  Mary  Bucan&n  Short  ess,  was 

bom  July  12,  1825,  in  Perry  County  Pennsylvania  •  ^e  went  west  and  served 

*  9 

with  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil  77ar  of  1881-65.  When  later  heard  of  in  1081 
he  lived  in  Colfax,  Washington  Territory.  He  was  also  a  beneficiary  of 
the  estate  of  his  aunt,  Elizabeth  Shortsss,  receiving  $8.33  in  1884. 

DAVID  SHORTESS,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Bucanan  Shortess ,  was 
barn  November  17,  1827  in  Perry  County  Pennsylvania,  and  died  and  was 
buried  in  Marshallville  Ohio,  October  19,  1877,' aged  49  years,  11  months 
and  2  days.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  1856  with  Miss  Nancy  Jane  Jack- 
son.  To  this  union  the  following  children  were  bora,  viz,  Sarah  A.;  John 
Franklin;  and  Charles  Thomas  Shortess. 

He  served  in  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  private  in 

...  * 


.  7L  . 


Company  A.  19th  Regiment,  Ohio  Infantry,  enlisting  September  4,  1861,  and 

V '.V-'- .r« '  '  .  .-u >.  .-:??»•«.'  .  ..  .  ••  „  *  J*--*"'  •.  •  •  V- 

.  was  honorably  discharged,  June  2,  1865.  For  quite  some  time,  with  hundreds 

r  '  .....  . 

of  other  Union  soldiers,  he  suffered  the  awful  horrors  of  Anders onville 


prison. 


/ 


The  following  excerpt  from  a  letter  .to  his  brother,  Samuel  I. 
Shortess,  reveals  a  Shortess  characteristic  and  tendency  of  loosing  track 
of  one  another.  Thi3  letter  was  copied  from  the  original,  which  was  written 

i 

with  a  leadpencil  and  due  to  age  was  barely  legible. 


Dear  3rothers- 


Marshallville ,  ™a yne  County,  Ohio 
June  IS,  1366. 


It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I  take  icy  seat  to  infora 
you  that  I  and  my  family  are  all  well,  hoping  you  and  ycurs  are  the  same. 

I  have  been  wondering  what  had  become  of  you,  and  never  could  find  out 
until  a  week  ago  I  was  to  see  2y  sister  Sarah  and  she  told  me  she  had 
received  a  letter  from  you  and  gave  it  to  me  to  read* 

It  afforded  me  much  comfort.  I  am  glad  indeed  to  think  I  have 
a  brother  that  i3  trying  to  preach  the  gospel.  I  hope  and  pray  God  that  you 
will  be  the  means  of  many  sould  turning  from  darkness  into  light,  and  from 
the  power  of  Saten  unto  the  living  God  I  hope  that  you  will  try  to  preach 
Christ  unto  the  people,  and  him  crucified  to  the  very  best  of  your  ability, 
and  by  so  doing  you  will  receive  the  blessing  of  God  on  your  own  soul. 
prayer  is  that  God  will  bless  you  and  your  family  with  an  outpouring  of  his 
Holy  Spirit  and  enable  you  to  raise  your  children  in  the  fear  of  God,  and 
now  may  the  love  of  God,  the  fellowship  and  communion  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
re3t,  and  remain  with  you  and  all  them  that  love  God. 


I  live  near  the  town  of  Mar  shallville  in  Wayne  County.  It  is 
a  very  pleasant  place,  there  are  two  churches  -in  town,  the  Methodist  and 
one  Evangelical  church.  The  friends,  I  believe  are  all  well  as  far  as  I 
know*  When  you  write  please  give  me  the  name  of  your  wife  and  children, 

- -  -  ity  daughters  name  is  Sarah,  and  she  will  be  10  the  3Cth 

of  August.  The  oldest  son  will  be  8  years  the  22nd  of  September,  his  name 
is  John  Franklin.  The  other  will  be  6  the  4th  of  August,  his  name  is 
Charles  Thomas. 

Well  brother  I  will  close  hoping  to  hear  from  you  very  soon. 
This  is  from  your  brother. 


DAVID  SKORTESS. 


SAMUEL  IRVIN  SHORTESS,  the  only  son  of  Thomas  Shortess  and  his 


second  wife,  Eleanor  Greer  Shortess,  granddaughter  of  Colonel  Samuel  Irvine 
who  served  in  the  Amy  of  the  American  Revolution,  was  born  June  7,  1834 p 


near  New  Bloomfield,  Peny  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  at  Millers  town, 
Penna.  January  19,  1910,  aged  75  years,  7  months  and  12  days.  His  mother 
died  September  16,  1836,  aged  36  years,  when  he  was  only  two  years  of  age, 
and  his  father  died  January  22,  1850,  when  he  was  but  a  few  months  past 
fifteen  years  of  age.  In  his  early  manncod  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade, 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  with  George  Fleisher,  a  contractor 


and  builder. 


_ 
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He  was  united  in  marriage,  January  25,  1555,  with  Elizabeth 
Kline,  daughter  of  'John  and  Catherine  Fleisher  Kline,  bom  August  1,  1832 ; 
and  died  May  17,  1919,  aged  85  years,  9  months  and  16  days.  They  lived 
▼ery  happily  together  for  fifty -five  years.  To  thi3  union  two  sons  and 
two  daughters  were  born,  viz,  Thomas  Albert;  Ella  Nora;  John  David  and 
Anna  Elisabeth,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  manhood  and  womanhood. 

Cn  March  8,  1660  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference  of  the 
Evangelical  Church,  licensed  him  as  a  "Preacher  on  Trial",  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  1866  when  he  entered  the  active  ministry  and  was 
fully  ordained.  In  1863  he  was  in  Washington,  D.C.,  doing  carpenter  work 
for  the  Government,  and  in  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  the  follow¬ 
ing  being  his  complete  military  record 

i 


"Enlisted  August  4,  1864,  from  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 

# 

was  mustered  into  U.S.  Military  Service  at  **arrisburg,  Penna. 

to  serve  one  year*  as  Corporal  in  Capt.  Francis  M.  KcGechan»s 

Company  E,  208th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  under  Col. 

A.  B.  McCalmott.  The  Regiment  was  assigned  to,  1st  Brigade, 

.  „ 

3rd  Division,  9th  Army  Corps. 


The  Regiment  was  in  the  following  engagements:-  Hatcher *s  v-  . 

•  ••  ..  g  , 

Run,  February  5,  1865;  Fort  Steadman,  March  25,  1865;  Petersburg 


.r.'Hiv 


'  v  vais  .  -  :r  7;;v.  .  «y. 

April  2,  1865,  where  he  was  wounded  and  sent  to  City  Point 

"  ..  .  •  •  r  ;  .  ,» 

Hospital,  then  to  Fairfax  Seminary  Hospital,  until  honorably 
Discharged,  Kay  20,  1865."  Member  cf  Lieut.  Wm.  Bryan  Post,  No.  • 
439,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

After  the  Civil  War,  he  entered  the  active  ministry  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  "Middle  Creek  Circuit"  sjmbracing  fourteen  "Preaching  Places" 
in  Snyder  and  Mifflin  counties,  with  Rev.  J.  C,  Farnsworth  as  his  senior 


■ 


ecords,  he  received  a  total  cf 


coll segue. 


end  according  to  Conference  r 


$157.00  salary  for  the  year.  Yes,  those  were  "pioneer  days  for  the  circuit - 
naer."  Continuing  in  the  active  ministry  he  served  pastorates  in  Center, 

Sullivan,  %oming,  Luzerne,  Susquehanna,  Perry  and  Curt er land  Counties.  In. 

) 

1873  he  was  elected  Superintendent  of  Union  Serinary,  at  New  Berlin,  Pa.  by 
the  Boa. d  of  Trustees  of  that  institution.  He  resigned  his  pastorate  in 
Cumberland  oounty,  and  roved  to  New  Berlin,  ?a.  to  take  up  the  work  assigned 
him  at  Union  Seminary. 

His  first  task  was  the  finishing  or  remodeling  the  basement  of 


the  Seminary  building,  putting  in  a  stairway,  a  spacious  dining  room,  a 

- 

kitchen,  store-room,  and  living  room,  and  thus  fitting  up  the  entire  basement 


floor  as  a  complete  and  convenient  dining  hall  for  the  students  and  faculty. 
Other  improvements  were  also  made  and  the  institution  grew  and  developed 

under  hi3  management  and  was  later  incorporated  as  Central  Pennsylvania 
College . 


He  resigned  this  office  in  1885,  to  again  enter  the  active  ministry 

* 

and  served  pastorates  in  Columbia,  Clinton,  Center  and  Tioga  counties.  His 
last  charge  was  Millersburg,  Pa.  Retiring  in  1903,  after  37  years  of  active 


service  in  the  Gospel  ministry,  he  continued  to  reside  in  Millersburg,  where 
he  died  January  19,  1910. 

■ 

At  a  neeting  of  the  Millersburg  Ministerial  Association,  the  Rev. 

■  '  *'  -  .•  V- 

C.  K.  Simpson,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  was  appointed  to  represent  the* 


Association  at  the  funeral.  Rev.  Simpson  spoke  in  part  as  follows:— 


"The  Ministerial  Association  of  Killersburg  tenderly  and 
affectionately  offers  its  sincere  tribute  of  praise  to  the 
worth  and  excellence  of  their  departed  brother  and  fellow- 
labourer  in  the  gospel.  Rev.  Samuel  Irvin  Shortess. 

In  sympathy  and  usefulness  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  our  community  for  many  years.  Generous  in 
nature,  intelligent  and  thoughtful,  considerate  in  word  and 


' 


deed  his  influence  represents  no  snail  factor  in  the  general 
development  and  welfare  of  cur  torn. 

We  voice  the  united  sentiment  of  cur  hearts  and  the 
hearts  cf  our  respected  people  when  we  say,  a  good  man  has 
gens  from  our  midst.  Emerson  and  Longfellow  were  friends 
in  their  early  days,  but  age  came  on,  and  their  associations 
became  infrequent.  At  last  the  grave  opened  for  Longfellow,  and 
there  gathered  a  little  company  to  pray  and  sing  before  the 
words  were  said  that  committed  hi3  body  to  the  ground. 

Emerson  was  there,  leaning  on  the  a'-m  of  hi3  daughter. 

Memory  had  failed,  so  that  as  he  locked  031  the  dead  face  of 
his  old  time  friend,  he  did  not  remember vhc  he  wag,  end  was 
heal'd  to  say  to  his  daughter,  "I  cannot  recall  his  name,  but 
he  was  a  most  beautiful  soul"  What  a  tribute  was  that. 

Unreservedly  we  do  jley  that  tribute  to  our  departed  brother. 
"He  was  a  most  beautiful  soul"-  Truely  he  lived  for  a  noble 
purpose,  helping  men  up  to  duty  and  to  God,  studying  patience 
in  the  school  of  Christ,  and  never  lowering  the  standard  or 
playing  the  coward. 

We  shall  miss  that  friendly  form,  that  kindly  disposition, 
that  spirit  of  genuine  brotherliness  that  with  erher  manly 
elements  combined  tc  make  him  a  commanding,  pleasing  person¬ 
ality  with  us.  Brother  Shcrtess  was  by  common  consent  a  Christ¬ 
ian  gentleman;  few  men  adorned  the  doctrines  of  Christ  more  ef¬ 
fectively  in  their  lives  than  did  he.  His  type  of  religious 
life  and  experience  was  attractive,  persuasive,  winsome;  he  was 
never  a  repellent  force  in  religion.  He  had  a  firm  grip  on  the 
great  fundamentals  of  Christian  faith;  this  was  especially 
marked  in  his  preaching,  e  well  as  in  hi3  personal  expression 
of  faith.  He  believed  In  the  vitality  and  ffectiveness  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  cure  for  sin,  the  joy  of  exist¬ 
ence  and  the  hope  of  eternal  life. 

Creditably  and  effectively  he  often  filled  the  pulpits  of 
the  churches  of  Millers  burg,  and  always  to  the  glory  of  God. 

In  the  death  of  our  brother  we  feel  we  have  sustained  a  person¬ 
al  loss,  but  the  measure  of  our  grief  is  more  than  compensated 
for  in  the  knowledge  of  his  eternal  gain. 

Who  can  measure  the  possibilities  of  this  crowned  life? 

,  It  will  go  on  alvei  oping,  throwing  off  limitations,  pushing  out 
into  God's  vaster  world,  rising  to  higher  heights,  testing 
divine  joys,  exercising  more,  celestial  powers,  and  ever  press¬ 
ing  up  to  the  radiant  way  along  which  Christ  himself  has 
already  passed. 

To  the  stricken  family  and  his  associates  in  the  gospel 
ministry  we  now  convey  our  brotherly  Christian  sympathy  and 
lovingly  commend  them  to  the  Father  above.  To  all  that  is 
mortal  of  our  fellow-labourer  and  helper  in  the  gospel  we  bid 
thee  a  last  affectionate  farewell." 

The  funeral  service  held  in  Grace  Evangelical  Church  was  largely  attended. 

The  semen  was  preached  from  Genesis  5:24  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Weigand,  D.D.,  of 

Lebanon  Pa.  The  interment  was  in  the  Shcrtess  plot,  in  Cak  Hill  Cemetery, 

there  to  await  a  glorious  resurrection. 


ALEXANDER  SHORTESS  was  the  only  son  of  Thecas  Shortens  and  his 


third  wife,  Vary  Hill  Shortess,  who  we 3  bom  Kay  19,  1798  and  died  August 
29,  1871,  aged,  /3  years,  2  months  and  21  days.  Alexander  wes  bom  Karch 
17,  1340,  near  Bloomfield,  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  September  lp 
1B97,  aged  57  years,  5  months  and  26  days.  He  enlisted  and  served  in  the 
Union  Amy  in  the  Civil  War,  under  Capt.  James  H.  Marshall,  Company  I,  2C3th 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into  service  August  31 
1864,  and  honorably  discharged,  Kay  30,  1865,  after  the  close  of  tha  war. 

Ke  was  united  in  marriage  with  Kiss  Isabelle  Toland,  who  was  bom  ^4y  15, 
1841,  and  died  Karch  4,  1888,  fter  a  comparatively  brief,  but  happy  wedded  li. 
at  the  age  of  46  years,  9  months  and  19  days. 

Win.  Grier  served  as  the  Executor  of  his  estate.  The  sale  cf  his 
property,  including  the  home  was  held  October  10,  1897,-  and  thus  the  old 
Shortess  home  passed  into  other  hands,  and,  with  the  death  of  Alexander 
Shortess,  the  Shortess  name  passed  entirely  from  the  list  of  Perry  County 

residenrs.  When  Uncle  Alexander  died  in  1897,  I  was  attending  Bible  Confer- 

/'  •  ‘  _ 

once- in  York,  Pa.  and  did  not  get  the  notice  of  his  death  in  time  to  attend 
his  funeral.  A  few  weeks  afterward,  however,  I  visited 


......  ~  _  _ 

consent  of  the  family  who  were  living  in  his  house  and  who  had  cared  for  him 

- 


during  his  last  years,  I  examined  his  belongings,  books,  papers  &c  with  the 

'  1  :  -  ■  ■*  ■  -  ■«  y  ji. 


hope  of  finding  something  of  genealogical  value  and  interest,  but  found 


c 


rV&isJf  •  *  * 
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no  ohing  unoil  I  went  into  an  old  out— building  where  discarded  furniture, 
boxes  &c  was  stored,  and  there  I  found  the  old  family  Bible,  tom  apart 
and  quite  de lapidated,  the  mice  evidently  having  appropriated  the  thirty- 
four  chapters  of  Genesis  to  their  rodent  use.  -  I  gathered  together  what  I 
could  find,  took  it  home  and  later  had  it  rebound,  Retaining  the  original 
cover.  It  was  printed  in  1852,  and  fortunately  contained  the  complete 


. 
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family  record  of  ny  grandfather,  Thomas  Shcrte3s*  It  was  indeed  a  very 
fortunate  find  is  of  great  genealogical  and  historical  value. 


STEPHEN  THACKERT  SHCRTESS,  son  of  Johathan  and  Deborah  Thachery 
Shortess,  was  bom  in  the  vicinity  of  Akron  Ohio,  in  1850,  died  and  was 
buried  at  Vinton,  Iowa  in  1902,  at  the  age  cf  72  years.  He  was  united  in 
:  marriage  with  Mi3S  typhena  B.  Tinkh&m,  who  died  in  19CS.  To  this  union  two 

sons  were  bcro,  vie.  Aim  in  Tinkham,  and  Fremont  Earl.  Krs.  Clifford  E.  • 
Shortess,  a  daughter-in-law  of  Fremont  E.  Shortess,  writes:  "Grandfather 
Stephen  T.  Shortess  was  a  Christian  minister,  and  I  recall  hearing  him  say 
that  his  father  before  him  was  also  a  minister.  Grandfather  Shortess  was  a 
man  of  fine  strong  character,  possessed  of  strong  convictions,  but  chari¬ 
table  in  his  relation  with  his  fellow-men.  He  had  a  fine  mind  and  a  lovable 
disposition,  was  proud  of  his  splendid  physique,  standing  over  six  feet 
and  was  as  straight  as  an  arrow  when  he  passed  away  in  his  early  seventies «, " 


5  ■ 


ANNA  ADALIZA  SHORTESS,  the  daughter  of  Jonathan-  and  Deborah  Thachery 

Shortess  was  bom  near  Akron,  Ohio,  in  1855,  and  died  and  was  buried  at 

•  *  '  .  "  *  ,  • 

Sparta,  Ohio  about  the  year  1889.  She  was  united  in  marriage  with  &r. 

— — - -  -  4  ... 
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Joseph  James,  I  do  not  know  of  any  issue,  and  have  not  succeeded  in  obtain- 

.  *  i  “ —  ... 


-  .. — ,  ... 

ing  any  further  data  concerning  this  branch  •of  the  family. 

'  W: "  "  .  ; ;  -  -  • 
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ALEXANDER  SHORTESS,  Jr.  son  of  Alexander  and  Sarah  Shortess,  was 

... 

‘bora  in  Kedina  County,  Ohio,  November  11,  1838,  and  died  February  26,  1857, 


aged  18  years,  5  months  and  12  days.  Hi3  father  died  just  16  days  before 
he  was  born,  and  in  his  will,  made  just  three  days  before  his  death,  he 
bequeathed,  "To  ray  heir  yet  unborn,  the  remainder  of  the  farm,  containing 
sisiy-three  acres,  to  his  or  her  heirs  and  sssigne  forever."  The  will  also 


. 


'  +  "  ■ 


provided  for,  end  rxasd  Josiah  F.  Shortess  as  guardian  of  the  "heir  jet 
unborn.*  See  will,  page  39. 


SHOP.TSSS,  son  of  Rev.  Thomas  and  Susan  Owen  Short  ass,  was  hem 
in  Parrj  County,  Pennsylvania,  January  13,  1821,  and  died  in  Joplin , 

Apria.  3,  loo2,.  aged  SI  years,  8  ionth3  and  15  days. 

Ke  was  united  in  marriage,  Reverter  13,  1357,  with  Miss  Mary  Frances 
Reeder.  To  this  union  the  following  childrsn  were  hem,  vis.  Enma  Victoria, 
Laura  DoClgne,  Mary  Luella,  Stephen  Lamer,  Rosa  Loner a  and  Clarence  Jesse. 

lived  with  his  parent 3  in  ?eir;  County,  Pennsylvania,  until  he  was  eleven 
yser3  of  age,  when  then  coved  to  Chio  in  1332,  where  his  father,  Re\».  Thecas 
Shartasa,  preached  in  Lexington  and  Mansfiald.  The  grounds  of  the  Methodist 
parsonage  in  Mansfield,  where  they  lived,  adjoined  the' Sheraan  estate  and, 
as: John  Shernan  and  Jesae  Shortess  were  about  the  sane  age  they  beoar.e  Tor™ 
0->.c3e  friends.  This  friendship  which  lasted  throughout  their  entire  lives, 

and  was  continued  by  correspondence  after  John  Sheraan  was  elected  to 

/ 

Congress. 

» 

After  graduating  free  High  School,  Jesse  was  offered  a  cadetship 

^  ^  "  4"  A  t «.  .  ^.1,  .  y  /%•*  a  • 

~w  Igwwv  *~-~**j  wn  xiuxu^acti  ojl  one  ^ongrassrran  of  that  district 

^  # 

•  .  .  '  .“'h  .  /  .  A  *  '  -  ,  ' 

Hi3  father,  however,  desiring  him  to  choose  a  desiring  him  to  choose  a 

'  • 

different  vocation  in  'life,  thanked  the  Congressman  for  the  honor  and  sent 

•  ■  ■’  -  ,  •  • 

his  son  to  Oberlin  Seminary,  fie  later  went  with  his  uncle  John  Shortess,  - 
a  millwright  and  builder,  to  learn  the  millwright  trade.  This  occupation  too?: 
him  into  the  Indian  Territory,  now  Oklahoma,  to  build  a  mill  for  a  wealthy 
Iniunn,  and  it  ,  so  happened  that  he  and  the  school  teacher,  Mis3  Mary  Frances 
Reeder,  a  Baptist  Missionary  both  boarded  in  the  nillomar’s  home  -where  they 
became  acquainted,  and  were  finally  united  In  marriage. 


nix  work  jtsc  j  ,2.n*i .  -hs  the  ?t?_—  vas  ^ -0" » L r* ^  '\^, 

th-7  'iii  not  wish  to  remain  in.  that  section,  of  the  coiir.tr;'  jo  the/  nwved  x.o 
Bentonville,  Arkansas.  Arkansas  at  that  tire  72.3  under  military  gcversr-nt 
and  Jesse  onortees,  being  1  Union  man,  wa3  appointed  Re present at Its  to  the 
Legislature  frcn  Benton  Count/.  He  was  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  when  the  mes¬ 
senger  cams  on  horse-hsck  with  the  announceTr.cn t  that  President  Lincoln  hr.d 
been  a»3asinat3d.  He  was  at  the  Stats  Capitol,  everybody  paused  tc  lii ton- 
then  a  man  in  the  crowd  called  out:  "Good,  good.;  Hurrah  for  Jeff  Davis*'  a 
shoo  rang  out,  and  uhat  voice  was  forever  3ilent.  Nothing  was  dene  about 
it.  For  it  was  war  times.  As  before  noted,  J*s3e  Shorte3s  died  in  Joplin 
Missouri,  April  3^  1382,  aged  81  years,  2  months  and  13  days. 


STEPiiEN  SH0R7ESS,  son  of  Rev.  Thcoas  and  Susan  Owen  Short  ess,  was 
likely  bom  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  c^e  with  his  parents  to  Chic 
about  the  year  13c2.  He  is  aaid  to  have  been:  WA  fine  red-haired  young  man, 

I 

27  years  of  age  when  he  went  to  Oregon.**  His  niece,  Mrs.  V.  7T.  ffa^ner  of 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  writes:—  "Stephen  Short ©S3  who  went  West,  and  va3  murdered 
after  he  had  written  that  he  had  made  5 30 00. CO  and  was  starting  for  home  to 


.  __  •■fee*. 
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h8—P  care  for  his  nether  who  was  dependent  on  ny  mother,  .then  a  young  girl 

’  ' V3firjte^  - 


the  other 
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ASBURZ  SH0E7ESS ,  the  3on  of  R3V.  Thoms  and  Susan  Owen  Sh 


|  ASBURZ  SHORTESS,  the  son  of  Rev.  Thoms  and  Susan  Owen  Shortess, 

was  likely  bom  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  brought  to  Ohio  by 

his  parents  when  quite  a  houng  boy.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 

l 

Maggie  Phillips .  Tc  this  union  the.  following  children  were  bom:-  A  3011 
Charles  who  died  when  quite  young,  and  two  daughters,  Abby,  and  Mary  Shortess 


U?»  *r>  *n  r7~». 
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icn  -tir  ■* 


luring  the  Civil 
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anti  vae  ;ith  General 
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Shannon  on  his  famous  "March  to  the  Sea",  After  the  death  of  hie  7iio  he 
lived  in  the  Soldier’s  Hone  where  he  died. 


SAnAH  EMMA  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  and  Susan  Owen 

l 

Shortess  was  born  after  her  parents  moved  from  Perry  County ,  Pennsylvania^ 
to  Ohio,  .fid  died  in  1004,  aged  65  years.  '  She  was  united  in  marriage  with 
TUI  son  to  whrch  union  the  following  children  were  bom,  via,  Kary 

Ahn,  Una  X, ,  Clara,  Emma,  and  Lauia. 

Thare  were  also  four  other  children  bom  to  Thomas  and  Susan  Owen 
Shortess  who  died  in  their  early  childhood.  There  is  something  rather 
pathetic  about  the  passing  away  of  this  family.  The  husband  and  father fi 
Rev.  Thomas  Shortess,  died  very  su.iden.tly  while  away  from  home  engaged  in 
evangelistic  work,  and  was  buried  in  an  unknown  grave  in  southern  Ohio. 

Two  of  t^e  children,  ^argaret  and  Levi,  died  before  their  parents  moved  to 
Ohio,  and  are  buried  in  the  old  Swisshelm  graveyard  in  Perry  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Stephen  sleeps  in  an  unknown  grave  somewhere  in  the  far  We3t.  Asbury 

died  in  the  Soldiers1  Home,  and  ii.  likely  buried  with  other  of  hi 3  comrades 

«  • 

in  a  Soldiers’  Cemetery.  ,  Jesse  died  and  was  buried  in  Joplin,  SSo.  The  wife 


»r4A- — iSMUM# 


and  mother,  Susan  Owen  Shortess,  and  two  younger  children  are  buried  in 
Lexington,  Ohio.  All  of  which  reminds  me  of  the  first  verse  of  a  poem: 

"The  Graves  of  An  Household"  which  appeared  in  an  old  school  reader  when  I 
was  a  boy:- 


'  ■  .  r:;  •  . 

•  • 


HMw 
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"They  grew  in  beauty  side  by  side. 

They  filled  their  home  with  glee. 
Their  graves  are  severed  far  and  wide. 
By  mountain  plain  and  sea."  ^ 


v 
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rJOZ  MA.'G/oRTTA  MILLIGAN,  daughter  cf  Robert  and  Vary  Arr  Z'-ic:.  - \r:. 
Milligan,  and  granddaughter  cf  Alexander  and  Margaret  Over.  Shorter?.,  a. 
bum  near  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  September  9 ,  1341,  and  died  February  1 
1953,  aged  31  years,  5  months  and  1  days,  in  the  hone  of  her  nieeb,  Mrs. 
Charles  alien.  Grand  -  erhj  ,  'larch  Dakota,  r7hera  she  had  a  welcome  and  c~~  - 
fcrtable  hone  for  her  last,  years .  She  was  'in i ted  in  marriage  with  Dr.  .2, 
Pert  or  Shaw,  and  for  many  years  x&s  a  resident  of  Atlantic  City,  N..T,  She 
and  jer  two  breeders,  wem  II,  and  Joseph  R.  Milligan,  vere  charter  members 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Jilkinsburg,  Pennsylvania.  Vri.  Shaw 
770-3  a  w0:nan  < nergy ,  piety  and  intelligence,  a  worthy  representative  cf 

a  worthy  family.  Her  life  was  rich  in  service,  example  and  spirit,  Full 
of  faith  and  cor fidencs,  and  is  the  full  possession  cf  all  her  faculties 
she  passed  to  her  heavenly  reward. 

■*  :  ,  ( j  y  -  •'.*  •_  -  ■  ■  » •  .•  • 

E?.:aAiijIKE  2LLZN  MILLIGAN,  daughter  cf  Robert  and  ^ary  A  nr.  Short  ess 
Milligan,  and  granddaughter  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Gwen  Shortest,  was 
bom  near  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  October  31,  1335,  and  died  in  Grand 
Forks,  North  Del  eta,  April  17,  1928,  aged  32  years,  5  months  and  IS  days. 

In  1358  she  was  anited  in  marriage  with  Rev.  Robert  brothers,  a  native  of 
Turtle  Creek,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  graduate  of  Western  Theological  Seminary. 

W 
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To  this  union  two  sens  and  four  daughters  were  born,  vis.  &ary,  Madge  C., 
Josephine  Roberta,  Willhelmina  A.,  Robert  M.  and 

Par-1' -  -  *  -  - 
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Rev. 


Carothers  with  bis  bride  served  his  first  pastorate  in  Killer 3 burg,  Ohio. 


(  ^  13;  7  the  fur.ixy  returned  to  leva  where  Rev,  G&rothers  became  Principal  of 

the  Iowa  State  College  for  the  Blind  and  remained  there  until  his  death  in 

1332.  The  fami.’y  then  rot  Lamed  to  the  old  home  in  Turtle  Creek,  pa.  In  1=82 

« 

the  vide wed  Mrs.  Caro-hers  came  with  her  family  of  two  scn3  and  three  daughter 

T  .’h  f  •*'  ^ T  ft  ‘f  -»  I'  Ai  a.  .*  i  ‘I  {  Yl  •  —  M  ^  t  f  •  •  «  . 

w-  — *. —  •*!  -ai-jwft,  wlun-  >jx\  a  fans  near  Airvilla,  non  rrok 


Dakota,  She  was  truly  a  ^pioneer  nether”  in  a  pioneer  country,  and  an 
active,  valuable  agent  in  the  social  and  religious  life  of'  the  community. 

The  family  moved  to  Grand  Forks,  North  Dakota  in  1331,  where  3he  remained 
until  her  death  in  1328.  Her  body  was  taken  bach  to  Pennsylvania  to  bo 
buried  beside  that  of  her  husband  and  daughter  Mary,  in  the  Crc3srcad3 
Cemetery  adjoining  the  old  home  church. 

Mrs.  Carothors  was  a  splendid  Christian  woman,  an  outstanding 
character  in  the  community.  She  was  broadminded,  constructive  in  her  ideas, 
sound  in  the  faith,  energetic  in  everything  she  undertook  arid  supremely 
hopeful  as- to  the  future.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  valuable  influence 
of  such  a  personality.  She  wa.3  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  contribution 
which  Pennsylvania  has  made  so  gloriously  to  the  development  of  the  State  of 
North  Dakota. 


ALEXANDER  SHORTESS  MILLIGAN,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Ann  Shortess 
Milligan,  and  grandson  of  Alexander  and  ^argaret  Oven  Shortess  was  bom 
April  3,  1830,  and  died  at  his  hone  in  Grsencastle,  Indiana,  March  12,  1367, 
of  typhoid  fever,  at  the  age  of  36  years,  11  months  and  9  days. 


“TV-^C. 


TH0l!Ai>  AVERT  MILLIGAN,  con  of  Robert  and  Mary  -^nn  Shortess  Milligan 

•  ‘  -  ••  ■  '  '  ■  •/ 

and  grandson  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Owen  Shortess,  was  bom  September  22, 

1832,  and  died  very  suddenly  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  of  Asiatic  fever,  September 
14,  1354,  aged  31  years,  9  months  and  22  days. 


•V*- ’2Gf* ' 
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JOHN  7TESLET  MILLIGAN,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Ann  Shortess  Millihan 
and  grandson  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Owen  Shortess,  was  bom  Kay  15,  1833, 
and  died  December  31,  1927,  aged  39  years,  7  months  and  16  days. 

I  very  ouch  regret  that  I  do  not  have  mere  extensive  data,  concerning 
this  aged  member  cf  the  Milligan-Short  ess  family. 


i.iliigun,  and  grinds cn  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Oven  Shortess,  -v0s  bom  *'ay 
£c,  lc44.  He  served  in  the  gospel  ministry  for  quite  a  number  of  /ears,  and 
lived  in  Atlantis  City,  N. J,  He  married  his  second  wife  in  1323,  ia  no* 

% entirely  wj — nd,  and  is  living  at  the  Cambridge  House,  Cambridge  Ave . , 

Ventnor,  N.T. 

B^NJA-JUT,  JOHN,  SAMUEL  and  ISIAH  0  r/£N,  were  sons  of  Levi  ar.d  Cat  her  in 
Elisabeth  Snyder  Owen,  and  grandsons  of  Griffith  and  Haney  Ann  Short  ess*  Oven. 
CATHERINE,  and  ST7S*^  vj  wa*«a  ^hu^m-  -%-£•  -«.-j  n  -  *  i _ _ 

Elisabeth  Snyder  Owon,  and  granddaughters  of  Griffith  and  Nancy  Ami  Short  ess 

Owen.  / 

* 

V  SARAH  OWSI  HEIN,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Catherine  Elizabeth  Snyder 
Owen,  and  dranddaughter  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Owen  Shortess,  vas  born 
November  29,  1337,  and  died  October  15,  1904,  aged  66  years,  9  months  and,  16 
days.  She  was  united  in  marriage  March  2,  1371,  with  Martin  Hsyn,  bom 
April  24,  1330,  and  died  July  14,  1897,  aged  67  years,  2  months  and  12  days. 
To  this  union  the  following  children  wers  bom  viz.  Edmund  Charles  Reyn; 
Florence  Estella  Heyn;  Walter  Heyn,  and  Eva  Snyder  Heyn. 

Mrs,  Minnie  Watkins  Heyn,  8  Holland  Terrace,  Montclair,  tf.  J.  the 

.  * 

widow  of  Walter  Heyn,  was  for  several  years  greatly  interested  in  her 

* 

husband  *s  family  history  and  provided  me  with  some  very  helpful  data  on 

'  '  . 

the  Short  ess  -Owen  family  genealogy. 

V  ’  .  .  V.  .  i  .  ;  ■  ’  •’  1 
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With  this  I  conclude  the  compiling  of  all  available  data  concerning 
the  Fourth  Generation  of  the  Shortess  family  in  America. 


John  D.  Shortess. 
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rroa  the  beginning  of  time,  in  the  huir^n  family,  one  vener¬ 
ation  has  succeeded  another  in  rap iu  succession.  This  it  especially 

* 

true  of  tne .  Shortess  f  amily.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  evert 

P 

member  of  the  illustrious  fourth  generation  of  this  great  family 
has  passed  on,  to  join  the  ranks  of  their  immortal  ancestors  in  the 
eternal  world. 

As  I  begin  to  ?rrite  the  record  of  the  fifth  generation  ana 
loo£  down  the  line,  I  note  that  here  too,  the  rs.nk3  have  been  ■"ery 
greatly  depleted  fcy  the  "grim  reaper**^  while  those  of  the  generation 
who  yet  remain  are  experiencing  the  infirmities  of  old  are,  peculiar 
to  the  evening  of  life. 

in  our  record  of  the  fifth  generation,  we  begin  with  the  first  , 
issue  of  the  oldest  member  of  the  preceding,  or  fourth  generation. 
MATHIAS  S« ,  AND  JOHN  B LOUGH,  the  two  sans  of  Rev.  John  and  Sarah 

'  y  •  -f  •  ■  ■  ’  .  .• 

Short>ess  Bluugh,  were  born  in  Ohio.  Mathias  S •  was  born  November  4th. 

•'  '  ••  •  j*  .1*  .  .  * 
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1854,  and  died  June  8,  1909,  aged  54  years,  7  months*  and  4  days.  Hi3 

•  younger  brother,  John,  was  born  March  28th,  185a.  I  have  no*  other 

’  ,  •  • 

data  of  the  family  excepting  that  one  of  them  was  married",  ns  r'er  n 

card  photograph  in  our  family  album  at  home  when  iE  was  a  boyv  r  TVhich  • 

& 

^ 

of  the  two  it  was,  I  do  not  know,  neither  do*  I  dmcw  of  any  issue.  It 
is  ver7  likei^  that  this  branch  of  the  fimiiyhas  dif>ci  outs- 

vv*  •  ;  ,t''\  jy-S'f  z  ..  ’  1*»~y£  £'*  «  '  -4-i  j:,  1*  *•'0,  •.  « -?»  *.y  V?  .  *4/ ''  ».  h'-* '■  rt  v  -*■  '*•-  •.  rv- 

JA1ES  DIVAN  STEWART,  the  oldest -son  of  William  and  Mary  Jane 
Shortess  Stewart  wa3  born  in  Perry  C ounty ,  Pennsylvania , -  September 
28,  1341,  and  died  November  16,  1916,  aged  75^years  and  8  days.  He 

was  united  in  marriage,  June  11,  1874  with  Catherine  hitman,- bom 

•  . 

August  13,  1350,  and  died  January  21,  1917,  aged  66  years,  5  months, 
and  3  days.  -  - 


r 


' 
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£o  this  union  two  daughters  lers  bore,  vi^>  Gertru- : 
bom  September  13,  1375,  and  Mary  2.,  bom  'arch  20,  1881.  The  fa: 
v cu  iu  itselton.  Pennsylvania.  icr  o'.any  years  and  were  activa 


members  of"  tr.e  United'  Brethren  Churchy 


Iaia.h  STSWAiij.,  sen  oi  William  and  w’ary  Jane  Shortess  St e  art, 
wa3  bom  in  Perry  County,  Pennsylvania,  June  22,  1851.  In  his  early 
manhood  he— went  HwestfT  and  was  never  heard  of  afterward. 


ELIZABETH  ANN  STEWART,  daughter  of  William  and  la ry  Jane 

Shortess  Stewart,  wa 3  born  in  Ferry  County  Pennsylvania ,  April  2, 

1854,  ana  died  December  10,  1903,  aged  49  years,  8  months- and  8  days. 

She  was  united  in  marriage,  December  15,  1881,  with  Lewis  Britchey, 

bom  January  10,  185o.  To  this  union  tne  following  'Children  were 

bom,  vis,  Foster  D.,  January  4,  1883;  Lillian  B.,-  September  10, 

1884;  Lawrence  I.,  September  24,  1888;  Sarah  C.,  June  10,  1892, 

and  Miles  B.,  August  1,  1895. 

*  * 

—  • 

SA1UEL  F.  STEWART,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Jane  Shortess 


Stewart  in  Perry  County  Pennsylvania,  June  14,  1859.  He  was  un- 


r%r 


ited  in  marriage,  December  23,  1891,  with  Jane  M.  Messimer,  born 

-■•.-..-A-.. 

June  2,  1893.  The  family  lived  for  many  years  in  Slain,  Perry  * 


County  Perry-  County  Pennsylvania,  but  later  moved  to  Chic. 


-r  r^V  * 
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o:  SARAH  ANN,  bom  December  5,  1847; -THOMAS,  bom- June  5,  1850: 

'  "  •:  .  '*  *  'Tv  p  .  >  ....  1  1  '  -  r  ‘  -  *  •  .  w..  . 


and  MARIA  ELSIE  STEWART, '  born  Kay  2,  1358,  were  children  of  Wil- 
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"  liam  and  Mary  Jane  Shortess  Stewart,  all  three  of  wrhon  died  in 
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their  early  childhood. 
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(the  ANDREW  SHORTESS  FAKTT.v. 

MARY  ELIZABETH  SHORTESS,  the  oldest  daughter  -of  Andrew  and 
Alliat  Mullholland  Shortess,  wa3  born  in  Sullivan,  Ill.,  October  22 
1850,  and  died  at  Wood  River,  Nebraska,  November  29,  1925,  aged  75 


years,  x  month  and  /  cays.  She  was  united  in  marriage,  January  2  6- 
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months  anu  9  da-’s. 


ril  15,  1925,  aged  33  years. 
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Tc  union  ths* 


bom  one  sen  ana  one  cLa.u~:ht,e:r,  viz,  Minnie  Florence,  born  February  13, 


C  J 


b-7o,  now  Mrs.  W.  A.  Rststcn,  ’,7ood  River,  Nebraska,  and  Frank  Atherton 

Q// 

o^laorn  January  15,  1375,  now  of  Winfield,  Kansas, 

AMELIA  ANN  SHORTESS ,  daughter  of  Andrew  ana  Alliat  Mulholland 

l 

Shortens  was  in  Sullivan,  Ill,,  April.  3,  1855  and  died  at  Mattoon, 

111.,  April  11,  1936,  aged  81  years  and  8  days.  She  was  united  in  car¬ 
riage  January  23,  1872,  with  Mr.  Peter  Quick  Gano,  born  December  16, 
1842,  and  died  January  26,  1919,  age^  76  years,  1  month  and  10  days. 

t 

To  this  marriage  the  following  children  were  born,  viz,  Harry 
Andrew  Gano,  January  27,  1575;  Odes  Augustus  Gano,  November  12,  1379; 
Esther  Nellie  Gano,  November  29,  1832;  and  Carrie  Etta  Gano,  December  1, 
1887,  now  Mrs.  Frank  J.  Ritter.  All  are  now  living  at  Mattoon,  Ill. 

JOHN  ARTHER  SH0E7ESS,  son  of  Andrew  and  Alliat  Mullhclland 
Shortens,  was  born  at  Sullivan,  Ill.,  May  5,  I860,  and  died  May  16, 

1919,  aged  59  years  and  11  days.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  October 
23,  1890,  with  Miss  Phoebe  Jane  Fuller,  bora  December  1,  1864,  and 
died  December  4,  1936,  aged  72  years  and  3  days.  To  this  marriage 
two  daughters  were  born,  vis.  Lois  F.  Shortess,  July  3,  17S5,  now  o£ 

r 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  and  Pauline  F.  Shortess,  February  7,  -1887, 

...  •  •  ••*■*...  . 

now  Mrs.  Ivan  Miller  of  Old  Greenwich,  Conn. 

* 

*■?:  ••  *  ..  •  •  • •;  ...  ,  r  ••  ■  f  ‘  -  •  * 

The  John  A.  Shortess  family  lived  for  many  years  in  Charleston, 

'  ■  •  -tv  .  . 

•  •  •  .  • .  .  '  ■  .  " 

111.,  where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  under 

✓  , 

the  firm  name  of  "Fuller  and  Shortess". 

r  •  .  .  '  v  -  ■  ’ 

RICHARD  EDWIN  SHORTESS,  son  of  Andrew  and  Alliat  Mullholland 
Shortess,  was  born  in  Sullivan,  Ill.,  August  24,  1864,  add  was  united 
in  marriage  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  July  6,  1886,  with  Miss  Min- 


* 


y 


.  * 


.  . 
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ale  Amelia  Doyle,.  corn  in  Glasgow,  See ;Linc,  March  16,  1666,  ur.d  disci, 
in  Chicago,  Ill.,  January  £2,  1902,  aged  35  years,  10  months  ana  6  days 
To  this  marriage  the  following  children  were  born,  viz.  Richard  Culley 
Shorte33,  March  IS,  1866,  anc  died  February  19,  1919,  aged  32  years, 

11  months  and  3  days. 

FRANCIS  EDWIN  SHORTESS,  born  October  1,  1887$  Iydia  Shortess, 
January  21,  1894;  now  Mrs;  Guy  Bailey,  Hollywood,  Florida;  Carolyn  Mae 
Shortess,  February  22,  1898,  now  Mrs.  Martha  Dawson,  Chicago,  Ill. 

All  these  children  were  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.- 

Richard  E.  Shortess*  second  marriage  took  place  in  Chicago, 

Ill,,  April  2,  1904,  with  Ella  Mae  Henderson,  born' in  Magnolia,  Ill., 
October  19,.  1876,  To  this  marriage  one  daughter  was- born,- Florence 
Arvilla  Sbortessy  October  3,  1905,  now  Mrs.  -  Raymond  J.  ■  Wiegand,  of 
Wheaton,  Illw  Richard  E.  Shortess  was  a  printer-  by  "trade  and  worked 
in  the  offices  of  scene  of  the  largest  newspapers- of  Pittsburgh  and 
Chicago.  He- is  now  living  a  retired  life  with  his  son,  “Frank  E. 
Shortess,  Chicago;  Illinois.  • 

i  •'  • 

NELLIE  FLORA  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Alliat  Mullholl- 

.  %  ■  '  ' 

■  <y  , .  , 

and  Shortess,  was  born  in  Sullivan,  Ill.,  March  25,  1867,*  and'nas 


#*v.- 
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united  in  marriage,  May  24,  1887,  with  Frank  Austin  Brocks,  torn 


'  ms**<*'t  .  . 


^  October  27,  1875,  at  Mat  to  on.  Til-  To  this  marriage  the  'following 

y*.  N  -  • . 

children  were  bora:-  Mae  LaRue  Brooks,  February  24,  1888,  now  Mrs..  . 

. 

Otto  Fred  Burgdorf,  of  Texaskana,  Texas;  Richard  R.  Brooks  born, 

'  ■  V 

June  26,  1889,  and  died  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  July  30;  1928,  aged 

- 

39  years,  1  month  and  4  days; ;  Charlotte  Brooks  bora  in  Charleston, 
Ill,  November  25,  1893,  -and  died  November  30,  1893.  Frances  Brooks 
born  at  Charleston,  Ill.,  September  21,  1895.  Nellie  Flora  Brooks 
is  now  living  at  4143  Shenandoah  Avenue,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


/ 


' 


Short. ess ,  was  bcra  Janua-j-  12,  1870,  in  Sullivan,  Illinois,  "here  she 
now  resides.  She  was  united  in  marriage,  April  3,  1896,  with  Charles 
Francis  UcClure,  corn  October  30,  1368,  and  died  July  19,  1336,  aged 
67  years,  8  months  and  19  days.  To  this  marriage  the  following  child 
ren  were  bom:-  Ina  Gertrude  McClure,  May  7,  18S7,  now  teaching  in 
the  public  schools  of  Haywood,  Ill.;  Mildred  Carolyn  McClure,  born 


June  24,  1901,  and  died  in  an  automobile  accident  near  Pontiac,  Ill, 
April  5,  1931, aged  29  years,  9  months  and  11  days;  and  John  Shortess 
McClure,  bom  February  9,  18?£,  who  is  nor  residing  at  615  West  Harri 
son  St.,  Sullivan,  Ill*,  and  is  making  a  home  for  his  monther,  Mrs. 
Carrie  Etta  Shortess' McClure. 


THE  REBECCA  SHORTESS  CLEGG  FAMILY 


THOMAS  PIERCE  CLEGG,  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Rebecca  Shortess 
Clegg,  was  bom  November  29,  1850,  and  died  April  5,  1885,  aged  32 
years,  5  months  and  5  days. 

■ 

» 

MARY  A.  CLEGG,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Rebec*  a  Shortess 
Clegg,  was  bom  July  12,  1856,  and  was  united  in  marriage,- October  12 


1905,  when  forty-nine  years  of  age,  with  James  E.  Decker  and  Resided 
at  424 


&  ■ 


Cherry  Street,  Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Decker  was  a  fore- 

'  » 

man  in  the  P*  R.  R.  shops  at  Altoona.  He  died  of  pneumonia  in  Dec— 
ember,  1919,  after  which  Mrs.  Decker  broke  up  housekeeping  *  and  went 


'V  -  V 


to  live  with  his  children.  Writing  of  his  death,  she  says;  WI  am 

. 

very  lonejly  without  him,  but  I  have  almost  fifteen  years  of  happiness 


with  him  to  look  back  to*1. 


i  .,4  •; 


JAMES  R.  CLEGG,  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Rebecca  Shortess  Clegg, 

was  bom  July  26,  1359,  and  died  June  26,  1883,  aged  23  years,  and 

-  •  ' 

11  months .  v 
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*as  bom  August  3,  1361,  sad  diea  April  4,  1391,  aged  29  years,  3 
months  and.  S  days. 

The  Clegg  family  lived  in  New  Bloomfield,  Perry  County,  Penns.., 
where  three  sons  and  one  daughter  were  horn.  Some  time  after  the 

t 

death  of  the  father  in  1877,  the  family  moved  to  Altoona,  Penna.,  wher 
the  mother  died  in  19C4.  With  the  death  of  the  daughter,  Mrs.  Vary 
A.  Decker,  the  Clegg  family  became  extinct,  since  the  three  sons  ana 
the  daughter  died  without  issue. 

THE  DAVID  SHORTESS  FAMILI 

SARAH  A.  SHOR.TESS  PALMER,  the  only  daughter  of  Davidand  Mary 
Jane  J-ackscn  Shortess,  was  horn  August  30,  1658,  and  was  ini  ted,  in 
narriage  Eehruusy  C,  l£cC,  with  Theodore  Palmer,  born  October  12. 

X.  ,  r  . 

1852.  To  this  union  the  following  children  were  bom:—  Franklin 
Palmer,  August  5,  1880 ;  Nora  Palmer,  now  Mrs.  King,  October  13,  1881; 

WiV.  •;  -  •  • 

William  Palmer,  September  4,  1883;  Harry  Palmer,  October  10,  1885; 
Melissa  Palmer,  June  18,  1887;  Kelvin  Palmer,  October  10,  1692,  and 

.  -  "  V 

John  Palmer,  February  16,  1895.  I  have  no  data  of  marriages  or  deaths 

*v *  r *7  ...  J  .>  ,  ». 

The  family  lived  on  a  large  dairy  farm  near  Massillon,  Ohio,  where  I 

y,  '  .  .  .  . 

visited  them  in  the  fall  of  1913,  when  the  children  were,  yet  all  at 

<  ''  *  * 

home.  They  were  a  very  interesting  family.  It  was  from  Cousin  Sarah 

•;  •  *  •  .  .  '  a.  "•  -  —  . 

.  -  ..  ■_  ■  •-  ..  •  ,  •  -  .  * 

that  I  obtained  the  rather  indefinite  information  that  some  of  the 
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Shortess  family  many  years  ago  had  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Akron, 

■V  -  - 


.  - 
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Ohio.  It  was  through  this  clue  that,  while  visiting  in  Akron  in  - 
1934,  I  found  in  the  village  grave-yard  at  Norton  Center,*  the  graves 
of  our  ancestors  of  the  second  generation  which  had  been  lost  tc  the 
family  for  many  years. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN  SHQP.TESS,  son  of  David  and  Mary  Jane  Jackson 

Shortess  was  bom  September  22,  135S,  and  died  January  £,  1899,  aged 


.  vl.  i 


lion  t~o  children  were  bom,  vi z.  Lizzie  Shortest,  November  19, 


16S1,  now  Mrs.  Lizzie  Snyder,  North  Industry^  Chic;  and  Harry  3. 
Shortens,  born  August  24,  1883,  and  died  August  19,  1£S4,  aged  one 
year  minue  five  days. 

CHARLES  THOMAS  SHQF.TESS,  son  of  David  and  Mary  Jane  Jackson 
Short ess  was  born  August  Z,  I860,  and  died  October  26,  19C9,  aged  49 
years,  1  month  and  24  days.  I  have  no  other  data  of  the  David  Shortens 
family  except- that  it  appears  that  there  was  no  issue  by  which  the 


Shortess  name  would  be -perpetuated  by  thi3  family.* 
’  -  ' SAMUEL  IRVIN  SHORTESS  FAMILY  - 


a- 
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/  THOMAS  ALBERT  SHORTESS,  the  eldest  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  I.  and 
Elisabeth  Kline  Shorts ss,  was  born  April  7,  1856  near  Milford,  Perry 

r  - 

County,  Pennsylvania.  *  H©  attended  Factoryville  Acadeiry,  and  later 
Union  Seminary,  New  Berlin,  Penna.,  preparing  for- the  gospel  ministry, 

;  ’  ’  ‘  -  -V  '  *  •- 

but  ill-health- compelled  him  to  quit  school  for  a  time.  He  was  granted 

license  as  a  "Preacher  on  Trial"  by  the  Central  Penna;  Conference  of 

■  r  •  h.  •  ■  .  i 

the  Evangelical  Church  at  the  annual  session  held  in  Williamsport, 


r  penna.,  March  6,  1677,  and  ordained  a  dee.ooa  by  Bishop  Thomas  Bowman 

: 

at  session  of  Conference  held  at  Millhelm,  Penna.,  March  4,  1886. 

■  ■■  >.  .  ,  ■  —  • 

*  •  •  ■  .  . ,  * 
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He  was  united  in  marriage,  September  14,  1884,  with- Miss  Mary 

»  ^  ,  /  s  -  * 


A*  Seidel  of  Beavertown,  Penna.,  the-  foster  daughter  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
1 

•hh ...  .  ■ »  i.  •■.%•.*.  ...  ^  .*  »*  •  •  -  .  .  -  .  .  • 

'  Fisher,  his  brother.  Rev.  John  D.  Shortess  officiating  at  the  wedding. 

To  this  union  the  following  children  were  born,  viz.- Esther  Mae,  July 
5,  1885;  William  Levi,  November  27,  1866;  Elizabeth  A.,  March  15,  1886;  . 
Samuel  J.,  January  19,  1880,  and  died  July  15,  1931,  aged  41  years, 

5  months  and  26  days;  Anna  M.,  January  23,  1892,  and-  died  January  27, 
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Count;*,  penna.,  vr.-j.re  the  Inst  chree  children  -ere  ..cm,  Later  ckey 
moved  back  to  Eeavertown,  penna • ,  7/here  the  wife  and  mother  died,  July 
13,  1358,  after  years  of  mental  and  physical  suffering,  aged  SO  years, 
11  months  and  12  days. 

^  ELLA  NCRA  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  I.,  and  Elizabeth 

Kline  Shortess,  was  born  January  17,  1663,  near  IJLlford,  Perry  Ccunty, 
Pennsylvania.  Nora  was  always  a  rather  delicate  child  and  did  net 
grew  up  tc  strong  a  nd  rugged  womanhood.  -  She  was  always  of  a  quite 
reserved  disposition  and  temperament .  She  never  married,  tut  always 
remained  at  home  and  for  many  years  cared  very  faithfully  for  her  aged 
father  and  mother .  She  died  at  Mi llers burg.  Pa.,  December  4,  1315, 
aged  58.  years,  10  months  and  17  days.  Vt  * 

J  ^JOEN  DAVID  SHORTESS,  ^cfRevu  Samuel  I.,  and  Elizabeth  Kline 
Shortess,  was  bom  March  22,  1860,  near  Marks  Iville,  Perry  couhty, 
Pennsylvania.  He  attended  the  public  schools  in  hi3  boyhood  days  and 
on  August  7,  1878,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  watriculated  as  a  stu- 


yn-3.. 
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dent  in  Union  Seminary,  New  Berlin,  Pennsylvania .  He  taught  the  Cedar 


'Vj 


Run  School  in  Limestone  Township,  Union  County,  Pennsylvania,  during 

- 

'  .  '  'V-  '• 

'  the  winter  of  1879-80.  Experiencing  a  very*  definite  call  to  preach 

•  ■A. ::  -  .  ryjfqy 
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*  the  gospel,  he  took  up  the  theological  course  of  study  in  Union  Sem- 

inary  in  1880,  from  which  course  he  graduated  February  17,  1882,  and 

'  "  . 

later,  after  completing  a  Special  course  cf  study,  was  granted  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  June  10,  1914,  by  Cskaloosa  College  cf 
Iowa. 

■N  ‘  '  '*  •  ”  _  i  *  4 

He  wa3  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Central  Penns;/ Iranis 
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Conference  of  ~ra  Ev-inj-relical  Chur  oh 


Chur  oh*  March  4,  1381,  ana  an  ter  3d  the 


active  ministry  in  -arch,  1632*  being  appointed  as  junior  preacher  cf 
Canter  Circuit,  with  R.ev.  ?.  C.  Weidemyer  as  his  senior  colleague. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  December  22,  1881,  with  Kiss  Minerva 
L*  Spitler,  of  New  Berlin,  Pennsylvania ,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.,  and 
Matilda  Barber  Spitler,  and  grand-daughter  of  Rev,  James  Barber,  a 
pioneer  preacher  and  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  To 
this  union  two  daughters  and  two  sens  were  born,  viz,  Florence  Vin- 
erva,  1882;  Jesse  Clcyd,  1884;  (who  died  at  Lewis burg,  Pennsylvania, 
January  4,  1920,  aged  35  years,  6  months  and  10  days),  Samuel  Irvin 
,  1886,  and  Erma  Mathilda,  1892, 

During  the  fifty-one  years  of  his  active  ministry  he  served 
pastorates  in  Millheim,  McClure,  Lewis berry,  Ghancsford,  Busker e, 

Buffalo  Valley,  Mifflin,  Hughesville,  Milton,  York,  Lewisburg,  and 

\ 

Meck&nicsburg,  In  1907  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Presiding 
Elder  and  served  the  Carlisle  District  for  four  years,  -  He  was  re¬ 
elected  in  1911  and  served  the  Lewisburg  District  for- foray  years. 

In  1951  he  was  elected  as  the  Field  Secretary  of  the  Old  ^People  *  s 
Home  and  Orphanage  at  Lewisburg,  Pennsylvania,  which  office  hfe  served 
until  1933,  when  he  retired  from  the  active  ministry  after '  fifty -one 
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years  of  continuous  service 

\ 

■ 

Aside  from  his  regular  pastoral  duties  and  work,  he  also  served 

* 

his  conference  and  church  in  a  number  of  other  offices,  viz,  trustee 

. 

of  Central  Pennsylvania  College,  from  1899  until  it  was  merged  with 

- 

Albright  College  at  fc$yerstorn,  Pennsylvania,  in- 1902;  trustee  of 
Albright  College  for  thirty  years;  member  of~ the  Conference  Board  of 
Examiners  for  forty, years;  secretary,  or  treasurer  of  the  Minister- 
isl  Aid  Society  for  twenty-five  years;  trustee  of  "The  Evangelical 

•.  •  •  •  -  V  r-  .  '  »  *•  •  •  •  *  -  • 

Homes,  Inc,*  since  1910;  president  of  "The  Historical  Society  of 
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lacive  bcdy  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  His  beloved  wife,  EZinsrva, 
passed  peacefully  away  to  her  eternal  rewal'd  at  7:45  O’clock,  Christ¬ 
mas  morning  1953,  after  fifty -two  years  of  happy  wedded  life,  at  the 
age  of  75  years,  5  months  and  12  days.  _  _ 

ANNA  ELIZABETH  SH0RTES3,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  I.,  and  Flic- 

*• 

abath  Kline  Shortest,  was  bom  Becenber  ly  1861,  near  alarkelville. 

Perry  County.  Pennsylvania.  She  attended  the  public  schools  in  her 

early  girlhood  days,  and  Bloomfield  Academy  for  several  terra  in 

1876,  and  later  graduated  from  the  Carlisle  High  School  with  the 

class  of  1879.  When  her  father  moved  to  New  Berlin,  Pennsylvania, 

in  July  1379,  to  serve  as  Superintendent  of  Union  Seminary,  she  mat- 

/  ’  riculated  in  that  institution  and  graduated  in  the  Latin  Scientific 

course  with  the  degree  of  B.  S.  with  the  class  of  1882.  She  taught 
•  *  ' 
sdhool  for  several  years, -and  then  went  to  Northwestern  College, 

*  #:  •  •’  ?y  _  "y  .  .  .  v  i,-.  •  f  _ .  •  ,  '  .  ^  w  ■*  ,  *  y  ■  . v 

Naperville,  Illinois.  From  which  institution  she  graduated  wit};  the 
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A.  B.  degree  in  1885.  She  was  united  in  marriage  in  1885  with  Rev. 


IP 

born,  viz.  Ivy  Verdilla,  April  12,  1667;  Ursula  Regina  Susanna,  Jan- 
uary  9,  1887;  Katherine  Elizabeth,  April  24,  1890;  Grace  Altona,  Jan- 
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uary  21,  1902;  Eleanor  Frances  Freda,  January  29,  1896;  Irvin  Shortest 
January  14,  1899.  The  husband  and  father, _Rev.  Irvin  C.  Te&kel, 
died  February  1,  1918  at  the  age  of  65  years,  10  months  and  27  days, 
in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  wr.ile  pastor  of  the  Biddle  Emission  Pres- 
byterial  Church  of  that  city.  After  his  death  the  family  mooed  bach 


-  ■ 


« 


'to 


- 


due  process  of  lav?'  in  the  Courts  of  Baltimore  County,  I,- Arp  lane, 
from  "Yeakel17  to  "Yee  worth"  on  account  of  the  peculiar  ant  objection¬ 
able  accent.  Anna  Elizabeth  Shortess  Yeaworth  died  in  a  hospital 
operation,  June  2,  1935,  aged  73  years,  6  months  and  1  day,  and  was 
buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the  Mt.  Zion  Cemetery  near  Carl¬ 
isle,  Pennsylvania. 

THE  STEPHEN  T.  SHORTESS  FAULT 


ALMON  T.  SHORTESS,  the  sen  of  Stephen  Thackery,  and  Typhana 
Tinkham  Shortess,  was  born  in  Ohio,  August  2,  1853,  and  died  July  25, 
1903,  aged  49  years,  11  months  and  23  days. 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  March  20,  1876,  with  Miss  Elsie  C. 
Jones,  born  November  2,  1855,  and  died  February  14,  1S27,  aged  71 
years ,  3  months  and  12  days.  Both  are  buried  at  Vinton,  Icraa.  To 
this  union  the  following  children  were  born,  viz.  Edwin  S.;  Lena, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Melvin  H.;  Anna  L.,  now  Mrs.  M.  R.  Heath,  Maur¬ 
ice  J.;  Grace,  now  Mrs.  Baum;  and  Vernon,  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  I 


very  much  regret  that  I  do  not  have  more  data  concerning  this  family. 


FREMONT  EARL  SHORTESS,  the  son  of  Stephen  Thackery,  -  and  T^ph- 
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ena  Tinkham  Shortess,  was  born  Septexaber  26,  1858,  near  the  village 
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of  Sparta,  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  and  moved  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1864. 
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He  was  united  in  marriage,  September  6,  1881,  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Kieth,  born  February  28,  1858,  and  died  August  24,  1929,  aged  71 


years,  5  months  and  26  days.  To  this  union  two  sons  were  bom,  vis. 
Clifford  Kieth  Shortess,  bora  July  13,  1882,  and  died  July  7,  1936, 
aged  53  years,  11  months  and  24  days,  and  Glenn  Fremcnt  Shortess, 
bora  September  22,  1893. 
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T •  Shomess.  \?e  settled  cn  a  farm  near  Vinton,  Benton  Count.. ,  Ic  •&, 
and  fir  two  years  lived  in  a  log  cabin* 

In  1870  my  father,  yog  was  very  well  educated  for  those  timei., 
was  elected  County  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Benton  County,  and 
we  moved  to  Vinton. 

In  1873  I  3  tar  led  learning  the  wa tea.  ana  jerelry  repair  tua  *  • 
ness.  Early  in  1373  I  went  to  Reinbeck,  leva,  and  starred  a  jewelry 
business  of  my  cwa.  Surly  in  1381  I  went  back  io  Vinton  ana  went 
into  partners  .lip  with  the  je/eler  I  learned  the  trade  with,  under 
tne  firm  name  of  nlcunt  am  ShortessR.  In  1833  I  moved  to  Truer,  I  or  a 
I  conducted  a  jewelry  and  optical  business  there  until  1S37,  when  I 
retired  and  came  to  Marshalltown  to  live  with  my  son  Glenn  F.  Short- 
ess.  I  am  now  in  his  office. 

While  living  in  Trasr,  Tara  County,  I  served  two  terms  in  the 
Iowa  State  Legislature  as  Representative  from  Tama  County,  1915  to 
1917.  I  might  add  that  I  am  a  member1  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  to¬ 
gether  with  tne  higher  orders  of  Masonry.  Am  the  oldest  Mason  in 
this  section  of  Iowa,  60  years  a  Mason. 

♦  , 

I  was  85  last  September  25th,  so  you  see  I  have  a  little  the 
best  of  you  in  age.  My  health  is  very  good.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  F. 
Shortens  called  on  you  some  years  ago,  at  ay  request,  while  driving 
to  New  York.  You  were  not  at  heme,  I  believe  they  tallied  with  your 
daughter.  *?ith  very  kindest  regards,  I  am 

F.  E.  Shortess.m 


THE  JESSE  SHORTESS  FAMILY 
' V  ■  '  ;  fh .  .  : 

EMMA  VICTORIA  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Mary  Florence 


¥  ••K—  ■  -'jgj  : 


Reeder  Shortens,  was  bom  February  13,  1961,  She  taught  school  for  a 

*L  .  -r .  v,: 
v 

number  of  years  and  WH3  then  united  in  marriage  with  John  De&crtt 
Staats,  July  21*  1885.,  to  which  union  the  following  children  were 
bora,  viz.  Mary  DeMott  Staats,  now  Mrs.  Harry  Brook3  Hamilton;  Ioa 
Elizabeth  Staat3,  new  Mrs,  Ross. Albert  ^ellhj^kmma  Esther  Staats, 
August  30,  1B95,  and  died  June  13,  1896,  aged  ten  and  one-half  months; 
and  Paul  Shop  tea  3  Staats,  October  9,  1837,  who  was  united  in  marriage 
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tanw  genealogy,  ana  has 

bo-n  very  helpful  to  me  by  providing  re  with  much  valuable  data  con¬ 
cerning  our  fanily  history. 

+  * 

!irs .  Staats  is  the  author  of  the  following  very  beautiful  and 
timely  poem,  Triich  appeared  in  nThe  Pres bvt er ian  News?1  a  fer  ’’ears 
ago,  and  which  I  herewith  copy,  believing  it  will  greenly  add  tc 

the  interest  and  historic  value  of  this  storv. 

•/ 

WHEN  WZ  HAVE  BOSS  CHE  PART , 

Vlien  will  the  strife  of  lawlessness 
That  fills  the  country  cease? 

Whan  will  the  brotherhood  of  jean 
Bring  in  the  reign  of  peace? 

When  sen  reaecber  that  their  God- 
Will  come  tc  their  relief. 

If  they  but  do  their  part  in  faith. 

He  banishes  their  grief. 

, 

We  know  that  when  we  bring  the  titnes. 

The  blessings  follow  fast;  / 

And  if  we  lcve  our  neighbor,  now, 

.He  loves  us  at  the  last. 

' 

:  «  ' 

.  nGo  into  all  the  world.  He  said, 
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If  we  but  do 
The  blessing  3 

'  '  •  .,  ^2Sfek->. 
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If .parents" jest 
And  fail  tc 
Their  tribute 

Wbft  will  their  children  do? 

Example  counts  then  precep 

Though  each  of  -these  has.  place 
-  The  laws  of  God,  the  laws  of  ran. 

We  rust  obey,  with  grace. 
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When  will  His  Kingdom  core  to  earth. 
And  Satan's  host 3  depart? 

«hen  .Van  has  to  his  trust  been  true. 

At-  we  Lave  dene  our 
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months  and  3  days  •  She  173.3  united  in  carriage  with  John  Henry 
son  Dawson  to  which  union  two  daughters  were  bom,  vis.  Grace  Aileen 
Dawson,  now  Mrs.  William  Dunwoodyj  and  Emma  Worth  Dawson,  no w  Mrs,  E. 
V.  Huckens . 

CLARENCE  JESSE  SHOETESSj  the  sen  of  Jesse  and  Mary  Florence 


Reeder  Shortess,  wa3  bem  October  19,  1673,  and  was- united  in  marriage 

with  Miss  Lena  Dodson,  To  this  union  was  born  one  daughter,  Esther 

.  *  • 

Marion  Shortess,  now  Mrs,  Robert  F,  Sandifer,  and  one  son  Clarence 
Jesse  Shortess,  Jr.  The  Clarence  Jesse  Shortess  family  have  been  liv¬ 
ing  in  Joplin,  Missouri  for  many  years. 

0 

TIE  MART  ANN  SHORTESS  CARPENTER  FAMILY 
MATTIE  CARPENTER  was  the  oldest  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Am 


Shortess  Carpenter.  It  has  not  been  possible  for  me  to  obtain  any 
further  data  concerning  this  member  of  the  Shortess  family.  • 

-  ■'  ‘  IDA  CARPENTER,  the  second  daughter  of  James  and-  Mary  Ann  Short* 

‘d  v  " 

ess  Carpenter.  Of  her  Bars.  Emma  Shortess  Staats  writes;—  Ida  Car- 

ower 


t  T"  punter  was  a  school  teacher  and  later  married  a  Mr.  Epler,  a  wid 

■ 

•  with  one  daughter  of  whom  she  seemed  to  be  very  fond  I  know  from 

*•  -V  *  i.-  .  .  •  . 

her  letters  to  me,  that  it  was  a  happy  marriage,  and  that  she  wa3  a 

._  »  . 

. 

devoted  mother  to  the  little  girl.  After  Mr.  Epler*s  death  she  had 

* 

charge  of  a  Home  for  girls  •  *  She  did  a  lot  of  Christian  work"  and 


was  a  fine  Christian  woman." 

5 


Ta 


JAMES  CARPENTER,  Jr.,  the  only  son  of  James  and  Mary  Aim  Short- 
ess  Carpenter,  was  born  in  Ohio.  I  have  no  other  information  con¬ 
cerning  this  young  man,  except  that  Mrs.  Emma  Shortess  Staats  writes 
n After  I  went  to  live  in  Oman?.,  James  Carpenter,  Jr. >  came  from  Ohio 
to  Joplin,  Missouri,  and  visited  with  ny  mother,  sister  and  brother 
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A.B3Y  SHORT E33,  daughter  of  Asbury  and  Mag  ie  Phillips  Short- 

ess,  was  bom  February  13,  1370,  and  was  united  in  marriage  in  Oct- 
* 

ober  1900,  with  Mr.  0berlie3  to  which  union  one  daughter,  Ruth  Laverene 
Cberlies  was  born ,  September  7,  1908.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Oberlies* 
Mrs.  Cberlies  was  reciarried  to  Mr.  Frank  Rust  on  in  July,  1920.  There 
was  no  issue  to  this  marriage.  *  • 

MARY  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  As  bury  and  Maggie  Phillips-  Short  ess, 


i 


'^■»r  —  10*70  GVicj  noirai*  i.uwj<»rl  oviH-  i  a  r*cjw  in  T.ovd  nir- 

r*  vaw  *-*  i»*N*y  w*  •  w  •  ..  — -  -  —  —  . . a  —  —  —  —  — — -  -  —  -U_-  -  *  -  -u*»T  _»  ^  i*.  1  _J  ^ 

ton,  Ohio,  as  per  data  obtained  from  Mrs.  Emma  Shortess  Staats. 

-  .  .  THE  SARAH  EMMA  SHORTESS  KNOX  FAMILY. 

MARY  SUSAN  KNOX,  daughter  of  Wilson  and  Sarah  Erma  Shortess 

Knox,  was  born  in  Ohio,  October  10,  1868,  and  died  July  26,  1938,  aged 

*  .  *  * 

69  years,  -9  months  and  16  days.  She  was  united  in  marriage,  January  4, 

i 

1893  withJohn  M.  Fry,  born  October  14,  1866.  To  this  union  the  follow¬ 
ing  children  were  bora^.  viz.,  Gertrude  Fry,  June  24,  1896;  J.  Wilson 

» ■  «  « . 

Fiy,  October  6,  1SC0;  C.  Trent  Fry,  April  1,  1904,  and  died  May  2, 

■I  «  * 

1922,  aged  18  years,  1  month  and  1  day;  Harvey  Fry,  April  1,  1907, 
and  Paul  R.  Fry,  February  22,  1910. 
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UNA  A  KNOX,  daughter  of  Wilson  and  Sarah  Emma  Shortess  Knox, 
was  born  in  Ohio,-  January  8,  1871,  and  was  united  in-  marriage.  Sept- 
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ember  19,  1895,  with  Rev.  Vernon  W;  Wagner,  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  who  at  this  time  is  serving  as  Superintendent  of 


the  Norwalk  District  of  the  North  East  Ohio, ^Conferences 

#  .  •  >  -  ■*  ' 

To  these  parents. the  following  children  were  bom,  viz.,  Paul 

Knox,  October  17,  1696,  and  died  January  8,  1903,  aged  6  years,  2 


/ 


Miss  Dorothy  HcDo::aId;  Clara  S.  Knox, 
Streck;  and  Pauline-  Xnoex  January  31* 
The  nagner  family  is  at  present  living 


August  15,  1904,  nor  Vr3.  lonnl 
1909,  now  Mrs.  Paul  Hettinger, 
in  Ooerlin,  Ohio. 
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E!.liA  KNOX,  daughter  of  Wilson  and  Sarah  Emma  Shortess  Knox, 
was  born  in  Chio^  February  22,  1373,  and  was  united  in  marriage,  March 

J 

12,  19C0,  with  Charles  C,  Baughman,  To  this  union  '.ms  bom  the  follow¬ 
ing  children,  vis,,  Ethel  L.  Knox,  Judy  4,  1901,  and  Gene  Knox,  April 
24,  1908, 

LAURA  KNOX,  daughter  of  70.1 3 on  and  Sarah  Fmmg  Shortens  Knox, 
was  bora  July  10,  1875,  and  died  September  17,  1927,  aged  52  years, 

1  month  and  7  days.  She  wa3  'united  in  marriage,  March  7, '1901,  with 
Loren  M.  Alexander,  to  which  union  wa3  born,  -  Loren  Knox  Alexander, 
February  28,  1902,  and  JuneV.  Alexander  i  June  Zj,  1904. 

-  THE  EMALINE  MILLION  CAROTHERS  FAMILY  . 

ROBERT  MILLIGAN  CAROTHERS,  son  of  Rev.  Robert'  and  Emeline  Milli¬ 
gan  Carothers,  and  grandson  *of  Mary  Alin  Shortess  Milligan,  was  born 
at  Turtle  Creek,  Pennsylvania,  April  16,  1859,  and  died  at  Grand  Forks. 
North  Dakota  ^  February  4,  1908,  aged  .48  years,  9  months  and  18  days.* 

He  graduated  from  Western  University,  and  taught  for  five  years  in 

Iowa  State  College,  He  later  graduated  from  the  Law  Department,  Uni— 

*  .. 

veraity  of  Michigan  in  1889,  and  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Court  of 

■  • 
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Grand  Forks  County,  North  Dakota,  He  was  united  -in  marriage  in  1895 
with  Miss  Helen  B,  Fulton,  to  which  union  three  children  were  born, 

,  1"  v  ’  g-/  '  ■*  *•  '*•'  7  ■*’  *  '  '  •  •  *  f  [■'.  0  '  •’  '  *^2  "  ■  'vt  r.':  •*'  yV*'  *  *  \ 

MARX  CAROTHERS,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Rev,  Robert  and  Emaline 

-  ,  ••  ..  .  , .  .  ,  - 

Milligan  Car  others,  and  granddaughter  of  Mary  Ann  Shortess  Milligan, 

died  about  the  year  1880,  at  the  Iowa  State  College  for  the  Blind,  of 

..  • 

which  her  father  was  Principal,  —  -vi . - — «**••*• 

MATGZ  C.  CAROTHERS,  daughter  of  Rev.  Robert  and  Emeline  Milli- 
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^ burth  St.,  Grand  Forks-,  N crtri  Dakota,  for  a  number  of  years,  vhare 
Mr.  Charles  Allen  died,  July  3,  1034. 

Mrs.  Allen  has  been  greatly  interested  in  the  Shortens  family 
genealogy,  and  has  given  me  some  very  valuable  data  concerning  the 
earlier  generations  cf  the  family.  I  was  hoping  to  have  sens  more 
definite  data-  of  the  Allen  family  before  this  writing.  Fails  I  have- 
written  several  letters,  yet  I  have  not  heard  from  Mrs.  Allan  since 
December,  1940,  when' she  sent  zee  a  copy  of  the  Historical  Souvenir 
Program  of  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  founding,  April  Gs  1879,  ’ of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Grand  Fork3,  North  Dakota,  of  which  the 
Allen  family  have  been  active  members  for  many  years.  •  -  -  • 

WILHELliNA  A.  CAROTKERS,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Rev.  Robert 
and  Emaline-  Milligan  Caro  tiers,- 'and  granddaughter  of  Mary  Ann  Short- 
ess  Milligan,  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Carnegy  Library  School 
1927-1839,  and  is  now  residing  at  40  East  Huron  St*,  Chicago,  minds. 

-  - 

WALTER  HEIN,  son  of  Martin  and  Sarah  Owen  Heyn,  and  great-gran  a 

-  v.  .  .  .  ■  4 

son  of  Nancy  Aim  Short  ess  Owen,  was  bom  June  27,  1877,  and  died  very 

*  *  * 


\x 


■  .  •  .  -  ■  .  j  |  __ ... 

suddenly.  May  30,  1930,  aged  52  years,  11  months  and  3  days.  He  was 

kv '/;£&//  ■  / •  .  .  ■  •  k  , 

united  in  marriage,  September  16,  19C3,  with  Bliss  Minnie  Estella  Wat- 
kins,  bom  July  14,  1878.  To  this  union  one  son  was  bom,  *  Edmund  • 
Francis  Heyn,  May  27,  1906. 

Mrs.  Walter  Heyn  is  very  much  interested  in  the  Shortess-Owen 

i  '  .  •  • 

family  genealogy,  of  which  her  husband  was  a  descendant  and  belonged 
to  the  fifth  generation  of  the  Shorte3s  family.  She  has  been  very 
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helpful  in  compiling  the  genes  logical  data.  I  do  ncr  knb*  w^r,  but 
I  have  not  heard  from  her  for  several  years,  Her  Late  residence  wa 3 
8  Holland  Terrace,  Montclair,  Jfer  Jersey. 


With  thi3  I  conclude  the  Compiling  of  all  available  genealogi 
cal  data  of  the  fifth  generation  of  the  Shortest  family.  There  are 
possibly  others  belonging  to  this  generation  of  whom  I  have  no 
knowledge,  -  . 


John  D.  fhortess 
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The  problem  of  finding  and  compiling  the  data  of  the  gener¬ 
ation  long  since  passed  away  is  naturally  a  very  difficult  one  be¬ 
cause  of  incomplete,  or  lost  records.  Indifference  and  a  lack  of 

I 

interest  irr,  and  appreciation  of  the  genealogy  of  present  generations 
is  largely  responsible  for  the' very  incomplete  record  of  the  sane  as 


herewith  given. 

In  writing  up  the  record  of  the  sixth  generation  of  the  Shortest 
family,  I  find  the  task  rather  difficult  due  to  the  limitation  of  data 
because  of  the  failure  of  certain  members'  of  the  generation  to  fur¬ 
nish  the  same.  As  a  result  of  this  failure,  it  will  be  noticed  that 
some  of  the~members  of  the  generation  have  a  more  limited  write-up 
than  others. 

Thev  seniority  of  families  of  the  fifth  generation  will  deter¬ 
mine  the  order- in  which  the  record  of  the  ninety -two  listed  members 
of  this,  the  sixth  generation  shall  be  written. -•ur- -  r 

-  THE  JAKES  DEVIN 

STEWART  FA MIL! 


GERTRUDE  R.  STEWART,  daughter- of  James  D.  and  Catherine  Stew- 

'  •  *v  y-«  :  .  .  .  .  * 

i'.;.  *  •  '  -  -  *  * 

art ,  .  and  granddaughter  of  William  and  Mary  Jane  Shortess  Stewart,  was 


«tn 


sara**! 


•born  September  18,  1875,  and  was  united  in  marriage,  June  28,  1894, 

; 

with  Charles  E.  Shaeffer,  bom  March  8,  1870,  and  died  February  22, 

•  . 

1941,  aged  70  years,  11  months  and  14  days.  To  this  union  the  foliow- 

:  ' 

'  • 

ing  children  were  born:-  Harry  Devin,  bora  May  8,  1895,  and  died 


February  25,  1896 ;  Ruthelia  May,  born  October  17>-  1896 7  Catherine 

Elizabeth,  bom  October  30,  1898;  and  died;  August  5,  1900;  Eleanor  F. 

«  *  / 

bora  November  23,  1900;  Charles  0.  born  January  31,  1903;  Mary  Alice, 

n  / 

born  November  9,  1905;  and  Sarah  Edith, -October  8,  1906.  The  family 


are  active  members  of  the  Sixth  Street  United  Erethren  Church  cf 


granddaugh ^er  of  Willi am  snu  Mary  Jane  -Shortess  Stewart,  nrs.3  bom 
March  20,  1881,  and  was  united  in  marriage,  January  18,  1909,  with 
William  F.“ Crick,  bom  December  14,  1858,  and  died  Horen  ber  9,  1937. 

l 

aged  67  years,  10  months  and  25  days*  To  this- carriage  the  following 
children  were  oom:-  Catherine  A.,  September  4,  19C9;  Franklin  Stew¬ 
art,  January  15,  1912;  William  Delbert,  July  11,  1913;  Donald,  bom 
December  26,  1915,  and  died  January  17,  1319;  Elwood  Hench,  December 
14,  1918;  and  Gertrude  I.,  September  26,  1921.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church*  - 

l 

FOSTER  D.  BRITCHER,  January  8,  1883;  Lillian  R.  Britcher,  Sept¬ 
ember  19,  1884;  Lawrence  I.  Britcher,  September  24,  1888;  Sarah  C. 
Britcher,  January  20,-1892;  and  Miles  B*  Britcher /August  1,  1895,  are 
the  sons  and*  daughters  *  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth  Stewart- Britcher,  and 

the  grandchildren  of  William  and  l&xy  Jane  Shartess- Stewart."  / 

✓  . 

MAE  B',  STEWART, -daughter  of  Samuel  E • ,  and  Jane  Messimer  Stew¬ 


art,  and  granddaughter  of  William  and  Mary  Jane  Shortess -Stewart,  was 
bom  June  2,  1893,  at  Blain,  Perry  County  Pennsylvania  •  v 

_  •  -v  ‘  - 

.Y'TiE  MARY  ELIZABETH  SHORTESS  MORGAN  FAMILY ;  " 


MEIN IE  FLORENCE  MORGAN,  daughter  of  David  "  At herton-  and  Mary  E. 

->  •  ~  .  "  -  -  ■,  v.- 

Shortess  .Morgan,  and  granddaughter  of  Andrew  Shortess* -was  bom  Feb- 
ruary.19,  1873,  and  united  in  marriage. with  William  A.  Bouton.  They 

*  *  Ju*  ’A.:  '  •  -  y* 

.. 

are  now  residing  at  Wood  River*  Nebraska. 

-  -  ,v  V  ,  .  v-  ••A -ft*.'.-  •  •  -  -ki  M-  V-  .  -Si  *  -f- '  . *r>- 

•  ->  ■ 

FRANK  ATHERTON  MORGAN,  son  of  David  Atherton,  and  Mary.  E.  Short¬ 
ess  Morgan,  and  grandson  of  Andrew*" Shortess/^was  born  January  15,  1875, 

and  is  now  residing  at  1301  East  Eighth  Street,  Winfield, •  Kansas. 

_  . 

^THE  AMELIA  ANN  SHORTESS  GANG  FAMILY. 


HARRY  ANDREW-  GANG,  son  of  Peter  Q., 


ani  Amelia  Ann  Shortess 


7 


_r=nc_ 

-  i  i  ’’  —muds  on  of  j 

is 

residing  at  22CO 

v*—  '  *■  t)  d  i  i  JL*. 


ODES  AUGUSTUS  GANO,  sen  of  Peter  and  Amalia  Ann  Shortess 
Gano,  arid  grand  3  cn  of  Andrew  Short  ess,  was  born  November  IS,  1873.  U 

is  new  residing  in  Mattoon,  Illinci3. 

*  / 

ESTHER  NELLIE  GANG,  daughter  of  Peter  Q. ,  and  Amelia  Ann  Short 
ess  Gano,  and  granddaughter  of  Andrew  -Shortess,  was  bem  November  29, 
1882,  and  is  now  residing  at  29C9  Prairie  Avenue,  Kattoon,  Illinois. 

CARRIE  ETTA  GANO,  daughter  cf  Peter  Q.,  andAmelia  Ann  Shortess 
Gano  and  granddaughter  •  of  Andrew  Shortess,  was  bom  Decerber  1,  1887., 
and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Frank  J.  Ritter.  '  They  are  new  resid¬ 
ing  at  2408  Prairie  Avenue,  Mattocn,  Illinois.  ^  * 

THE  JOHN  A.  SHORTESS  FAMILY. 

LOIS  F.  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  John  A.,  and  Phoebe  Fuller  Short 

ess  was  born  in  Charleston  j  Illinois,  July  3,  1695.  She- is  now 

‘  •  . 

Ki  -  X .  •  .  A.  .  ■  r  •  •  .  ■  .  *  /  ' 

Louisana  State  Librarian,  with  residence  in  Baton  Rouge, •  Louisiana. 

- •'  •  -  . .  1' *  .  •.•  •••  *  .  *  ■» 

PAULINE-  F.  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  John  A.,  andPhoebe  Fuller 

>  ‘  ">:  ■;  :  •-  -  .  > 

Shortes3,  was  born  in  Charleston,  Illinois.,  February  7,  1897,  and 

■  •*  ■  .  •  . 

was  united  in  marriage,  October  15,  1921  with  Ivan  C.  Killer.  The 

.  :  -  family  is  new  living  at  Old  Greenwich,  Conn.'  Their  only  daughter, 

:  ;.<?  .  'MS  2 
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RICHARD  CULLEY  SHORTESS,  son  of  Richard  E.,'  and  Kinnie  Dqvl 

V;  -;  V •  '  ,  ' 

Shortess,  was  bom  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  March  16,  1886,  and 
died  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  February  19,  1919,  aged  32  years,  11  months 
and  3  days,  -  ‘  ‘ 

FRANCIS  EDWIN  SHORTESS/  son  of  Richard  E. ,  and  Minnie  Doyl 
Shortess  was  bom  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  October  1867,  and 
wa3  united  in  marriage  June  5,  1912,  with  Miss  Lee era  Burke,  bom 
October  20,  1889. 


To  this  union,  the  following  children  were  bom.-  -  Margaret « 

w  O 

April  12,  1915;  Marion,  January  7,  1915;  Francis  E.,  Jr.,  July  2, 
1215;  Helen  read  Debora,  twins,  July  9,  1927.  Deb  cm  died  the  3ar.e 
day.  Francis  2.  Short  ess  was"  educated  at  Northwestern.  University  • 
School  of  Commence,  spent  several- years  in  banking,  and  held  the  posi- 

i 

tion  of  bank  auditor,  assistant  -cashier  and  trust  officer.  "  His  present 
position  is  accountant- and  office  manager,  and  resides  at  232  Laramie 
Avs.,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

CAROLYN  MAE  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Richard  2.,  and  Dannie  Doyle 
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in  marriage- with  LeRoy  Bardew,  and  new  resides  at  1317  A  Street, 

Aurora,  Nebraska.  '• 

LYDIA  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Richard  E.,  and  Minnie  Doyle  Shortess 
was  bom  in  Pittsburgh,  Fa.,  June  21,  1894.  She  i3  now  Mrs.  Guy  Bailey. 

Hollywood,  Florida,  R.D.l. .  . 

MARTHA  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Richard  E. ,  and  Minnie  Doyle 

\  -  •  :  .  -  '  r-  * 

Shortess,  was  bom  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  February  22,  1898.  -She  is  now 

-  .  j 

# 

Mrs.  Martha  Dawson,  and  resides  at  222  North  Laramie  Ave.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

-  •  *  • 

•V .*/  •  •  .*  -Th.  '..it-  -  i-  •  *  ..... 

FLORENCE  AR VILLA  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Richard  E.y  ^nd  FT  1  n  Mae 

•  ’  ■  -  _  * 


N-ahlM.'  _~i». 
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Henderson  Shortess,  was  bom  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  October  3,  1905.  She 

.  #  * 

1«  now  ills.  Raymond  J:  Weigaud,  136  South  Blanchard  St.,  VJheaton,  Ill. 


^  • 
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:^THE  NELLIE  FLORA  SHORTESS  BROOKS  FAMILY  - 
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MAE  LARUE  BROOKS,  daughter  of  Frank  Austin,  and  Nellie  Flora 


»?*-*<** 


.r  (f  1 
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Shortess  Brooks,  and  granddaughter  of  Andrew  Shortess,  was  bom  at 
Eldorado,  Kansas,  February  24,  1388.  She  wns-united  in  marriage  with 
Otto  Fred  Eurgdorf,  and  is  now  residing  at  1716  East  18th  Street, 
Texarkana,  Texas. 

'’<>  .  '  .  < 

RICHARD  BROOKS ,  3 on  of  Frank  Austin,  and  Nellie  Flora  Brooks 

and  grandson  of  Andrew  Shortess,  va3  bom  at  Eldorado,  Kansas,  June  25, 


1:^ 
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seven  ^3. 

SILLLLCTTE  3RCCE3,  daughter  of  Frank  Austin  and  .Mollis  Flora  5hor- 
tess  Brooks,  was  bcm  in  Charleston,  Ill.,,  November  25,  1393,  and  died 
five  days  later,  r\  • 


FRANCES  BRCCKS ,  daughter  of  Frank  Austin, 


and  Nellie  Flora  Shor 

s  Brocks^,  and  granddaughter  of  Andrew  Short  ess,  was  bom  in  Charles 

Illinois,  September  21,  1895, 


tes 


vOi*  * 


HIE  ETTA  SHCRTESS  McMCLOKE  FAMILY 
INA  GERTRUDE  McCLURE,  daughter  cf  Charles  Francis  and  Carrie  1 
Etta  Short e ss"  McClure,  and  granddaughter  of  Andrew  Shorteos,' was  bcm 
N  in  Sullivan,  Ill,,  May  7,  1897,  and  is  new  teaching  in  the  public  schools 

t  .  -  ^ 

of  Maywood,  Illinois,. 


JOHN  SHCRTESS  McCLUKE,  sen  of  Charles  Francis  and  Carrie  Etta 

Short 03s  McClure,  and  grandd abater  of  Andrenr  Shortens,  was  bcm  in 
,  Sullivan,  Ill.,  February  9,  ISfy.  **e  "is  new  residing  at  615  West 

X~r  l 

^rrison  St.,  Sullivan,  Ill.  and  providing  a  home  for  his  mother. 


;V.  -  _ 


MILDRED  CAROLYN!!  McCLURE,  daughter  of  Charles  Francis  and 


!"*»  rif1  anAno.  os?  vo  o 


'  •  yyd  Carrie  Etta  Shortest  McClure ,  and  granddaughter 

bom  in  Sullivan  Ill.,  January  24,  1901,  and  died  as  the  result  of  an 

'  ■■  ;  '•  -  ’  .  ,  •  • V  .<$-  •  -K  •  - 

automobile  accident  near  Pontiac,  Illinois,  April  5,  1931,  aged  30 

-  '  \  "  •  '  .  .  ;  -  -  ••  '  ■  /.  ■ 

years,  2  months  and. 11  days.  .  "♦*'*  \\  .  Tf 

■  '  :  • 

THE  SARAH  A,  SH0RTES3  PALMER  FAMILY 


:,A'vA 


;d>  ■Wr»Htha^r.-.v, 
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FRANKLIN  PALMER,  bom  September  3,  1930;  NORA  PALISH,  bcm  Dec- 

*  *  •  \ 

ember  13,  1381;  WILLIAM  PALMER,  bom  September  4,  1883;.  HARRY  PALISH  , 
bom  October  10,  1886;  MALISSA  PALMER  bom  June  19,  1887;  MELVIN 
PAL.MER,  bom  October  10,  1832;  and  JOHN  PALMER,  bom  February  16, 

1895,  are  the  children  cf  Theodore  ana  S&rah  A  Snort  ess  Palmer,  and 


granacnildren  of  La-rid  Shortess.  The  family  lived 
la iry  farm  near  rtassilion,  Ohioy  where  I  visited  in  1913. 


on  i  lar  ;e 


THS  THOMAS  A.  SHORTESS  FAMILY 

ESTHER' MAS  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Thomas  A,,  and  Mary  A*  Seidel 
Shortess  was  bom  at  Beavertown,  Pennsylvania,  July  3,  1365.  After  • 
her  public  school  work,  aha  went  in' training  as  a  nurse  and  graduated 
from  the  Norristown-  Hospital  in  1204.  She  i3  now  maintaining  a  Heme 
a“  5 <10  Eighgste  Drive,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  for  under— nourished  and 
u«u2.3po  wt  -.1  i_iG  art  "srards'  of  t a t  ^  A  ty  of  Halt itior o « 

i  - 

WILLIAM  LEVI  SHORTESS,  3 on  of  Thomas  A.  and  Mary  A.  *  Seidel 

0 

Shortess,  was  bem  at  Beavertown,  Pennsylvania/  November  27,  1366.  Ee 
v&s  united  in  marriage  July  22,  1918,  with  Ella  Meichal,  bem  June  10, 
1337,  and  died  September  24,  1930,  aged  52  years,  5  months  and  14  day3, 
To  this  marriage  a  daughter,  Georgia  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs  Joseph 
Kressler  was  boro  March  24,  191S,  and  a  son,  Lee  Franklin,  bom  October 
14,  1921,  now  serving  in  the" U.S.  Army.  *  William  L.~  Shortess  is  new 

employed  as ; foreman  in  the  A.C.  &  F.  shops,  Berwick,  Pennsylvania . 

•  ■  - 

'  ELIZABETH  A.  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Thomas  A.,  and  Mary  Seidel 
Shortess  was  bom  in  Beavertown,  Pa.-,  March  15,  1388.  She  was  employed 


*■ «  .  -  •>  ' 


*•***,$?*:** 


■1  *glr; 


for  several  years*  in  the  State  of  Maine,  where  she  was  united  in 

marriage  with  Mr.  Harry  Marshall,  and  is  now  living  in  the-  old  home  in 

- 

‘  •  -  . 

Beavertown,  Snyder  Couny,  Pennsylvania,  and  caring  for  her  invalid 


go*-'  ■  •  - 

‘  J?r, 
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father  who- celebrated  his  86th  birthday  anniversary /-April  7,  1942. 

SAMUEL  J.  SHORTESS,  •  son.  of  Thomas  A^/.jand  Mary  Seidel  Shortess, 

‘  N  •  1 

WS3  bom  in  Beavertown,  Pennsylvania,  January  19,  1830,  and  died  July 

•  .  *  *  i  -  •  •  f  -  ,  -  *  •  f*  .  . '  ■  *  "  ■*-  .*'  .  -  ■■  — \ 

15,  1930,  aged  40  years,  5  months,  and  2S  days.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  January  ,  1910,  with  Mabel  Zimmerman,  to  which  ’union  a  son. 


^-ud  a  daughter,  Anna  ,  was  borr 


John* 


Hi.j  wife  proved  unfaithful  an- 


. 
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.s*4g. 


inserted  him.  After  providing  Tor  hi  a  children  he  enlisted  in  the 

TJ,3.  Amy,  and  served  for  several  years  in  the  Phillipin®--- Islands*  ‘ 

where  he  was  severely  wounded.  He  was  returned  to  -the  United  States 
'  »  * 
and  honorably  discharged  from  service,  He-  was  later  -employed  by  the 

Consolidated  Gas~ and  Electric  Company  of  Baltimore,  'Maryland. -  as  fbre- 

izan  of  a  "construction-  and  repair  crew”  in  whose  employ  he  met  an 

accidental  death.  The  newpaper  report  and- -editorial -which  appeared  in 

the  Baltimore  papers  was  in  part  as  follows: 

BALTIMORE,  MD.,  July  16,  1950;-  "WQR1D  WAR  veteran,  Samuel  J. 
Shortens,  5710  Highgate  Drive,  Gas  Company  f oreran  met  a  heroic 
death  late  last  night  when  he  made  a  fruitless  effort  to  save  a 
member  of  his  crew,  George  Cover,  who  was  caught  in  a  live  wire 
atop  a  pole  near  Belair.  •  Shortes3  climbed  to  his  ad,  but  both 
v  were  electrocuted. 

(EDITORIAL.)  "DIED  AS  BECOMES  A  SOLDIER.  Samuel  J.  Shortess^  a- 

trouble  crew  foreman  in  the  employ  of  the  Consolidated  Gas  and 

Electric  Company,  was  a  World  War  Veteran,  one  among  the  millions- 

whose  name  never  appeared  in  the  stories  of  thrilling  heroism 

which  were  flashed  across  3C00  mile3  of  cable.  It  was-  reserved 

for  him  to  meet  death  as  a  hero  in  the  drab  course  of  his  daily- 

toil,  with  none  of  the  acclaim  which  attaches  to  the  tragedies 

of  a  conflict  in  which  the  fate  of  nations  is  involved.  - 

"When  one  cf  hi 3  fellow  workers  was  caught  in  the  grip  of  a 

death-dealing  electric  current,  without  a  moment  pc. use  to  insure 

his  own  safety,  he  sprang  to  the  rescue,  and  shares  the  -fate  o^- 
-*•  - ’  ...... 
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"The  man  who  dies  on  the  battlefield  in  defense  of  a  just  cause 
deserves  all  the  honor  and  glory  that  a  grateful  country  accords 
him.  Is  Samuel  J.  Short  ess,  who  braved  the  danger  which  his 
vocation  had  taught  him  to  recognize,  in  order  to  save  a  life,  any 
less  deserving  of  honor  than  If  he  had  been  shot  on  a  battlefield 
in  France?" 
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ANNA  MINERVA  SHCRTESS,  daughter  of  Thomas  Av,~  end  Mary  Seidel 


Short  ess  war  bom  in  Eeavertcwn,  Pennsylvania,  January  23,  1392,  and 
died  January  27 ,  1893,  aged  one  year  and  four  day3. 


MARI  ELEANOR  SHOELESS,  daughter  of  Thomas  A.,  and  Mary  Seidel 
Short  ess ,  was  born  in  Jamison  City,  Columbia  CcurtTT,  Psnr:,~'lv;ri-’  ? 
February  10,  lc94*  With  ner  si3ter  ;i3ther  and  younger  brother  Georg' 


zhs  moved  to  Baltimore ,  Me.  about  the  year  1910,  where  she  graduated 
in  19 Id  from  the  Eastern  High  School  of  that  city/  and  in  1910  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  'Nursing  School,  since-  which  time 
she  has  followed  the  profession  of- a  Registered  Nurse. 

THOMAS  W;-  SHORTESS,  sen  of  Thomas  A.,  and  Mary  Seidel  Short  ess, 
was  bora  in- Jamison  City,  Columbia  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  19,  1395. 

He  has  been  £raman  with  the  Pool- Foundry  and  Machine  Company  of 
Baltimore,  Maryland  for  the  past  fifteen  years. 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  November  18,  1915,  with  Lottie 
Michael,  born  January  15,  1890,  and  died  December  2,  1925,-  aged  35  years 
10  mo.  and  17  days.  Richard  (Dick)  Shortess,  an  adopted  son  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  October  6,  1323,  and  graduated  from  the  Forest  Park 
High  School,  of  Baltimore,  with  the  class  of  1940. 

GEORGE  .SEIDEL  SHORTESS,  youngest  son  of  Thomas  A.,  and  Mary 
Seidel  Shortess,  was  born  in  Jamison  City,-  Columbia  County,  Pennsyl- 
.  vania,  January  17,  1897.  ;  He  came  with  his  sisters,  Esther  and  Eleanor, 
to  Baltomcre,  «d.,  about  the  year  1910,  and  graduated  from  the  Eastern 

4  • 

High  School  of  that  city,  and  also  from  Johns  Hopkins  University^ 


with  the  class  of  *  ;  -  After  a  year  of  post-graduate  study  he  was 


rtJm.  ? 

* 


granted  the  degree  of  Ph.D.  by  that  institution.  He  is  now  Professor 


*  .  -vl  /•  •  •"  • 


-A. y- 


of  Biology  in  Elizabethtown  College  • 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  July  29,  1926,  with  Kiss  Mary  K.  Keen, 

■  ■ t  % 

bora  September  6,  1902.  To’  thus  marriage  two  sons  were  bom,  vis. 

David  Keen  Shortess,  June  29,  1930,  and  George  Keen  Shortess,  November 

\  ' 

4,  1932.  .  -  '  ’ 

\ 

THE  JOHN  D.  SHORTESS  FAMILY 

FLORENCE  MINERVA  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  John  D.,  and  Minerva 
Spitler  Shortess,  was  born  December  9,  1862,  at  Millheim,  Center  County, 


.3  waa  uni*  e 


—  ki 


a  marriage  with  ?lillim  ? 


» '  *i  “>% « 

ms  sex  turner, 


February  22,  1322 ,  to  ~hieh  marriage  two  seas  were  bom,  vis, :  - 

Glenn-  Dale  Sterner,  son  of  7?.  Mussel,  and  Florence  Si,' 'Sterner, 
TOa  torn  at  -Highesvilla ,  Pennsylvania,  November  24,  19C2V  and  was  uni¬ 
ted  in  marriage  July  v  ,  1935,  with  Miss  Gladys  A.  Bradley  of 
Mechanics tnxrg.  Pa.,  to  which  marriage  one  daughter,  Barbara  Ann  was 
bom,  April  24,  1929. 

o-  Joh£  David  Sterner,  son  of  W.  Russel,  and  Florence  M,  Short es s. 
Sterner  was  bom  July  27,  19C4,  at  Milton,  Pa.,  and  united  in  marriage 
14,  1928,  with  Miss  Lula  M.-'Coover  of  Mechanics  burg.  Pa.,  to 

/ 

which  marriage  -two  daughters- were  bom, -  viz.  Joan  Louise,  September 
1929,  and  Betsy  Lou  Sterner,  June  25,  1939. 

JBSSE  CLOTD  SHOitTESS,  son  of  John  D.,  and  Minerva  Spitler 

Shortess,  wa3~fera  June  24,  1884,  ab  Beavert own,  Snyder  County*  Pa., 

•  ^  (  ■ 

and  died  at  Lewis  burg.  Pa.  \>  January  4,  1920,  aged  35  years,  6  months 

and  10  days ,  -  - 

&  ■  -  v  -  ■  „ .  *  .  --  .  .. . 

He  was  united  In  marriage  June  15,  1914  with  Miss  Luella  Frank, 
cf  Montandon,  Pa.,  to  which  marriage  one  daughter,  Olga  Frank  ^hertes s 

r  *-  k  ■  *  • 

'  1  f  ■  Vj 

w«o  ucm,  June  10,  1315,  in  Jacksonville,  Florida.  ’Sue  was  united  in 

'  '  .-;V*A4S  -  ■  .  .  w  .  .  '  * 

- 

marriage  August  9,  1937,  with  James  E.  McMahon,  of  Donora,  Pennsylvania 

v  T  ..  '*  *T  .*•  t  .7-  *  "...  •'  .  ■  v-  •'•■v,  .  *  wi  •*>*-•7  .  £>.“  .  *■  •>  - 


' 


M- 


:  Mrs.  Luella  Frank  Shortess*-  second  marriage,  July  14,  1926, 


■  U  <  rv;:: 


was  with  Prof .  John  E.  Shambach,  Puperintendent  of  the  Public  Schools 

.r  .  - 

-  ■  •  ■  •  ■  yt-  :  ■  ■  .  -  .  ..  - 

_  ■ 


of  Donora,  Pa. ‘ 


•  .  • ;  \  : 

■  ifiH  mmlmn 


SAMUEL  IRVIN  SHORTESS,  son  of  John  D.  and  Minerva  Spitler 
Shortess,  was  bom,  March  24,  1886,  at  Alpine^  York  County,  Pa.  Be 
graduated  in  1905  .from  the  Milton,  Pa;  High  School,  and  from  Albright 
College  with  the  class  of  1911.  He  taught  in  the  High  Schools  of  Sun- 
buiy,  Berwick,  and  Wilkes  Barre,  and  in  Girard  College,  Philadelphia. 


ciace  1S23  he  has  been  head  -of  the  Department  of  General  Science  in 
the  State  Teacher 5 3  College  at  Blocmsburg,  Pa.  He  was  -united  in 
carriage,  April  i,  1318,  with  iliss  Anna  Irene  Reynolds,  of  Reedsville 
Pa.a  to  wnich  marriage  one -sen,  John  Reynolds  Shorbess  was "born,  August 
24,  1913,  at  Lewisburg,  Pa., -  and  one- daughter,-  Anna  Louise  Shortes3, 

bom  14,  1923,  at  Narberth,  Pa.  /  ---• . - 

PFltA  MATHILDA  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  John  D.,  and  Minerva  Spitler 

i 

Shortes3  was' bom  at- Buffalo  Cross  Roads  Union  County,  Pa vj  October’ 
16,  1892.  She  graduated  from  the  T^movne.  Pa.  High  School  in  1908, 
and  from  Albright  College  with  the  class  of  1912.  Taught  tousle  for 
several  years,  and  is  now  with  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  -  State  Department  of '  Health,  -“arrisburg,  -  Pennsylvania . 

THE  "ANNA  ELIZABETH  SHORTESS  YEATCRTH  FAMILY 


—  *  •  Vj  M  l*- 


NOTE:-  In  recording-  the 'Anna  Elisabeth  Shortess  Yaaworth- family, 
it  should  ber  remembered  that  upon  due  application  to  the 
'■  coui^t,  during  the  first  World  War  in  1918 j  the  family  name 
was  legally  shanged  from  "Yeakel"  to  "Yeaworth"  by  a  decree 
handed  down  by  the  Orphans  Court  of  Baltimore  County, 
mary land, -under  daye  of  .  1918. 

I VI  VERDILLA  YEAWORTH,  daughter  of  Rev.  Irvin  C;,  Anna  ‘ 

"  _  *  -  '  .  -  *  ■  •  *  -  -  -  -  ■  % 

Elizabeth  .Short ess  Yeakel,  was  bom  in  Marysville,  Perry  County, 

Pennsylvania,  April  22,  1887.  She  graduated .  from  Western  Maryland 
College,  with  the  class  of  1919.  Having  prepared  herself  for  the 

-  —v  •  i.-  •  *;•  v: 

f  ■**  -  <-.•  *  ■  •  ‘■•  r'-/'  . 

•  ’  •  ■  •  ’<«  *'  „  f.  :  - 

mission  field,  she  was  appointed  as  a  missionary  to  Mexico  in- 1922’ ter 

- 


the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  which  field  she  is  now 

.  fv  1  •  ’ 

serving. 

;  .  •  •  ■  *  ;  -  , 

Slice  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  (Jan.  20,  »43)  a  * 
letter  from  one  of  1-77*3  fellow-missionaries,  from  which  I  copy  the 
following  excerpts:- 


ivy  ieaworth  has  asked  me  to  write  a  note  to  you  tills 
tnis  morning.  It  is  a  pleasure  for  ice  to  do  anything  I  can  for  her- 
-  r  sorry  that  I  have  a  sad  message- to  send  you. .  - 

~  4.u  2? L  peC01Bb9r  4t:i>  evening  chapel  service,  when  the  last 

t“®  ®^*8-3ch°o1  Pupils  were  leaving  for  homey  MissTeaworth  found 
1x1  "sieging  because  of  pain  in  her  throat,  from  then 
unuil  i^ececDer  23rd,  she  felt  tired,  a  dizziness,  fever  and  general 
weariness.  a 

_  p1®  city  mayor,  her  neighbor,  and  also  a  doctor,  treated  her 

for  an  infected  throat,  and  later  for  uremia.  On  December  27th,  our 
Mission  aoctor.  Dr.  Coppedge,  came  all  the  way  from  Merella,  and 

~  *  - - O*'  uw  a  uvSyxu&x  X.11  arfeXICO  Cl  tv. 

That  night  -a  special  car  was  secured  and  cn  Monday  morning,  December 
28tn  she  was  entered  in  the  English  Hospital,  under  the  care~cf  Dr/ 

Her  trouble  was  said  to  be  acute  nephritis,  caused  from  a 
eyreptoccoccus  throat  infection.  In  a  few  days  this  became  compli¬ 
cated  with  pneumonia.  '  .  .  , 

On  January  3rd,  Mi33  Yeaworth  almost  left  '113  for  her  Heavenly 
Eome  but  our  heavenly- Father  heard  our  request  for  her  remaining 
here,  and  He  has  blessed  the  human  agencies  of  an  oxygen  tent, 

special  medicine  and  treatment,  and  for  the  past  three  days  she  has 
improved  remarkably.' . .  -  —  - 

•7  ft 

^Miss  Yeaworth  feels  that  the  Lord  has  sparedher  life  for  some 
special  service  here  in  Mexico, 'and  feels  grateful  for  your  prayers, 
interest  and  love.  She  has  been  most  cheerful  during  these  part 

three  days,  ai*i  just  requested  me  to  write  toyou.  - 

. 

•'NTircr  yr  \Y  t  " <r\  •  -y;  ■  "  t  -  *■  •  *  *•  •*?  rv*»  ■  -  .  .  „  vrf  '  • 

Miss  Yeaworth  is  a  radiant  Christian  character,  who  daily 
witnesses:-;  for  the  Lord  in  a  marvelous  way  here  in  Mexico.  She  needs 

your  prayers  especially  in  these  difficult  weeks  of  convalescense. 

.  . .  •  •  -  ' 

Her  address,  for  several  weeks,  we  think,-  will  be:- 

Sanatorio.  Ingles,  Room  16,  C&lzada  Marino  Eseobedo  666,  Mexico,  D. 

F.  Mexico.  9 


4“*  :4'^ 


&.T. 


m 


Sincerely  your  frisnd," 

....  \  -•  -■  y  *  ■  _ 

Margaret  Shelby, 

f;-  V  '  ' 

Chilpancingo,  Guerrero,  Mexico. " 
DHSULA  REGINA  SUSANNA  YEAWORTH,  daughter  of  Rev,  Irvin  C. ,  anc 
Anna  Elizabeth  Shortess  Yeakel,  was  born  in  Tcrk,  Pennsylvania  Jun^- 


She 


for  several  years  ^as  instructor  in  ar z  in  a  3cut:hem  college* 
was  united  in  marriage  with  air.  John  !£.  Fetter,  of  Beltimore,  Maryland 
October  28,  1924. 

CATHERINE  ELIZABETH  YEAWCRTH,  daughter  of  Rev.  Irvin  C.,  and 
Anna  Elizabeth  Short  as  3  Yeakel,  was  born  in  East  Prospect,  York 
County,  Pennsylvania,  A£ril  25,  18S0.  She  was  united  in  marriage, 

July  14,  1923,  with  Mr.  Clinton  DeWIll  Kothe,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  They 
are  new  living  in  the  old  Yeaworth  home,  6257  Bellona  Ave.,  Baltimore 9 
Wd.  v  . . 

GRACE  ALTONA  YEAW0R7H, daughter  of  Rev.  Irvin  C.,  and  Ahna  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Yeakel,  was  bom  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  June  21,  18S2.  She 
graduated  from  Goucher  College,  Baltimore,  Md.,  with  the  class  of 
1915,  and  served  as  professor  of  biology  in  Western  Maryland  College 
for  several  years.  She  was  united  in  marriage  with  Rev.  Jacob  Van- 
derfcilt  Koontz,  SSptember  5,  1919.  To  th±3  union  the  following  chil- 
dren  were  bom,  viz 5  Grace  Elizabeth  Koontz,  bom  December  8,  1920; 

Anna  Margaret,  and  Grier  Yeaworth  Koontz,  bom  August  29,  1922.  Grier 

•  .  .  •;  ..  *■« 

—  * 

Yeaworth  died  the  same  day.  John  Vincent  Koontz,  bom  Afcril  13,  1926. 


* 


Grace,  Margaret  and  John  are  now  students  at  Kinggs  College,  in  Del- 

■  •  vd  •  -  .  «..*♦  **:•  l',-  fv./  •  *•  "• 

aware.  The  family  now  reside  in  Wrightsville,  Pa.,  where  Rev.  Koontz 

•  • 

is  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

‘  - 

ELEANOR  FRANCES  FREDA  YEAWORTH,  daughter  of  Rev.  Irvin  C.,  and 

_ 

*  * ,9. .  -• 

Anna  Elizabeth  Short  ess  Yeakel,  was  bom  in  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
January  29,  1896.  She  attended  Dickinson  College,  and  later  grad¬ 
uated  from  Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  &d.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Rev.  Lester  A.  Welliver,  Di  C.,  bom  February  2, 


1396 


■ ,,  r 

■t 


To  i-i  dr-mags  one  fcllo^in.z  eons  vere  bom ,  vx.:i  [t>sr.  .*■ 
Allen*  3  . com  bar  29,  1924;  Daniel-  Irvin,  bom  ‘.fcril  £0,  132°;  K^nne t h 


Bruce,  hem  October  7,  1929:  ?a 


i  ;.-^ci  i  ay 


2 ley,  ten  March  23,  1321 ,  and 


Glenn  Edwin,  ben  February  20/  1933.  Tee  family  is  now  residing  in 
Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  where  Dr.  Welliver  is  pastor  of  the  Fine 
Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

\  *** 

j/' IRVIN  SEOETESS  YEAWOETH,  son  of  Rev.  Irvin  C.,  and  Ahna  Elin~ 
abeth  Fbortess  Teaks!,  was  bom  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  January  14, 
1893.  After  graduating  from  Johns  Hopkins  Chiversity,  Baltimore,  Md 
he  decided  to  prepare  for  the  gospel  riri °  ^ T~,r  a^d  «-,vi  0  o  « 

student  in  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  Princeton,  New  Jersey,, 

from  whicn  institution  he  later  graduated.  He  took  a  post-graduate 

\ 

course  of  study  in  Berlin,  Germany,  and  for  two  years  served  as 
pastor  of  the  American  Church,  in  Berlin. 

Ee  wa3  united  in  marriage,  August  5,  1924,  with  Mis3  Liv 
Mareonini  Alfsen,  of  Berlin,  Germany,  born  March  11,  19C2.  To  this 

marriage  two  sons  were  born,  vizs  Irvin  Short  ess  Yea  worth,  bom  in 

*  < .  •  ',  •  .<*  ■  ■*•-■  •  *"  • 
t'~'  .  * .  •  ■ 

Berlin,  Germany,  February  14,  1926,  and  David  Victor  Yeaworth,  born 

« 

in  Peckvills,  Pa.,  April  15,  1929.  Three  foster  children,  all  of 

c-’».  J»**-  •  «..ts  v  •»  «  ri«d.  r  .  •  --.-O-tTA:  .»■  *rw'*  *->:  '  i . ^  > U^'.X ..  I.rr'w-  »  ■_  f, .  .  , _  -  ■  ,  .  .  •  .  .  .  _v  . — 

. 

01*®  family,  were  also  adopted  into  their  home,  viz:  James  Thomas. 

* 

bom  March  2,  1926,  Betty  Gene,  bom  June  14,  1927*  and  Ullian  Mar- 


•X  Of-  : 

,1 


.XT'. 


•  )i  W 


garet,  bom  September  3,  1929,  After  returning  from  Berlin,  Germany 
■ 

Rev.  Teaworth  served  pastorates  in  Oliphant,  Pennsylvania,  Aurora, 


V  '  [ii  - 

N  s,  . 

••  ■  r  ~S.  '  £*  •*  ‘ '  • w 


■m 


,ib  H  •  • 


Illinois,  Eomestead,  Pa.,  and  is  now  pastor  of  Bethany  Temple  Pres¬ 


byterian  Church',  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  , 

TEE  ALSTON  TINXHAM  SHORTESS  FAMILY 

EEWTi  S.  SHORTESS,  the  sen  of  Almon  T.,  and  Elsie  Jones  Short- 

/' 

ess,  was  com  in  Vinton,  Iowa,  July  3,  1677.  In  response  to  my 


q 


'^nva^r 

A  •*  ■-n  U  J 


gave  me 


bhe  following  data,  concerning  his  military 


rcccrd:- 


"Wa3  bom  and  reared  in  Vinton,  Iowa.  Enlisted  in  Troop  H. 
Illinois  7 ol •  Cavalry  on  April  25,  18S8,  for  service  in  War  with 
Spain.  Discharged,  October,  1898.  Re-enlisted  in  Company  F.  50th 
Infantry  U.  S.  V.,  August,  1899,  for  service  in  the  Philippine  In¬ 
surrection,  Discharged,  February,  1901.  Took  part  in  29~ engage-- 
ments  under  fire  from  eneny  during  Fhillippino  service.  Assisted 
in  organisation  of  civil  government  and  later  taught  and  supervised 
schools  in  Philippine  for  seven  years.  S$ent  four  years  in  book 
business  in  Manila.  Spent  six  weeks  with  General  Pershing  in  Mind- 
ana  b  Island  in  1911.  Returned  to  U.  S.  in  1913  after  15  and  one- 
half  years  residence  in  the  Philippines. 

On  staff  of  Iowa  State  College  of  Agriculture  1915-1919. 

Field  service  man  for  Kiwanis  International,  1922-1941.  Retired 
January  1,  1941,  present  residence.  4879  Greenside  Lane,  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana." 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  March  2,  1906,  at  Masbate,  Phil¬ 
ippine  Island,  with  Miss  Rita  Clemante,  a  Spanish  girl,  bora  March 

2,  1988.  To  this  marriage  the  following  children  were  bora,  viz: 

^ _ _  *  > 

Anna  15.  Shcrtess,  born  June  26,  1907,  now  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.; 

-  *  r  * 

Melvin  H.  Shortens,  born  September  4,  1909,  now  of  TSterloo,  Iowa; 

Nadine  Mae  Short  ess,  born  SSptember  4,  1911,  now  Mrs.  mjne  G.  King, 

.  .  .  r  : 

Los  Afcgeles,  California;  Betty  Shortess,  born  August  22,  1913,  now 
^  '  -  . 

Mrs.  Gene  Tierney,  Los  Angeles,  California;  Carmene  Shortess,' bora 

December  22,  1915,  now  Mrs.  Clifford  X.  Fox,  Lcs  Angeles,  California, 

"  .  'vy 

Elsie  C.  Shortess,  born  July  24,  1925,  also  of  Los  Angeles,  California 
A/1  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  Edwin  S.  Shortess,  to  Richard 

. 

E.  Shortess  under  date  of  July  18,  1909,  see  Page  12,  was  a  great 
help  to  me  in  ny  early  genealogical  research. 

4 

'  *  •  •  . 

MELVIN  H.  SHORTESS,  son  of  Aimon  T.,  and  Elsie  Jones  Shortess 

was  born  in  Vinton,  Icwa,  and  some  years  ago  was  living  at  Genturia, 
Wisconsin. 

Anna  L.  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Aimon  T.,  and  Elsie  Jones  Short- 


. 
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Sept bracer  25,  1380*  7o  “hie  r^rris.  e  the  following  children  cere 
born,  viz  i  -Torn,  RilLird  Heath,  born  Slay  15,  1909 j  Elsie  Josephine 
Heath,  bom  October  1911,  new  Mrs,  F.  M.  Buresh,  Blenfcrd,  ?&ss., 
to  which  marriage  was  bom  Fettle  Jo  Buresh,  March  4,  1937,  and 
Martha  Aim  Buresh,  bern  June  27-.  1240. 

.  / 

Aimcn  Shortess  Heath,  bom  September  12.  1912 $  and  Reta  Hcise 
He&th  bem  August  2,  1921. 

MAURICE  J.  SHORTESS,  son  of  Almon  T. ,  and  Elsie  Jones  Short ess 
was  bom  in  Vinton,  Iowa,  December  12,  1889,  and  is  now  residing  in 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

GRACE  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Aimcn  T.,  and  Elsie  Jones  Shortest, 
was  bora  in  Vinton,  Iowa,  May  12,  1332,  now  Mrs.  Grace  Baum  of  Garri¬ 
son,  Illinois. 

"N. 

VERNON  SHORTESS,  sen  of  Aim on  T.,  and  Elsie  Jones  Shortess,  wes 
born  in  Vinton,  Iowa'*  September  11,  1824,  and  is  now  residing  in 
Chicago,  Illinois.  I  very  much  regret  that  I  have  not  succeeded  in 
getting  more  complete .  data  concerning  several  members  of  the  Alter* 
r.  £5noi*ue33  lamjyV. 


€■  * 
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FREMONT  EARL  SHORTESS  FAMILY 

' 

CLIFFORD  KEITH  SHORTESS,  the  sen  of  Fremont  Earl,  and  Elis- 


•  ,*>  v.  ^  - .  •  ■  j  .  , .  • 

1  abeth  Keith  Shortess,  was  bora  in  Vinton,  Iowa,  July  13,  1882,  and 
died  at  Cambria,  California,  July  7,  1936,  aged  53  years,  11  months 


4#%  .;,  C- 


and  24  days.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rea  Moore,  Sept¬ 
ember -7,  1904.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Shortess  and  her 
aged  mother  made  their  residence  at  S03  East  College  Street,  Iowa 
.  I  have  had  several  very  interesting  letters  from  Ur 3 . 


City,  Iowa 


iir 
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GRACE  AIL22N  DAWSON,  daughter  of  John  Henry,  andLaura  D.  Short-' 


ess  Dawson,  fims  born  December  4,  1392,  and  was  united  in  marriage, 

Sfia y  12,  1923,  with  William  B.  Dunwoody.  There  are  no  children  to  this 


marriage. 


EMMA  WORTH  DAWSON,  daughter  of  John  Henry,  and  Laura  D.  Shcrt- 
ess  Dawson,  was  bom  September  6,  1696,  and  was  united  in  marriage,  • 
March  16,  1916,  with  Willard  R.  Burri3.  They  have  no  children,  but 

an  adopted  daughter,  June  Maxine  Burris,  who  was  bom  June  3,  1913, 

< 

and  was  united  in  marriage,  March  1936  with  Paul  Edward  Grant,  tom 

v 

December  17,  1913.  To  thi3  marriage  was  bom:  Judie  Joanna  Grant, 

January  5,  1957;  Paul  Edward  Grant,  Jr.,  September  3,  1939;,  John 

/■ 

Benson  Grant,  November  6,  1941*  and  Robert  Frank  Grant,  bom  Octo¬ 
ber  17,  1942.  . 


THE  CLARENCE  JESSE  SHORTS  SS  FA  MILT. 

f 


ESTHER  MARIAN  SHORTESS,  daughter  of  Clarence  J.,  and  Lena 

#  # 

Dodson  Shortes3,  was  bom  June  27,  1904,  and  was  united  in  marriage 


with  Robert  P.  Sandifer,  August  4,  1924.  To  this  marriage  the 


'SwSbGmS' ■* 


' 


following  chilren  were  bom,  viz:  Sally  Sandifer,  bom  June  13, 
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1926;  Robert  Sandifer,  bom  June  7,  1929;  and  Susan  Claire  Sandifer 


*  3&r  ■ 


bom  July  16,  1930. 


CLARENCE  JESSE  SHORTESS,  Jr.,  son  of  Clarence  J.  and  Lena 
Dodson  Shortess,  was  bom  February  6,  1907,  and  was  united  in  marr¬ 
iage  in  1936  with  Dicksie  Estella  Callen.  To  thi3  marriage  the  follow 
ing  children  were  bom,  viz:  Nancy  Leone  Shortess,  bom  January  7, 
1939,  and  Clarence  Jesse  Shortess,  III,  born  December  22,  1939. 


■ '  *  *  T  ~7 
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RUTH  IJETTEBZliE  OSERLIES,  daughter  of  Mr,  Cher  lies  and  his  ‘^ifsj 

Abfcy  Short  ess  Charlies,  and  granddaughter  cf  As  bury  Shorten,  was  her: 

September  7 >  1SC8.  She  appears  to  be  the  only  living  descendent  cf 

As bury  and  ilaggie  Phillips  Shortess. 

THE  MARI  SUSAN  KNOX  FRY  FAMILY 

GERTRUDE  FKI,  daughter  of  John  M. ,  and  Vary  Susan  Knox  Fry, 

and  granddaughter  of  Wilson  and  Sarah  Shortens  Knox,  was  bem  June  24  _ 

0 

1896,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mr.  Guy  L.  Taylor.  To  this 
marriage  three  sons  were  bom,  vis:  Howard  Teylor,  1921  j  Max  Taylor, 
1326,  and  Eugene  Taylor,  1932. 

-  J.  WILSON  FRY,  son  of  John  M.,  and  Mary  Susan  Knox  Fry,  and 
grandson  of  Wilson  and  Sarah  Shortess  Knox,  was  bom  October  6,  1900. 

His  first  marriage  was  with  Alverda  Bushnall,  to  which  union  three 

)  -  ,j 

sons  were  bom,  viz;-  Richard  Fry,  1924;  William  Fry,  1925;  and  John 

i  ■'  . 

Fry,  1929.  Ei3  first  wife  died  in  1920,  after  which  he  was  united 

*V  '~«A<  /.  -  T'V/t*'  ■*:.  r  • 
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in  marriage,  in  1936  with  Florence  Mercer,  to  which  marriage  one 

/  *  ■ 

daughter,  Lena  Fry  wa3  bom -in  1339. 

G.  TRENT  FRY,  son  of  John  31 /,  and  Mary  Knox  Fry,  and  grandson 
of  Wilson  and  Sarah  Shortess  Knox,  was  bora  April  1,  1904,  and  died 


UVv>  •& 


.  „  y . 


May  2,  1922,  aged  18  years,  1  month  and  1  day. 
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HARVEY  FRY,  s oh  of  John  M.,  and  Mary  Susan.  Knox  Fry,  and  grand - 
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son  of  Wilson  and  Sarah  Shortess  Knox  was  born  April  1,  1907,  and  - 

.  ;  .*  , 

was  united  in  marriage  with  Jane  M.  Fish. 

'  * 

PAUL  R.  FRY,  son  of  John  M.  and  Mary  Susan  Knox  Fry,  was  born 
February  22,  1910.  'His  first  marriage  was  with  Evelyn  Pry,  and  after 
her  death,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ruth  Shaw,  to  which  Marriage 
one  daughter,  'Paula  Fry  was  bom  in  1933. 

THE  UNA  KNOX  WAGNER  FAMILY 

-  *  ’  •  i 

PAUL  E.  WAGNER,  sen  cf  Rev.  Vemcn  W.,  and  Uha  Knox  Wagner,  and 
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1  Aer.  Temoc.  *?.  and  una  Knox  la  Tier .  an. 


u  uotonor  .j. 
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an  and  Sarah  Shor  t  as  3  Knorr.  was  b  :m 

A  .least  13.  1004,  and  was  united  In  carriage  with  Donald  Sir  eel.  To 

this  merriage  the  f  eliding  children  were  horn.  wiz ;  Peggy  Wagner. 

% 

Donald  Wagner ^  Jr. *  and  Sell/  Wagner. 

PAULINE  WAGNER*  daughter  cf  Rev.  Vernon  1ST.  and  Una  Xr.or  7?cg- 

0 

/  V 

ner,  and  granddaughter  of  Wilson  and  Sarah  Short  ess  Knox*  was  bem 

/ 

-Taizaary  31  j  1909,  >  and  was  united  in  mrrriage  with  Paul  Pet  tinge . 

THE  CLARA  KNOX  STOUGH  FAMILTo  '  • 

DCEOTHT  STOUGH-  daughter  of  W<  S.  and  Clara  Knox  Stough^  and 

-  «-v‘‘  *fc:V-  •  i-%.  *  .  '  .  -  ^  ■  •  ,  .  '  /»*'.  .  ts.  ;  ' 

granddaughter  cf  Wilson  and  Sarah  Shortest Ttox,  w&3  born  December 

......  f  i**-* .  ••  •  •  •  -  ,  , 

6  TQQ4^  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  D.  A.  Kc  Co  Hough. 
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Iton  a  letter  written  by  his  cousin.;  Ethel  Baughman*,  1  loam 


iiw  -‘-t* 


that  fed  ,c  tough  had  the.  misfortune  of  loosing  his  left  arm  while 

•ty&I  „  ‘  • 

operating  a  com-hnsking  fnchlnr* 
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THE  SS52A  ENCZ  BAUC-HMAN  PAMILT. 
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1901.  I  have  a  -retry  interesting  latter  from  Ethel,  giving  some  in¬ 
teresting  data  concerning  other  members  of  the  family,  but  nothing 
concerning  herself. 

GENE  K,  BAUGHl'AN,  son  of  Charles  C  and  Emma  Knox  Baughman,  and 

*  i 

grandson  of  WIIsgu  and  Sarah  Short  ess  Knox,  wa3  born  April  21,  1913. 

I  herewith  quote  from  a  letter  written  by  hi3  sisttr  Ethel,  under 
data  of  February  28,  1942:- 

n'tfy  brother  (Gene)  was  at  Miami  University  in  Oxford,  Ohio, 

about  thirty  miles  north  of  Cincinnatti. - He  had  been  taking  the 

Civilian  Pilot  Training  offered  by  the  government  along  with  his 
college  work;  was  studying  Business  Administration,  majoring  in 
Statistics,  but  found  it  necessary  to  leave  school  at  the  holidsv? 
and  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  third,  or  Cross-country  part  of 
the  C.  P.  T.  course. 

Ha  went  back  to  the  University  in  the  evenings  during  mid¬ 
summer  examinations, - receiving  credit  for  the  semester  work. 

Since  this  was  hi3  fourth,  and  Senior  year,  will  have  just  one- 
half  term  to  complete  for  his  degree* * 

7  THE  LAURA  KNOX  ALEXANDER  FAMILY 

*  '  •  .  ■ 

LOREN  K.  ALEXANDER,  son  of  Loren  M.  and  Laura  Knox  Alexander 

and  grandson  of  Wilson  and  Sarah  Shortess  Knox,  was  born  February 

\  •  ,  . '  •*  *  ..."  " »  •  v'. 

28,  1902,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Virginia  Walker,. 

To  this  marriage  was  born,  Loren  Dale  Alexander!  George  Alexahder, 
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JUNE  V.  ALEXANDER,  daughter  of  Loren  M.  and  Laura  Knox  Al—  , 
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exander,  and  granddaughter.  of  Wilson  and  Sarah  Shortess  Knox,  was 

,  •  ! 
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born  June  2,  1904.  She  was  first  united  in  marriage  with  Mr.  Del- 

‘  '  5  4  •  .  {  ■  .  ’  ; 
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bert  Conners,  to  which  marriage  one  son,  Jack  Conners  was  bora.  ( 

ft;  '--  .  <-.y  •  r  '  '  -y’-'i*.  ''  '  y '■  y':-  "  7'.  f 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Conners,  Mrs.  Conners  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mr,  Wayne  Hively. 


•  THE  MADGE  CAROTKEES  ALLEN  FAMILY 

\ 

In  recording  this  family,  I  very  much  regret  that  I  do  not 
have  the  necessary  data  for  a  complete  record.  Thi3,  in  part,  is  due 


to  my  failure  to  secure  the  faail; y  record  while  ccrre spending  with 
Mrs*  Allen  concerning  the  earlier  generations/  of  which  whe  was 
quite  well  informed,  and  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  valuable  data  which 
I  could  net  have  gotten  otherwise. 

The  last  communication  X  have  had  from  Mrs.  Allen  wa3  in  the 
form  of  a  Christmas  greeting  card  in  1940,  to  which  I  replied  in 
part  as  follows:-  71  Dear  Cousin:-  I  was  very  glad  to  receive  your 


Christmas  greeting.  As  I  mentioned  in  my  Christmas  greeting  note, 

I  had  not  heard  from  you  for  almost  a  year,  and  you  know  how  very 
many  tilings  can  happen  in  a  year *s  time.” 

Have  written  several  times  since  for  her  family  record,  but 
as  yet  have  received -no  reply.  I  only  know  that  there  were  several 
son3  and  daughters  in  her  family,  also  several  grandchildren,  but  - 
the  names,  or  date  of  birth  I  do  not  have.  They  would  be  the 

.....  •  ,  ..  1.'  ,v 

great  grandchildren  of  Mary  Ann  Shortess  Milligan,  and  hence  belong 
to  the  sixth  generation  of  the  Shortess  family. 


THE  WALTER  BINS  FAMILY 


EDMUND  FRANCIS  HYNE,  the  only  son  of  Walter  and  Minnie  Watkins 


Hyne,  and  great-grandson  of  Nancy  Ann  Shortess  Owen,  was  boro  May  27, 

.  ,.A 

1905,  and  was  united  in  marriage,  September  12,  1934,  with. 
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His  last  residence  of  which  I  have  any  record  was,  8  Holland  Terrace, 


Montclair,  New  Jersey 

' 
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The  name  of  Edmund  Francis  Byne  is  the  last  of  the  ninsty-two 

» 

names  which  I  have  listed  of  the  sixth  generation  of  the  Shortess 

family.  There  may  be  others  belonging  to  this  generation  of  whom 

...  ...  •  / 

I  have  no  knowledge. 

If  we  were  to  fellow  on  down  the  genealogical  line,  there  would 


m  t 
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xiuely  reur.;:  quite  i  qroup  01  splendid  young  ■'•soil?  be  lor.  ini 

to  tne  seventh  generation  -Those  record,  if  written,  would  add  another 

s' 

interastin-  chapter  tc  this  story. 

Going  yet  further  down  the  genealogical'  line,  I  def  initely 

knoTT  of  at  least  three  little  girls,  viz;  .  Joan  Louise,  and  Betsy  Leu 

Sterne 3,  and.  their  cousin  Barbara  Ann  Sterner,  Try  great-granddaughters , 

»rho  could  qualify  for  the  eighth  generation  of  the  Short  ass  family. 

• 

I  should  also  mention  that  I  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining 

any  definite  information  concerning  quite  a  number  of  individuals 

and  families  of  seme  of  the  earlier  generations  whose  names  are 

listed  in  the  diagram  on  Page  22.  Of  these  I  would  especially  mention 

• 

Susanna  Short ess  White,  Polly  Short ess  Lackey,  Elizabeth  Shortens 

Huston,  and  Catherine  Shortest  Shervrcod,  daughters  of  Thcna3  Shortest 

our  emigrant  ancestor,' 

With  this  I  'conclude  the  compiling  of  all  available  data  of 

«■#  ■  /  ' 

the  genealogical  line  of  the  sixth  generation  of  the  Shortess  family. 

It  will  be  noted  that  some  individual  members  of  this  generation  have 
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been  given  a  more  extended  write-up  than  others.  The  explanation  of 
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this  is  contained  in  the  words  "all  available  data"  as  above  used. 

• 

This' not  only  concludes  Lhe  record  of  the  sixth  generation,  p 
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but  also  the  stoiy  of  the  entire  genealogical  line  of  the  Shortess 
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family  in  A&erica,  as  per  data  gathered  during  a  thirty-year  oeriod 
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diligent  research.  For  this  I  do  not  claim  perfection,  as  errors 
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and  omissions  are  usually  found  to  be  present  in  every  laudable 
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enterprise,  I  shall  welcome  any  corrections  and  constructive  criti- 
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cisa  offered  ty  interested  members  of  the  family,  that  the  desired 
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objective  of  a  perfect  and  complete  history  of  the  Shortess  family 

may  be  obtained. 

quite  difficult,  laborious  and 
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often  perplexing,  it  has  nevertheless  been  a  delightful  one,  in  which 
I  have  found  arpla  compensation  in  the  information  which  I  have  thus 
obtained  of  my  noble  Christian  ancestry. 

I  desire  herewith  to  very  gratefully  acknowledge  the  help  given 
me  by  many  interested  members  of  the  family,  with  special  mention  of:- 
Edwin  S.  Shortess,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisana;  ilrs.  Madge  C.  Allen,  Grand 
Forks,  North  Dakota;  Mrs.  Emma  Short ess  Staats,  Farkville,  Missouri; 
Richard  E.  Shortess,  Chicago,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Carrie  Shortess  McClure .% 

^1*^ ^  VTra n  1  ^  ^*0^  °  '  ^ ^  ^  ^7f*i  »e  *•  T7*^  ■»>  <•*»!  -»  4  /m*  • 

•**  -  *■  —  j  .“A  x  UV>  JU4VJ  y  i»kOsA*4  j  li  VA  y 

Frank  S.  Shortess,  Chicago,  Illinois;  my  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Olga  F. 
Shortess  Mc?/ahon,  Shaker  Heights,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and  my  daughter  Miss 

i 

Erma  M.  Shortess,  Lemoyne,  Pennsylvania ,  all  of  whom  were  especially 
helpful  in  furnishing  important  data,  proof-reading  and  making 
ditional  copies  of  this  manuscript  by  the  Ditto  system. 

\  '  i 

John  D.  Shortess. 


ad- 


46  North  Eighth  Street,  ' 

Lemoyne,  Pennsylvania,  February  10th  A;  D.  1943. 
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